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DSC Motion for Levee Investment Prioritization

Background:

At the March 2013 Delta Stewardship Council meeting, the Council confirmed the proposed regulation
(§5012) regarding the prioritization of State investments in Delta levees, with the following directives:
(1) Develop a new Delta Plan recommendation incorporating the descriptive material removed
from the previous proposed policy, and
(2) Present to the Council a draft motion directing staff to undertake a series of actions to complete
the study necessary to satisfy the prioritization of State investments in Delta levees per Water
Code Sec. 85305 (a), 85306.

Step (1) has been completed with a draft revision of the Delta Plan, and step (2) is addressed with this
proposed motion. The descriptive material removed from the proposed regulation §5012 has been
crafted into a draft recommendation for inclusion into Chapter 7 of the Delta Plan. The draft
recommendation is included as an appendix to this motion.

Draft Motion:

For the purpose of developing strategic priorities for State investments in Delta levees (Water Code
85305(a), 85306), staff is directed to do all of the following:

A. Complete a scope of work (add brief description of SOW), including funding needs, to complete
the study recommended in the Delta Plan’s recommendation RR R4, by January 1, 2015. This
scope of work shall address, at a minimum:

i. Island-by-island asset exposure analysis
ii. Consequences analysis
iii. Tiered ranking structure for prioritizing and guiding State investments for
maintenance and improvements in Delta levees
iv. Cost allocation strategy for apportioning levee operation, maintenance, and
improvement costs to the appropriate beneficiaries
v. Peerreview

B. Present bi-monthly updates to the Council beginning with the October DSC meeting.

C. Present formal progress reports to the Council at the December, 2013, June 2014, and
December 2014 Council meetings. The executive officer is authorized to adjust this schedule to
accommodate other priority items on the Council’s agenda.
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Appendix

RR R4 Actions for the Prioritization of State Investments in Delta Levees
The Delta Stewardship Council, in consultation with the Department of Water Resources, the Central

Valley Flood Protection Board, the Delta Protection Commission, local agencies, and the California
Water Commission, should develop funding priorities for State investments in Delta levees by January 1,
2015. These priorities shall be consistent with the provisions of the Delta Reform Act in promoting
effective, prioritized strategic State investments in levee operations, maintenance, and improvements in
the Delta for both levees that are a part of the State Plan of Flood Control and non-project levees. Upon
completion, these priorities shall be considered for incorporation into the Delta Plan.

The priorities should identify guiding principles, constraints, recommended cost share allocations, and
strategic considerations to guide Delta flood risk reduction investments, supported by, at a minimum,
the following actions to be conducted by the Department of Water Resources, consistent with available
funding:

+ Anassessment of existing Delta levee conditions. This should include the development of
a Delta levee conditions map based on sound data inputs, including, but not limited to:

« Geometric levee assessment
« Flow and updated stage-frequency analysis

¢ Anisland-by-island economics-based risk analysis. This analysis should consider, but not
be limited to, values related to protecting:
o Island residents/life safety
e Property
o Value of Delta islands’ economic output, including agriculture
« State water supply

o Critical local, State, federal, and private infrastructure, including aqueducts, state
highways, electricity transmission lines, gas/petroleum pipelines, gas fields, railroads,
and deepwater shipping channels

o Delta water quality

« Existing ecosystem values and ecosystem restoration opportunities
o Recreation

o Systemwide integrity

+ An ongoing assessment of Delta levee conditions. This should include a process for
updating Delta levee assessment information on a routine basis.

This methodology should provide the basis for the prioritization of State investments in Delta levees. It
should include, but not be limited to, the public reporting of the following items:

¢ Tiered ranking of Delta islands, based on economics-based risk analysis values
+ Delta levee conditions status report, including a levee conditions map
¢ Inventory of Delta infrastructure assets





