PowerPoint Presentation

Conceptual Alternatives Being
Considered for Evaluation in Delta
Plan EIR
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Purpose of Alternatives

« CEQA requires that public agencies
evaluate whether policy/project objectives
feasibly can be accomplished in ways that
minimize harm to the environment

 Therefore, when an agency formulates
proposed policies, it must evaluate
whether those policies still can be
achieved via alternatives that are better for
the environment
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Starting Point for Alternatives

 Fundamentally, an EIR evaluates
alternatives to the “Project” being proposed

e For us, the “Project” is the proposed Delta
Plan

— Specifically, the Draft Delta Plan
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Alternatives in the Delta Plan EIR

In Accordance with CEQA Guidelines
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a)-(c))

An EIR shall describe a range of reasonable
alternatives to the proposed project

Which would feasibly attain most of the basic
objectives of the project

But would avoid or substantially lessen any of
the significant effects of the project

An EIR Is not required to consider
alternatives that are infeasible
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Conceptual Approach to Alternatives

Increased Emphasis on Water Supplies from the Delta

— Less emphasis on local/regional water supplies and more
emphasis on providing Delta exports than under Delta
Plan

Increased Emphasis on Delta Ecosystem Restoration

— More emphasis on aquatic and upland ecosystem
restoration than under Delta Plan

Increased Emphasis on Protection and Enhancement
of Delta Communities and Culture
— More emphasis on protection and maintaining agricultural

and recreational uses through levee improvements and
less ecosystem restoration
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SUMMARY OF CONCEPTUAL DELTA PLAN EIR AL TERNATIVES [Working IIIIH:EI 10, 2011)

Altemative 3 - INCraassad EMpHasis on

Proposed Project - Delta Plan

Afematies 1 - Increassd on
Use of Delta for Rallsbde Water Suppliss

Altarnative 2 - Increased Emphaals on
Dwita Ecoeystemn Resforation

Protection and Enhancement of Delta
Comimunifies and Culbure

At Compared io EXICHng Condibons:

" iIncreassd Emphasiz on Local and Regional
Water Supples

* Aeduced Rellance on Deka Exports

* Defta Comieyance: Dual Comeyance -
Capacky 3,000 - 15,000 cfs,

FRange of Defia Flow Crieria with Increazed
Emphasis on Defta Ecosysiem & comparsd
o Cypeerations desoibed In the Frogress
Repord o the Bay Defy Corosneation Plaw
MMMEm

" New Siomage FadBes: Emphasis on Local
Siomge plus some Lisjor Siomge

A& Compared b0 Propoted Projes

" Reduced Emphasiz on Local and Reglomasl
Warer Suppiles

" Inreased Relance on Defla Exports

" D=k Corveeyamoe: Dual Comeysmoe -
Capacity 9,000 - 15,000 cfs,

Range of Defa Fow Cricra with Ingeased
Emprasis on Delta Waker Deilveries (simiar
I Operatons desoribed In the Progress
Report o the Bay Defa Conservation Plan
(11MBMD])

" Hew Siomge FaclBes: Reduoed Emplasts
on Local Storage and Imreased Emphasis
on Major Stormpe

[AE Comparsd to Propoted Projsot:

" Ircreased Empiass on Loml and Regional
Water Supplies

" Reduced Relance on Dedla Expornts

* Deita CoONvEyance: Esokated COmEyance -
{Capadty 2,000 - 2,000 cfs,

Range of Dela Flow Critena win increased
Empiasis on Ecosysiem Habitat

" hiew Siorage Fadibes: Sillar io Proposed
Project but wilh InCreased Emphasis
o Improve Ecosystem

|4c Compared to Propoced

" InCreased Emphasis on Local amd
FRegional ‘Water Supples
jsme a5 Altemathve )

" Feduoed Relance on Defia Exyporis [same
s AREmatve )

iaber Quality amd Fiows for In-Defts
Cwink ing "Waber amd Agricuiheal Waler Lisers

" Mew Siorspe Facites: Simiiar o Proposed

#Ag Companed fo Exicing Condicne:

* Increased Emphasis on Eoosystem
FResinmabon - Mo Empiaesis than
described I Progress Repart on
e Bay Dl Conrsnation Plan (1180109

" Increased Emphasis on Contod of
Mor-Hathve Imasikve Species

Ag. Compared bo Propossd Projeot:

" Decreased Emphasis on
Eoosysiem HabEst Resinmabon
similar 10 that desribed I Progress Report
ot e Bay Delia Consersaing Fian
(1118100

" Incressed Empiasis on Control of
Feon-Biatee Invasive Species

|4 s Compared t0 Froposad Projeot:
" Increased Empiasis on Ecosysiem Habdtat

" Imcreased Ermpiasis on Comt of
Mon-fatve Invashee Specdes

|ac Comipared to Propoced Project

" Feduosd Empihasis on Ecosysem
FResimadon igenerally ess on fFat
desribed I Progress Report on

the Bay Delfy Comsensation Flam (1118100

" Reduced Emplasis on Conbol of
Hon-Hathe Invashe Spedes (same as
Extsting Corsditions)

A% Compared 0 EXIGOng Conailions.

" Appresshve Schedule for Complefion of Flow
Criena for Bhe Defta and Upsinesm

Eame ac Proposed Projeod

|3ame ac Fropocad Projeot

Ve Compared Iz Fropoced Projeol

" Less Aggressive Schedule for Compietion of
Floww Coriberis, Fiow Dijerthves, amd Tobsl

Existing CondHons for Agriculbural Aneas
and Reskiental Sreas wilh less than
10, 000 reskdents

" Design Criberia More Relsiesd o Dedis Export
Winier Gy Protedion

" Design Criteris More Relaied o Emsysiem

prove Wabsr
I; . Tributaries, and possibly Flow Ohjectves, IeanrirraurT Daally Limits

and Increased Emphasis Toksl Maximem
Drally Limnits fior Possible Contsmine s -
especaly Pyrethmids
Mg Comparsd in Exieling Condiane: AE Camparsd bo Propozsd Prajsat: A Comnparsd to Propozsd Projsat: s Compared b= Propoced Projsot
" Increased Emphasis on Leves Conesinaction " Sarme= Emphasis on Leves " Reduced Empiasis on Leves Construction * Increased Emphasis on Leves Consiruciion

Rick of Consrucion as Froposed Froject due o incressed undsfion of Lasds for o proiect Exising Land Lises.

In the * Design Critera that ane More Siringent San Ecnsystem Reshrason

" De=sign Criteris Mon= Relalted o Protection of
Diefin Land Uses: and Economic Vaues

NOTE: Range of Allemaiives also will Includs the Mo Project Aiemative
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Proposed Next Steps for EIR

June Council Meeting — authorize publication of
DEIR for public review and comment

_ate June/early July — publish DEIR for 45-day
nublic/stakeholder review and comment

July — hearing to take public comment on DEIR

September/October — respond to DEIR comments;
revise EIR if necessary; post responses/revisions

November — Council considers Final EIR for
certification as being complete and consistent with
CEQA
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Conclusion

e Questions from the Council?





