
to

Delta Stewardship Council

April 14, 2011



Sacramento County and 
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Don Thomas, Department of Water 
Resources, County of Sacramento
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Manager, Community Development, 
City of Sacramento
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 Compliance with current General Plan policies, 
specifically those found in the AG, Economic 
Development, and Delta Protection elements will not 
impede efforts to address the “coequal goals” statutory 
requirement.

 Maintain and enhance the historical character of the 
legacy communities via existing zoning requirements, 
Special Planning Area (SPA) & Neighborhood 
Preservation Area (NPA) designations (e.g. Walnut 
Grove, Locke, Lower Andrus Island, Courtland, & 
Freeport).

 Rely on the expertise and feedback from the 
membership of the Delta Citizens Municipal Advisory 
Council (DCMAC) & the Sacramento River Delta 
Historical Society (SRDHS).

 Too much analysis equals paralysis.  Uncertainties about 
the DSC’s regulatory framework (e.g., covered actions and 
consistency findings) could hinder local governments 
from achieving housing element compliance……the 
process(es) need refinement to provide local gov’ts with 
greater certainty and predictability.

Sacramento County’s Land Use 
Management Provisions and Protections

Sacramento County
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Delta Primary & Secondary Zones

City of Sacramento



Local Land Uses – Covered Actions?

Delta Shores

1. Would the Delta Plan apply to 
development:
 Within the Secondary Zone of the Delta?

 Outside of the legal Delta?

2. Given that the Delta Shores project 
already had undergone environmental 
review, what would be the Delta 
Stewardship Council’s scope of review:
 For land use legislative entitlements (e.g., zoning) 

already approved by the Sacramento City Council? 

 For discretionary land use entitlements still pending 
(i.e., quasi-judicial development plan review)

3. Would the water resources elements of 
the Delta Plan apply to the development 
since the City is the water supplier as 
well as the land use agency?
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San Joaquin County

Kerry Sullivan, Director, 

Community Development Department 
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Existing General Plan  2010 (adopted July 1992)

 Strong policies regarding protection 
of agricultural land and location of 
urban development

 No conversions from agriculture to 
urban in Primary Zone

 Less than 300 acres countywide 
converted from agricultural 
designation to urban designation

General Plan Update (2030)

 Public outreach and coordination 
with cities

 Public Concerns: preservation of Ag. 
land; preservation of Delta & Delta 
Ag., water quality and quantity; 
“no canal”

 Expect similar policies to existing 
General Plan regarding Ag. 
preservation
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