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Delta Independent Science Board Report

Summary: Delta Independent Science Board (Board) member Dr. Vince Resh will
report on recent activities of the Delta ISB.

Delta Independent Science Board (Delta ISB)

Dr. Resh will brief the Council on the Delta ISB’s last two public meetings held on June
12-13, and August 1, 2014.

Lessons learned from the Delta ISB review of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan
Draft EIR/EIS

The ISB discussed lessons learned from its review of the BDCP EIR/EIS at the June
2014 meeting. Overall, members thought the review process worked well and were
satisfied with their product. Collier asked members if they would be willing to review the
DEIR/EIS if it is recirculated. At a minimum, the Delta ISB would need a version that
shows the differences (red lined) and has succinct, accurate chapter summaries.

Workplan

The Delta ISB reassessed its workplan for the remainder of 2014 through 2015 and
identified members to work on the following program reviews: Fish and Flows, Adaptive
Management, Water Quality, Delta Levees, Delta as Place, and Water Supply
Reliability. Review groups met on July 31, 2014 to discuss next steps for their reviews.
All reviews are in initial stages, other than the Fish and Flows review, which has been
underway for several months. Attachment 1 lists the Delta ISB members leading each
program review.

The Fish and Flows review group has a target of finishing its report by December
2014. They have interviewed key people and are looking at how flow affects fish and
food webs. The Adaptive Management review group developed a questionnaire to get
specific information about how programs are (or are not) pursuing adaptive
management (AM) and how agency staff think about AM. The team expects significant
differences and wants to understand the differences. The team will assimilate the
results of the survey and identify a subset of the respondents to interview in person for
greater depth over the next six months or longer.

The Water Quality review is at a very early stage. The review group is thinking about
how to frame the review. They will decide who to talk to and conduct interviews over the
next several months. The Delta as Place and Delta Levees reviews are being handled
by the same review group because of the connections between the two topics. They will
stay involved with discussions about the levee investment strategy. The Water Supply
Reliability review will be deferred to a later time.
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In addition to these program reviews, the Delta ISB is planning to review specific Delta
Science Program products including the draft Interim Science Action Agenda (to be
discussed during an October 1 teleconference) and the draft State of Bay-Delta Science
2014, targeted for completion in August 2015.

Recruitment of the next Delta Science Program Lead Scientist

Recruitment of the next Delta Science Program Lead Scientist is underway. Although
the leave of absence for current Lead Scientist Dr. Peter Goodwin has expired and he
needs to return to his academic position at the University of Idaho, the University has
agreed to extend his leave to ensure a smooth transition to the next Lead Scientist. The
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) provides the Delta Lead Scientist position and
manages the recruitment process. The Delta ISB leads the recruitment effort by
identifying and soliciting interest from potential candidates.

Science Presentations

At its August 1 meeting, the Delta ISB had presentations on the Ecological Flows Tool
developed by the Nature Conservancy and UC Davis Fish Conservation and Culture
Lab research efforts.

List of Attachments

Attachment 1: Delta ISB 2014-15 Program Review Groups
Contact

Dr. Tracy Collier, Chair Phone: (916) 445-5511
Delta Independent Science Board



