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How the Delta Plan Meets the EIR Project Objectives

The “Project Objectives” examined in the Environmental Impact report (EIR) reflect, first and
foremost, the statutory mandates found in the Delta Reform Act of 2009 (Act).

The Act requires the Council to adopt a “legally enforceable” Delta Plan to further the
achievement of the State’s coequal goals for the Delta. Consequently, the Delta Plan includes a
significant, but targeted, regulatory component — regulatory policies — that is enforceable with
regard to “covered actions”.

These regulatory policies, together with a complementary suite of nonbinding
recommendations (with regard to important matters over which the Council generally does not
have enforcement authority), and the Council’s statutorily-established coordination role
(described in the Plan) ensure that the Delta Plan will provide the unified direction for
resources management in the Delta that is required by the Act.

As explained and justified in extensive detail in the Delta Plan's narrative, the Delta Plan’s Policies and
Recommendations satisfy the Project Objectives through its set of 14 regulatory policies, as well as
71 non-regulatory recommendations for actions that are necessary to further the coequal
goals. Taken together, these policies and recommendations meet the legislature’s directive to
“further the coequal goals” and their inherent objectives and related requirements, as detailed
below.

Coequal Goals

e The Delta Plan addresses the coequal goals separately and collectively, includes
performance measures of both status and trends for all policies and recommendations
and incorporates best available science and adaptive management principles. It
improves water supply reliability by requiring those agencies that export water from the
Delta to certify that they are reducing their reliance on the Delta by meeting State
requirements for best water management practices and self reliance by investing in
such sources as conservation, recycling, brackish groundwater and desalination and to
document progress towards reduced reliance on the Delta in their local water plans. It
recommends that those who divert water from the watershed upstream of the Delta do
likewise, although it cannot require them to certify those actions. It also makes
recommendations for the timely completion of surface storage studies, recovery of
critically overdrafted groundwater basins and for timely and successful completion of
the Bay Delta Conservation Plan, intended to improve the way state and federal water
projects move water across the Delta and enhance the Delta ecosystem.

e The Delta Plan protects, restores and enhances the Delta ecosystem by protecting six
high-priority restoration areas in the Delta from a change in use by requiring proponents
of projects affecting these areas to consult with the state Department of Fish and
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Wildlife to mitigate any potential lost habitat restoration opportunities. It recommends
that the State Water Resources Control Board complete by specific dates, updates to
water quality objectives for the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers and their tributaries.
This action will be the basis for both ecosystem flow enhancements and certainty in the
opportunities to export water from the Delta. The Delta Plan also recommends steps to
reduce other stressors to the ecosystem, including contaminants, and to expand
floodplains and riparian habitats in levee projects.

The eight inherent objectives
The policy of the State of California is to achieve the following objectives that the Legislature
declares are inherent in the coequal goals for management of the Delta:

1. Manage the Delta’s water and environmental resources and the water resources of the
state over the long term. The Delta Plan encompasses a nearly 90-year timespan, with
updates no farther apart than every five years.

2. Protect and enhance the unique cultural, recreational, and agricultural values of the
California Delta as an evolving place. The Delta Plan ensures this by requiring local
agencies to locate new residential, commercial or industrial development in areas
planned for urban use, so that rural areas are protected for agriculture, recreation, and
natural resources. It also requires consultation with local land-use authorities about
water management or ecosystem restoration actions to avoid or reduce conflicts with
existing or planned uses and to consider locating projects on existing public lands before
privately owned sites are purchased or acquired. It also makes recommendations to
encourage agritourism and wildlife friendly farming practices, to provide new and
protect existing recreation opportunities, to expand state recreation and promote
boating safety.

3. Restore the Delta ecosystem, including its fisheries and wildlife, as the heart of a healthy
estuary and wetland ecosystem. In addition to the ecosystem actions outlined in the
earlier discussion of coequal goals, the Delta Plan requires best available science and
adaptive management to ensure all actions achieve the desired results.

4. Promote statewide water conservation, water use efficiency, and sustainable water use.
This is addressed as part of the Delta Plan’s water supply reliability policies and
recommendations. These include implementing water efficiency and water
management planning laws, expanding water supply reliability elements in already
required Urban Water Management Plans to include a discussion of reduced reliance on
the Delta and improved self sufficiency through local and regional programs and
projects, and rewarding those who do with priority to receive grant funding for local
and/or regional supply projects.

5. Improve water quality to protect human health and the environment consistent with
achieving water quality objectives in the Delta. The Delta Plan makes 12
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recommendations, including that the State Water Resources Control Board consider and
perhaps propose special water quality protections for priority habitat restoration areas,
complete development of a Strategic Workplan to protect groundwater resources, and
work with other relevant agencies to develop and implement a Delta regional water
guality monitoring program.

Improve the water conveyance system and expand statewide water storage. Rather than
duplicate ongoing work on conveyance being done through the Bay Delta Conservation
Plan, the Delta Plan recommends timely and successful (fully permittable) completion of
the BDCP. Because the California Water Commission has jurisdiction over studies to
expand surface storage, the Delta Plan recommends these be completed expeditiously.

Reduce risks to people, property, and state interests in the Delta by effective emergency
preparedness, appropriate land uses, and investments in flood protection. Delta Plan
policies prohibit encroachment on floodways and floodplains, require a minimum level
of flood protection for new rural residential development of five or more parcels, and
require the Council to develop priorities for investment in Delta flood protection by
2015. The recommendations will be based on the principle that beneficiaries pay, and
will include a calculation of the state’s interests. The plan recommends that other
beneficiaries also help pay for flood protection improvements. In addition, the Delta
Plan recommends creation of the Delta Flood Risk Management District to coordinate
local agencies’ emergency preparedness and levee improvement activities, and with the
authority to impose appropriate fees on flood facility beneficiaries. A unified local
decision-making body will be more effective than the commendable but uncoordinated
efforts of more than 100 flood control entities in the Delta.

Establish a new governance structure with the authority, responsibility, accountability,
scientific support, and adequate and secure funding to achieve these objectives. The
Delta Plan sets the general direction for the Council to establish and commence
operation of, as soon as practicable, the statutorily- required Implementation
Committee to assess current spending on Delta projects, assess future needs, identify
funding gaps, coordinate agency actions, and make recommendations to the Legislature,
as appropriate. Agencies certification that their actions are consistent with the Delta
Plan’s 14 legally- binding regulatory policies further reinforces this coordinated
implementation of the plan. This “consistency” requirement is enforceable through the
Council’s statutorily-prescribed appellate role. Moreover, as required by the Act, The
Delta Plan anticipates future approval of the Plan pursuant to the federal Coastal Zone
Management Act, which will ensure consistency of federal agency Delta-related actions.





