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Overview of Final Draft Delta Plan, Recirculated Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report (Volume 3) and Schedule  

 
 
This staff report provides an overview of the Final Draft Delta Plan and the Recirculated 
Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR Volume 3).  In addition, it 
summarizes the schedule for the public comment and Council action on these 
documents, as well as the draft Rulemaking Package (see staff report for agenda item 
7b).  
 
 
 
Final Draft Delta Plan 
 
Following the release of the Final Staff Draft Delta Plan on May 14, 2012, the Council 
discussed the Plan at four meetings held in May, June, and July.  At its July 12 meeting 
the Council directed staff to; incorporate in the Delta Plan revisions from two Council-
approved documents: a 16-item Council Action List and a 331-item Consent Checklist; 
to have a subcommittee of the Chair and Vice-chair review the revisions; and, to bring a 
redline draft version of the Plan back to the Council for their review to ensure changes 
were consistent with Council direction.  On September 13, 2012, the Council approved 
the Proposed Final Draft Delta Plan as the basis for completing and recirculating the 
DPEIR (Volume 3) describing environmental impacts of the Final Draft Delta Plan. The 
Final Draft also serves as the basis for initiating the regulatory process.  
 
The Final Draft Delta Plan released on November 30, 2012 and presented to the 
Council today consists of Council approved changes and errata discussed at the 
September 13 meeting as well as additional minor changes identified by staff since the 
September 13 meeting necessary to correct or clarify text in the Final Draft.  Attachment 
1 (List of Errata for the November 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan) contains all revisions to 
the Proposed Final Draft Delta Plan.  Revisions generally fell into four categories; 
policy/recommendation related changes suggested by legal counsel for clarity without 
changing the intent or effect of the policy or recommendation, figure changes, minor 
clarification in narrative text, and minor typo/grammatical issues.   
 
Recirculated DPEIR (Volume 3) 
 
A two volume Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR) reviewing the 
environmental consequences of the Fifth Staff Draft of the Delta Plan was released in 
November 2011 for a public review. The comment period on the DPEIR ended in 
February 2012.  
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Comments the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) received on the DPEIR, as well as the 
draft Delta Plan itself, resulted in several changes to the draft Plan. For instance, the 
Final Draft Delta Plan now contains a suite of fourteen binding regulatory policies 
(instead of twelve) and seventy-one nonbinding regulations (instead of sixty-one). The 
Delta Plan was also substantially reorganized. 
 
In light of the reorganization, in particular, the Council decided that an additional DPEIR 
volume - analyzing the November 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan - should be prepared for 
public review and comment (i.e. "recirculation"). That additional DPEIR volume is 
Volume 3. The Recirculated DPEIR (Volume 3) describes the environmental impacts of 
the November 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan as the "Revised Project." The Recirculated 
DPEIR (Volume 3), for sake of brevity, does not repeat basic information contained in 
Volumes 1 and 2 about environmental baseline (e.g. existing physical conditions), 
methodological information (e.g. analytical methods, thresholds of significance, etc.), 
and other information that applies to all of the Delta Plan alternatives analyzed in the 
EIR. Rather, Volume 3 cross-references to Volumes 1 and 2 for that information. 
 
Attachment 2 summarizes the Recirculated DPEIR (Volume 3). The Recirculated 
DPEIR shows that the Final Draft Delta Plan (the Revised Project) is environmentally 
preferable to the Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan (the Proposed Project). The Revised 
Project, unlike the Proposed Project, provides a clear definition of what it means to 
reduce reliance on the Delta and improve regional self-reliance. In addition, the Revised 
Project provides a clearly-defined goal for water management plans: before water 
suppliers in the Delta or using water received from the Delta may undertake or 
otherwise receive water from a covered action involving Delta water, they must identify, 
evaluate and commence implementation of “all programs and projects that are locally 
cost effective and technically feasible that reduce reliance on the Delta and, by 2015, 
include the expected outcome for measurable reduction in Delta reliance and 
improvement in regional self-reliance.” (Delta Plan Policy WR P1: Reduce Reliance on 
the Delta and Improve Regional Self Reliance).  The Revised Project also includes 
recommendations specifically encouraging water suppliers that receive water from the 
Delta watershed, but outside the Delta, to develop and implement water and 
groundwater management plans. (Delta Plan Recommendations WR R4: Expanded 
Water Supply Reliability Element and WR R10: Implement Groundwater Management 
Plans). The Proposed Project, by contrast, does not contain recommendations aimed 
specifically at encouraging local water supply development throughout the Delta 
watershed. With these policies and recommendations, the Revised Project would be 
more effective than the Proposed Project at reversing or arresting the decline in Delta 
water supply reliability, and thus would do more to reduce environmental impacts 
caused by an uncertain water supply. 
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The Recirculated DPEIR (Volume 3) is available for a 45-day public comment period. 
The comment period ends on January 14, 2013.  Comments on the Recirculated DPEIR 
(Volume 3), as well as those on the previously-circulated DPEIR Volumes 1 and 2 will 
be considered by the Council and responded to in a Final PEIR in 2013.  
 
Next Steps 
 
A summary of next steps and anticipated timeline is provided in the table below.  
 
Date Action(s) 
November 30, 2012    Publish Final Draft Delta Plan  

 Recirculate Delta Plan DPEIR 
(Volume 3) with 45 day public 
comment period 

 Publish Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking to commence 
APA/OAL process with a 45 day 
public comment period 

January 14, 2013  45-day comment periods end for 
Recirculated Delta Plan DPEIR 
(Volume 3) and draft Rulemaking 
package 

January 24, 2013  Council conducts Rulemaking 
Hearing 

Winter 2012  Respond to comments on Delta 
Plan DPEIR (Volume 3) 

 Respond to comments on 
Rulemaking package 

 Present comments and responses 
on Final Draft Delta Plan, Delta 
Plan DPEIR and draft Rulemaking 
package to Council for final 
direction  

Spring 2013  Prepare Final Delta Plan, Final 
PEIR and Proposed Regulations 

 Final PEIR considered by the 
Council for certification 

 Proposed regulations considered by 
Council for adoption 

 Final Delta Plan considered for 
adoption  

Summer 2013  Regulations based on Delta Plan 
policies become effective 
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List of Attachments 
 
Attachment 1: List of Errata for the November 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan 
Attachment 2: Executive Summary for Recirculated Draft PEIR (Volume 3) 
 
Contact 
 
Cindy Messer       Phone: (916) 445-0258 
Delta Plan Program Manager 
 


