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Re: Recommendation for a New Member for the Delta Independent Christopher M. Knopp
Science Board

This memorandum recommends an individual to fill the vacant position on the Delta
Independent Science Board (Delta ISB).

As you are aware, Dr. Ed Houde resigned in May 2013 due to his appointment as Vice
President for Education for the Center for Environmental Science at the University of Maryland.
The responsibilities of this position made it impossible to serve both the University and
Independent Science Board (ISB), given the expected ISB activities in 2014. Dr. Houde has
served the ISB with distinction and his extensive knowledge of fisheries issues and his ability
to connect scientific research with resource management will be missed. However, as his new
responsibilities permit, he has indicated a willingness to continue support for Delta
Stewardship Council activities such as Workshops or Independent Scientific Reviews, if
invited.

Dr. Houde’s research interests include fisheries science and management, larval fish ecology,
and fisheries oceanography. The Delta ISB requested that Dr. Houde’s replacement have a
strong background in fish ecology to fill the gap left by Dr. Houde and complement the
disciplines currently represented on the Delta ISB.

The Search Process

The Delta ISB open position was posted on the Delta Stewardship Council website for 11
weeks from June 17, 2013 to September 3, 2013. The American Fisheries Society, American
Institute of Fishery Research Biologists, National Association of University Fisheries and
Wildlife Programs, Coastal & Estuarine Research Federation, and Consortium for Ocean
Leadership were also invited to distribute the vacancy announcement to their members. In
addition, nominations were received from several sources and applications were also solicited
from individuals by staff of the Delta Stewardship Council and the Delta Science Program
(DSP).

"Coequal goals™ means the two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring,
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural,
recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place.”

— CA Water Code §85054
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From these applications, nominations and invitations, a short list for filling the vacancy was
assembled based on:

e Relevance of scientific expertise and experience to the challenges of the Bay-Delta
system and the specific needs identified by the ISB

e Scientific accomplishments including publications

e Awards

e Seniority of positions held

e Diversity of research funding relevant to Delta issues

e Availability of the applicant — the time commitments of the ISB are rigid with regards to
activities such as the BDCP review

References for each individual on the short list were obtained through a standard list of
guestions.

The top candidates were interviewed by telephone using a standard list of questions. The Lead
Scientist and two DSP staff conducted the interviews. The candidates were also screened for
potential or perceived conflicts-of-interest with the mission of the Independent Science Board.

Based on this search process, the following individual is recommended to the Delta
Stewardship Council for appointment to the current vacancy on the Independent Science
Board:

Dr. Stephen Brandt
Professor, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
Expertise: Fish ecology and management of marine and freshwater ecosystems

The curriculum vitae of this internationally recognized scholar is attached. You will note his
extensive interdisciplinary experience with large-scale ecosystems and issues relevant to the
coequal goals promoted by the Delta Stewardship Council.
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