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Response to comment I115-1 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment I115-2 
The Revised Project, which is the November 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan, 
was analyzed in the Recirculated Draft Program EIR (Volume 3 of the 
Draft Program EIR) which was circulated for public review and comment 
from November 30, 2012, through January 14, 2013. The issues covered 
by Fifth Staff Draft Delta Plan recommendation WR R9 are now covered 
by Final Draft Delta Plan recommendation WR R10, which states that 
water suppliers that receive a significant percentage of their long-term 
water supplies from groundwater sources should develop and implement 
sustainable groundwater management plan consistent with 
recommendations in DWR Bulletin 118, as described in Appendix C. 
Water suppliers that use conjunctive use programs generally would use 
groundwater for a large portion of their water supplies (Table C-12, 
pp. C-13 to C-14; Final Draft Delta Plan, p. 111). Impacts due to water 
supply projects that would be encouraged by the Delta Plan, including 
groundwater projects, are analyzed in Sections 3 through 21 of the EIR. 
The analysis in this EIR assumes that groundwater water supplies would 
not become overdrafted because the proposed Delta Plan encourages 
establishment of balanced groundwater management programs. Therefore, 
it is assumed that other water supplies, including recycled water, local 
water storage facilities, ocean desalination, water use efficiency and 
conservation, and water transfers, would be used to meet the water 
demands projected in adopted general plans. The EIR also recognizes that 
portions of the agricultural areas in the San Joaquin Valley could be 
fallowed or retired due to the lack of water supplies to replace reduced 
water supplied from the Delta, if any. The impact assessments in Sections 
3 through 21 evaluate the construction and operation of local and regional 
water supplies, and conclude, in most cases, that there may be significant 
and adverse impacts. 

Response to comment I115-3  
The EIR describes existing conditions in Sections 3 through 21 of the 
DEIR. Section 3 of the EIR discusses existing groundwater overdraft 
conditions in many areas of California. Please refer to response to 
comment I115-2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-4  
Please refer to responses to comment I115-2 and I115-3. 
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Response to comment I115-5  
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Final Draft Delta Plan 
Chapter 2, The Delta Plan, concerns Science and Adaptive Management in 
the Delta (Final Draft Delta Plan, pp. 42 – 45). In addition, each chapter of 
the Final Draft Delta Plan contains a section on Science and Information 
Needs. 

Response to comment I115-6  
Please refer to response to comment I115-2. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-7  
Sections 3 and 11 of this EIR discuss the significant adverse water quality 
and seepage conditions that may result from implementation of the 
proposed Delta Plan. Please refer to response to comment I115-2. 

The Delta Plan assumes implementation of WR R10 that would result in 
preparation of sustainable groundwater management plans, as identified in 
DWR Bulletin 118 and Water Code section 10753, by water agencies. The 
groundwater management plans must include: 1) basin management 
objectives; and 2) a program for monitoring and management of 
groundwater levels, groundwater quality, land surface subsidence, and 
changes in surface water flow and water quality that directly affects 
groundwater or is caused by groundwater pumping.  
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Response to comment I115-8  
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-9 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 

  



 

 

No comments 
- n/a - 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-10  
Please refer to Master Response 2. The existing conditions at the time of 
the publication of the Notice of Preparation of this EIR in December 2010, 
which is the normal CEQA environmental baseline pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines section 15125(a), are described in each resource section of the 
DEIR. Impacts on water resources are described in Section 3 of the EIR at 
a program level.  
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Response to comment I115-11  
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-12 
Comment noted. 

