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Delta Plan vs. Delta Plan EIR

e Delta Plan is the framework of Policies and
Recommendations that will lead to
accomplishing the co-equal goals while

recognhizing the importance of the Delta as a
Place

 Implementation of the Policies, and coming to
fruition of the Recommendations, could result
in physical changes in the environment
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Delta Plan vs. Delta Plan EIR

e Delta Plan EIR will evaluate whether those
potential physical environmental changes will
be significant and adverse

— Objective analysis. Not policy making.
e EIR also will present measures to mitigate any
significant physical adverse impacts

* EIR also will present alternatives that might
lessen at least some significant physical
adverse impacts
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EIR Format and Structure

e Section 1 — Introduction and Background; Project
Objectives

e Section 2 - Description of Project and Alternatives

— Description of Project (i.e., Delta Plan and resultant
possible physical changes)

— Overview of Alternatives Development
— Definition of Alternatives Evaluated in Detail (including No
Project)

e Section 3 — Impact Evaluation by Resource Area

— Study Area/Environmental Setting

— Impacts Analysis of Project and Alternatives (including
Significance Criteria and Mitigation Measures)

— Cumulative Impacts Analysis
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EIR Format: Likely Resource Areas

(sample) in Section 3
Air Quality

Energy

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Noise

Aesthetics and Visual Resources

Hazardous and Hazardous Materials

Cultural Resources (Historical, Archeological,
Paleontological)

Utilities and Public Services

Climate Change
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EIR Format: Likely Resource Areas
(sample) in Section 3

Water Resources, Water Quality and Water
Supply

Aquatic and Terrestrial Biological Resources
Geology, Soils and Mineral Resources

Land Use and Planning

Agricultural Resources

Housing, Population and Growth

Hydrology (including Levee Conditions)
Recreation

Transportation and Mobility
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Conceptual Approach to Alternatives

* EIR will evaluate potentially significant physical
environmental impacts of the May draft Delta
Plan’s Policies and Recommendations

* EIR also will present three alternative thematic
suites of Policies and Recommendations that
would lessen at least some of the adverse
physical environmental impacts of the May draft
Delta Plan

* EIR also will evaluate a No Project alternative
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Conceptual Approach to Alternatives

e Increased Emphasis on Water Supplies from the Delta

— Less emphasis on local/regional water supplies and more
emphasis on providing Delta exports than under Delta Plan

e Increased Emphasis on Delta Ecosystem Restoration

— More emphasis on aquatic and upland ecosystem
restoration than under Delta Plan

* |ncreased Emphasis on Protection of the Delta as an
Evolving Place
— More emphasis on protection and maintaining agricultural

and recreational uses through levee improvements and
less ecosystem restoration
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Next Steps for EIR

May Council Workshop — present further
development of Alternatives

May Council Meeting — obtain authority to
publish EIR for public review and comment

June — publish EIR for public/stakeholder
review and comment

September — respond to EIR comments and
revise EIR if necessary; publish
responses/revisions
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Conclusion

e Questions from the Council?





