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Delta Science Plan

Summary: The Delta Science Plan is in response to a recommendation in the Delta
Plan (Recommendation G R1). Dr. Peter Goodwin, Lead Scientist for the Delta Science
Program, will discuss in detail the second complete draft of the Delta Science Plan with
the Council. Dr. Goodwin will provide a summary of public comments received on the
second draft and highlight revisions that are under way to respond to recommendations
from the Council, Delta Independent Science Board and public. The Lead Scientist and
Delta Science Program staff are seeking comments from the Council on the Second
Draft Delta Science Plan and direction for developing the Proposed Final Draft Delta
Science Plan.

Introduction

Dr. Goodwin provided an initial presentation of the Second Draft Delta Science Plan at
the August 22, 2013 Council meeting. The Delta Science Program has begun revisions
to the draft based on the Council’s initial recommendations. An overview of these
proposed changes will be presented to the Council.

Public comment was solicited on the second draft through the Delta Science Program
website, with comments requested by September 16, 2013. A summary of the
comment letters received will be presented at the Council meeting, including the
number of comment letters and individual comments. Comments and feedback also
were received through meetings with the Delta Independent Science Board and various
individuals and groups including the Interagency Ecological Program, Bay Delta
Conservation Plan, Water Quality Monitoring Council, and federal agency work groups.
Comments and feedback received through these meetings will also be used to produce
the Final Draft Delta Science Plan.

The Second Draft

Working from the first draft Delta Science Plan, staff made changes in response to the
many and thoughtful comments received. Significant changes include:

e Clarified problem statements
e |dentification of entities with primary responsibility and participation roles for
implementing actions

e Clarifications and changes to structures:

1. A Policy-Science Forum with an Executive Committee (rotating
membership) replaces the Policy-Science Team

2. A Science Steering Committee replaces the Science Synthesis Team
3. ldentifying and leveraging resources for focused science synthesis

e An explicit description of how the plan helps to manage scientific conflict
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e Highlighting improved ways to provide scientific information through a web-based
tracking system of Delta Science activities
e Details on structuring science to support integrated adaptive management

Next Steps

e Present a revised Draft Delta Science Plan to the Council at their October
meeting

List of Attachments

Attachment 1: Second Draft Delta Science Plan
Contact

Dr. Peter Goodwin Phone: (916) 445-0463
Lead Scientist



