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Purpose of AlternativesPurpose of Alternatives

• CEQA requires that public agenciesCEQA requires that public agencies 
evaluate whether policy/project objectives 
feasibly can be accomplished in ways that y p y
minimize harm to the environment

• Therefore, when an agency formulates g y
proposed policies, it must evaluate 
whether those policies still can be 

hi d i lt ti th t b tt fachieved via alternatives that are better for 
the environment 
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Starting Point for AlternativesStarting Point for Alternatives

• Fundamentally an EIR evaluatesFundamentally, an EIR evaluates 
alternatives to the “Project” being proposed

• For us the “Project” is the proposed Delta• For us, the Project  is the proposed Delta 
Plan

S ifi ll th D ft D lt Pl– Specifically, the Draft Delta Plan
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Alternatives in the Delta Plan EIR 
in Accordance with CEQA Guidelines

(CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a)-(c))

• An EIR shall describe a range of reasonable 
alternatives to the proposed projectalternatives to the proposed project

• Which would feasibly attain most of the basic 
objectives of the projectj p j

• But would avoid or substantially lessen any of 
the significant effects of the projectg p j

• An EIR is not required to consider 
alternatives that are infeasible
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Conceptual Approach to AlternativesConceptual Approach to Alternatives

• Increased Emphasis on Water Supplies from the Delta
– Less emphasis on local/regional water supplies and more 

emphasis on providing Delta exports than under Delta 
Plan

I d E h i D lt E t R t ti• Increased Emphasis on Delta Ecosystem Restoration
– More emphasis on aquatic and upland ecosystem 

restoration than under Delta Plan
I d E h i P t ti d E h t• Increased Emphasis on Protection and Enhancement 
of Delta Communities and Culture
– More emphasis on protection and maintaining agricultural 

and recreational uses through levee improvements andand recreational uses through levee improvements and 
less ecosystem restoration
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Proposed Next Steps for EIRProposed Next Steps for EIR

• June Council Meeting – authorize publication of g p
DEIR for public review and comment

• Late June/early July – publish DEIR for 45-day 
bli / t k h ld i d tpublic/stakeholder review and comment

• July – hearing to take public comment on DEIR
• September/October respond to DEIR comments;• September/October – respond to DEIR comments; 

revise EIR if necessary; post responses/revisions
• November – Council considers Final EIR for 

certification as being complete and consistent with 
CEQA
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ConclusionConclusion

• Questions from the Council?Questions from the Council?
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