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SACOG MTP/SCS  
Land Use & Goods Movement planning 
in the Sacramento Region 
 
Convening Public & Private Stakeholders to Shape 
Policy and Implement Initiatives 
 
Preparing Integrated Long-Range Plans that Reflect 
a Regional Vision 
 
Offering Funding Support or Strategies for Short-
Range Priority Improvements 
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Rural-Urban  
Connections Strategy 
Enhancing Rural Economic Viability  
and Environmental Sustainability 
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RUCS Objectives 
 
• Enhance rural economic viability and 

environmental sustainability 
 

• Identify rural challenges and opportunities 
 

• Test agricultural market changes, policies 
and economic development strategies 
 

• Determine rural transportation and 
other infrastructure needs 
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Surface Transportation 
Assistance Act of 1982 
allows large trucks, referred 
to as STAA trucks, to operate 
on routes that are part of the 
National Network. 
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MTP/SCS + RUCS = 
No urban development 
planned in the primary 
zone.  Growth focused in 
secondary zone, mostly 
West Sacramento. 
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2,000 ac.  
of Alfalfa 
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Alfalfa 
Converted to 
Prunes 
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What’s the impact on the region? 

Value: + $2M 
Return: + $500,000 

Water: -500 ac-ft 
Labor: + 10 workers 

Trucks: - 47 trips 

SCENARIOS 
BASE CASE 
ALAFLFA TO PRUNE 
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Ag Tourism areas 
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Sacramento County  
STAA Vehicle Locations 
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Rural Transportation 
Challenges 
Urbanizing rural roads 
Conflicts/accidents 
Farm worker transport 
Road standards 
Maintenance 
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Urban Rural/Edge Travel:  
Existing Conditions 
44% of fatal collisions vs. 13% of population 
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Next Steps for SACOG 

• Rural Truck Counts and Planning for 
Agricultural Investment Corridors 

• Exchange rural information with Caltrans 
District 3 to better coordinate Urban and 
Rural Goods Movement planning 

• Reflect the outcomes of these studies in 
the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan 
update 
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Questions? 
David Shabazian 
Principal Project Expert 
Sacramento  Area  Council  of  Governments 
DShabazian@sacog.org 
 
Sam Shelton 
Transportation Planner 
sshelton@sacog.org  
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