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Background Information to Guide Discussion on Scope and Possible Gaps-in-Expertise 
 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) EIR  
Delta Independent Science Board Review 

 

Background 
 The Water/Delta Legislation of 2009: Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act: SBX7 1 tasks the 
Delta Independent Science Board with reviewing the draft EIR/S.  

• WC sec. 85320(c) requires the Board to review the draft EIR and submit comments to the 
Delta Stewardship Council and the Department of Fish and Game  
• WC sec. 85280(a)(3) requires the Board, generally, to provide oversight of scientific research, 
monitoring, and assessment programs that support adaptive management of the Delta through 
periodic reviews of each of those programs.  
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The Objective of the BDCP EIR/EIS   
Extracted from: [http://baydeltaconservationplan.com/EnvironmentalReviewProcess/AboutTheEIR.aspx] 
 
Agencies developing the Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) will evaluate ecosystem restoration, water conveyance, and other stressors alternatives 
identified by the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) and through the environmental review 
process under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).   

A joint EIR/EIS for BDCP is currently being prepared by the DWR, the Bureau of Reclamation, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service, in cooperation with the California Department of Fish and 
Game, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Under CEQA, the EIR will describe the proposed project, identify its significant environmental 
impacts, and develop reasonable mitigation measures and alternatives to eliminate or reduce such 
impacts. Under NEPA, the EIS will describe a reasonable range of alternatives that would avoid, 
minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts.  

The EIR/EIS will:  

• Fulfill the requirements of:  
o CEQA  
o NEPA  

• Describe the proposed action  
o For CEQA compliance: Describe the proposed project, identify its significant 

environmental impacts, and develop reasonable mitigation measures and 
alternatives to eliminate or reduce such impacts.  

o For NEPA compliance: Describe reasonable range of alternatives that would 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts.  

• Analyze the environmental effects of the proposed action and the alternatives  
• Support future regulatory actions or approval  
• Serve as a decision document as well as a disclosure document  
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Charge to Delta ISB 
 

Overall Goals, Purpose, Objectives and Scope  
1. Are the alternatives clearly defined? 
2. Do the alternatives cover a reasonable range of possibilities? 
3. Is best available science employed to meet the EIR/EIS goals?  
4. Are assumptions clearly articulated and reasonable considering the complexity? 

 
Completeness, Structure and Effectiveness of Description  

1. How complete is the scientific analysis; how clearly are the methods described?  
2. Are the alternatives studied in adequate detail to differentiate outcomes among the 

alternatives? 
3. Overall are the analyses reasonable and scientifically defensible? How clearly are the 

roll-up comparisons among alternatives conveyed in the text, figures and tables?  
 
Approach, Analysis, Tools and Modeling  

1. Does the scientific approach integrate an appropriate suite of analyses? Were 
tools/analyses appropriate and described adequately?  

2. How well is uncertainty addressed and communicated?  
3. Do the analyses describe sensitivity of conclusions to assumptions and uncertainty and 

how possible conflicting data and analyses are interpreted?  
4. How well does the analysis link to adaptive management and associated monitoring 

programs?  
 

Adaptive Management 
1. How well is the overall adaptive management strategy described and are the goals of the 

adaptive management plan achievable?   
2. Are the proposed monitoring and data management, analysis, reporting and decision 

making processes adequate to create a defensible and transparent implementation of 
adaptive management? 

Statutory Questions 
1. Comment on the scientific basis and clarity related to the EIR conclusions regarding: 

(a) the range of flow criteria, rates of diversion, and other operational criteria required for 
recovering the Delta ecosystem and restoring fisheries under a reasonable range of 
hydrologic conditions and identifying the remaining water available for export and other 
beneficial uses.  
(b) the potential effects of climate change (including possible sea level rise up to 55 
inches), and possible changes in total precipitation and runoff patterns on the conveyance 
alternatives and habitat restoration activities considered in the EIR.  
(c ) the potential effects on migratory fish and aquatic resources.  
(d) the potential effects of each Delta conveyance alternative on Delta water quality.  
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