
EPA Action Plan for the San EPA Action Plan for the San 
Francisco Bay Delta EstuaryFrancisco Bay Delta Estuary
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Clean Water Act AssessmentClean Water Act Assessment

I.I. ANPRANPR
A.A. Aquatic life stressorsAquatic life stressors
B.B. Science & protectionScience & protection
C.C. Seek public input    Seek public input    

II.II. Evaluate Clean Water Act Evaluate Clean Water Act 
ProgramsPrograms

Synthesize public commentSynthesize public commentA.A. Synthesize public commentSynthesize public comment
B.B. Evaluate informationEvaluate information
CC Final Assessment ReportFinal Assessment ReportC.C. Final Assessment ReportFinal Assessment Report
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Inadequate aquatic life protection under Inadequate aquatic life protection under 
CWA programsCWA programs

Long term and recent Long term and recent 
population declines in population declines in 
l i fi h dl i fi h d l idl idpelagic fish and pelagic fish and salmonidssalmonids

AbundantAbundant and pand persistentersistentAbundantAbundant and pand persistent ersistent 
water quality impairmentswater quality impairments
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EPA SF Bay Delta Estuary EPA SF Bay Delta Estuary 
Action PlanAction Plan

1 Strengthen estuarine habitat protection standards1. Strengthen estuarine habitat protection standards
2. Advance regional water quality monitoring and 

assessment
3. Accelerate water quality restoration through Total 

Maximum Daily Loads
St th l i t lit it i4. Strengthen selenium water quality criteria

5. Improve pesticide pollution prevention
6 Restore aquatic habitats while managing6. Restore aquatic habitats while managing 

methylmercury
7. Support development of the Bay Delta 

Conservation Plan
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Strengthen Estuarine Habitat Water Strengthen Estuarine Habitat Water 
Quality StandardsQuality Standards

• Delta outflow
San Joaquin and Sacramento Inflows• San Joaquin and Sacramento Inflows

• Old and Middle River flows
• Floodplain flows
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Advance Delta Regional Monitoring Advance Delta Regional Monitoring 
ProgramProgramProgramProgram
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Accelerate Water Quality Restoration Accelerate Water Quality Restoration 
through TMDLsthrough TMDLsthrough TMDLsthrough TMDLs

RiverRiver
Water quality impaired
Watershed Boundary

Map Source: www.epa.gov/sfbaydelta Interactive Map

Agenda Item 8 
Attachment 2



Strengthen Selenium Water Quality Strengthen Selenium Water Quality 
CriteriaCriteria

Photo Mike Peters
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Pesticide Pollution PreventionPesticide Pollution Prevention

CALFED Report (2011) Spatial and Temporal Quantification of Pesticide Loadings to the Sacramento River, San Joaquin River, and Bay‐Delta to Guide Risk Assessment for Sensitive 
Species.
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Improve Improve methylmercurymethylmercury control in control in 
wetland habitat restorationwetland habitat restoration

EPA  funding USGS mercury EPA  funding USGS mercury 
sequestration research sequestration research 

TwitchellTwitchell Island Island 
sequest at o esea csequest at o esea c

D t h Sl hD t h Sl h

EPA  providing $1.4 M for EPA  providing $1.4 M for 
DWR Dutch Slough DWR Dutch Slough 
Restoration ProjectRestoration Project Dutch Slough Dutch Slough 

Emerson ParcelEmerson Parcel
Restoration Project Restoration Project 
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Support the Development of Support the Development of 
Bay Delta Conservation PlanBay Delta Conservation PlanBay Delta Conservation PlanBay Delta Conservation Plan

• NEPA & CWA
• Water quality
• Aquatic habitatAquatic habitat

A i t D ltApproximate Delta 
Conveyance 

Tunnel Alignment

Base map from Envisioning Futures.  Approximate 
Delta conveyance  tunnel alignment added by EPA.
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ClosingClosing
www.epa.gov/sfbaydeltawww.epa.gov/sfbaydelta
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