Response to comment I115-13 
Comment noted. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-14  
Impacts due to water supply projects that would be encouraged by the 
Delta Plan, including groundwater projects, are analyzed in Sections 3 
through 21 of the EIR. The analysis in this EIR assumes that groundwater 
water supplies would not become overdrafted because the proposed Delta 
Plan encourages establishment of balanced groundwater management 
programs. Therefore, it is assumed that other water supplies, including 
recycled water, local water storage facilities, ocean desalination, water use 
efficiency and conservation, and water transfers, would be used to meet 
the water demands projected in adopted general plans. The EIR also 
recognizes that portions of the agricultural areas in the San Joaquin Valley 
could be fallowed or retired due to the lack of water supplies to replace 
reduced water supplied from the Delta, if any. The impact assessments in 
Sections 3 through 21 evaluate the construction and operation of local and 
regional water supplies, and conclude, in most cases, that there may be 
significant and adverse impacts. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-15  
Please refer to Master Response 1 regarding BDCP. The proposed BDCP 
is a reasonably foreseeable future project that is not part of the Delta Plan. 
It is being evaluated by the Department of Water Resources as the CEQA 
lead agency. The cumulative impacts of the proposed Delta Plan, in 
combination with the impact of the proposed BDCP, are described in EIR 
Sections 22 and 23.  

As described in Section 2 of the Recirculated Draft Program EIR, the 
Revised Project will encourage increased development of reliable local 
and regional water supplies to reduce reliance on Delta exports. If the 
Delta exports are reduced through increased water use efficiency, recycled 
water projects, ocean desalination projects, or local surface water and 
groundwater projects, it is not anticipated that the new water supplies 
would be conveyed to the reservoirs that currently store water from the 
Central Valley Project or State Water Project which are generally located 
upstream of the local and regional water supplies. It is also anticipated that 
there will be less water diverted from the upstream CVP and SWP 
reservoirs, including Trinity Lake, Shasta Lake, and Oroville Reservoir, 
especially in the summer months to provide cold water releases in the fall 
and Delta outflow releases in the fall to comply with current biological 
opinions and because there could be changes in water supply management 
for areas outside of the Delta that use Delta water. These actions could 
result in higher summer reservoir elevations that could benefit recreation 
in Trinity Lake, Shasta Lake, and Oroville Reservoir.  

Response to comment I115-16  
Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding the study area for this EIR. 
The EIR did evaluate impacts in the Delta watershed upstream of the Delta 
if conditions would change from existing conditions due to 
implementation of the alternatives. In the Draft PEIR, there were no 
anticipated changes in water resource-related conditions, and therefore, the 
Draft PEIR did not discuss this geographic area. In the Recirculated Draft 
PEIR, there were anticipated changes and those were discussed in the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-17  
The Final Draft Delta Plan (the Revised Project) was issued in November 
2012 and analyzed in the Recirculated Draft Program EIR (Volume 3 of 
the Draft Program EIR), which was circulated for public review and 
comment from November 30, 2012, through January 14, 2013. 
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Response to comment I115-18  
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-19  
Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding the study area for this EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-20  
Please refer to Master Response 2. This EIR analyzes cumulative impacts 
in Section 22. The lead agencies for future projects encouraged by the 
Delta Plan will be required to comply with CEQA at a project level. If 
those future projects may have a significant effect on the environment, the 
lead agency must analyze the cumulative impacts of the proposed project 
in combination with past, present and reasonably probable future projects 
(CEQA Guidelines § 15130). 
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Response to comment I115-21 
Please refer to response to comment I115-20. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-22  
Comment noted. 

Response to comment I115-23  
The Delta Plan encourages the SWRCB to complete the updated Bay-
Delta Water Quality Control Plan flow objectives. However, only the 
SWRCB has authority to set those objectives. The Delta Plan and the EIR 
therefore cannot project what those objectives will be. The Delta Plan and 
the sources it cites (including especially the SWRCB’s 2010 Flow Criteria 
Report) explains that the flow objectives that best advance the coequal 
goals will be those that bring about more natural functional flows within 
and out of the Delta. See Delta Plan, pp. 136 to 142, 155, and sources cited 
therein. The EIR thus assumes, consistent with CEQA, that the SWRCB 
will adopt updated objectives that will advance such a flow regime. The 
general assumption of a more natural flow regime is sufficient for the 
EIR’s programmatic approach. The impacts of the flow objectives are 
analyzed in greater, quantitative detail, in the SWRCB’s Public Draft 
Substitute Environmental Document in Support of Potential Changes to 
the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay-
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta Estuary: San Joaquin River Flows and 
Southern Delta Water Quality (December 2012). See Master Response 5 
for further discussion. 
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Response to comment I115-24 
This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. 

  



 

 

Response to comment I115-25  
Comment noted. 
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