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Update and Evaluation of Habitat Restoration Efforts 
 
 
Summary:  Staff has drafted an issue paper about habitat restoration and requests that 
the Council review the attached draft and provide input to guide revisions. The staff will 
then provide a revised version and request endorsement of recommended actions to 
help implement Delta Plan policies and recommendations regarding habitat restoration. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Delta Plan calls for restoring the Delta ecosystem while improving water supply 
reliability and protecting and enhancing the unique values of the Delta, as required by 
the Delta Reform Act. Habitat restoration is a key element of ecosystem restoration, 
which also includes restoration of flows, improvement of water quality, and better 
management of nonnative invasive species, fish hatcheries and commercial and 
sportfishing. 
 
The Delta Stewardship Council’s role is to promote and provide oversight for habitat 
restoration in the Delta and Suisun Marsh. In July 2013, the Delta Stewardship Council 
received the Delta Independent Science Board’s review of science programs that 
support adaptive management of habitat restoration in the Delta (Water Code Sec 
85280(a)(3)). In addition, the Council heard reports from several agencies about their 
activities to coordinate or carry out Delta restoration activities (Water Code Sec 
85210(h)). In November 2013, the Council received a staff report on progress toward 
addressing issues raised at the oversight session. The attached paper provides 
additional analysis and recommendations to follow up on the oversight session, 
incorporating additional ideas from the Delta Science Plan and the draft Delta 
Restoration Framework, developed by a working group of the Delta Restoration 
Network, coordinated by the Delta Conservancy. 
 
Delta Plan Policies, Recommendations and Performance Measures 
 
The Delta Stewardship Council’s role is to promote and provide oversight for habitat 
restoration in the Delta and Suisun Marsh. Guidance for this role is found in the Delta 
Plan’s policies and recommendations. 
 

 G P1 requires all restoration projects that are covered actions under the Delta 
Plan to use best available science and adaptive management. 
 

 DP P2 requires siting habitat restoration projects to avoid or reduce conflict with 
existing uses, such as agriculture and waterfowl refuges, when feasible. This 
policy also states that plans for ecosystem restoration must consider sites on 
existing public lands, when feasible, before privately owned sites are purchased. 
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 ER P2 requires habitat restoration to be consistent with the Department of Fish 

and Wildlife’s draft Conservation Strategy for Delta restoration, which calls for 
restoring habitats at appropriate elevations. 

 
 ER R2 recommends that Bay Delta Conservation Plan implementers, 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, Department of Water Resources, and the Delta 
Conservancy prioritize and implement habitat restoration in six designated areas. 

 
The Council will evaluate progress using the Delta Plan’s performances measures, 
which include the initiation of pilot projects in each of the priority habitat restoration 
areas by 2015, as well as progress toward the acreage targets for tidal marsh and 
floodplain habitat found in the biological opinions on state and federal water project 
operations.  
 
Draft Issue Paper 
 
The draft issue paper recommends ways to improve all stages of habitat restoration, 
from land acquisition to long-term monitoring, while respecting existing land uses and 
enhancing flood protection. Although a broader range of restoration activities are 
envisioned in the Delta Plan, the paper focuses on what the Council can do to 
accelerate, coordinate and ensure the effectiveness of the habitat restoration required 
by the biological opinions on the state and federal water project operations, i.e., 8,000 
acres of intertidal and associated subtidal habitats and 17,000 to 20,000 acres of 
floodplain habitat, which is referenced in one of the Delta Plan performance measures. 
According to testimony at the Council’s oversight hearing, some of the main barriers to 
implementation include conflicts with existing uses, land acquisition challenges, 
complex permitting, and insufficient funding for monitoring and adaptive management. 
 
The draft Issue Paper describes how habitat restoration is progressing in the priority 
areas designated by the Delta Plan, and proposes eight recommendations in keeping 
with the Delta Plan to overcome barriers to restoration.  
  
The recommendations are explained in detail in the attached issue paper. They are: 
 
1. Implement regional conservation strategies to employ best science and manage 

conflicts.  
2. Prioritize restoration of public lands where appropriate, then acquire private lands. 
3. Adopt agricultural land stewardship guidelines. 
4. Use best practices for acquisition of habitat land and conservation easements. 
5. Improve permit coordination.  
6. Use a common framework for wetland monitoring to track restoration progress and 

inform adaptive management.  
7. Establish reference sites. 
8. Report annually on restoration progress. 
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The staff requests input on the draft Issue Paper from the Council and the public 
endorsement. A revised version of the paper may be presented at a future Council 
meeting. If a future version is endorsed by the Council, the staff will use the paper to 
advocate for the recommended improvements in implementing habitat restoration 
actions of the Delta Plan.  

  
List of Attachments  
 
Attachment 1:  Issue Paper: Restoring Habitat with Science and Society in Mind 
 
Contact  
 
Jessica Davenport, Program Manager    Phone:  (916) 445-2168 
Ecosystem Restoration and Land Use 

 


