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the many agencies have reduced the effectiveness of science. The report commends 
the Delta Science Program for fostering constructive scientific dialog. It also illustrates 
approaches to avoid paralysis in the face of uncertainty. Adversarial science is good for 
assuring that all of the issues and science are considered, but at the same time, the 
scientific process must move toward resolution to implement management. The NRC 
Committee notes the need for synthetic science, true collaboration, and scientific 
consensus. The report provides advice that will be useful in the development of a Delta 
Science Plan. (Chapter 5, p. 173-177; Appendix F)  

In summary, the DISB is impressed with the NRC report. It provides an excellent synthesis and 
solid advice while also stressing that there are many serious issues of the organization of 
science and governance that need to be addressed. Members of the DISB, like the authors of 
the NRC report, are concerned that the more complex goals of managing Delta ecosystems 
and the Delta as an evolving place are at risk unless reasonable expectations with respect to 
comprehensive governance are actually put in place. (Chapter 5, p. 167-172) 
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