1103 Lowell Jarvis
Response to comment 1103-1

Comment noted.



Response to comment 1103-2
Comment noted.

Response to comment 1103-3

Hearings were held to receive comments on the Draft Program EIR in the
Sacramento Valley in Sacramento and Willows.

Response to comment 1103-4

This is a comment on the project, not on the EIR. Also, please refer to
Master Response 2.

Response to comment 1103-5

The Delta Plan encourages the SWRCB to complete the updated
Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan flow objectives. However, only the
SWRCB has authority to set those objectives. The Delta Plan and the EIR
therefore cannot project what those objectives will be. The Delta Plan and
the sources it cites (including especially the SWRCB’s 2010 Flow Criteria
Report) explains that the flow objectives that best advance the coequal
goals will be those that bring about more natural functional flows within
and out of the Delta. See Delta Plan, pp. 136 to 142, 155, and sources cited
therein. The EIR thus assumes, consistent with CEQA, that the SWRCB
will adopt updated objectives that will advance such a flow regime. The
general assumption of a more natural flow regime is sufficient for the
EIR’s programmatic approach. The impacts of the flow objectives are
analyzed in greater, quantitative detail, in the SWRCB’s Public Draft
Substitute Environmental Document in Support of Potential Changes to
the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay-
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta Estuary: San Joaquin River Flows and
Southern Delta Water Quality (December 2012). See Master Response 5
for further discussion. Neither the Delta Reform Act nor the Delta Plan
affect water rights (Water Code §§ 85031, 85032(i)). Similarly, the
SWRCB'’s update of the flow objectives will not directly affect water
rights. Please see Master Response 5 for further discussion of the EIR’s
analysis of the protections for exiting water uses and users. These
protections are included in all of the alternatives analyzed in the EIR. The
hydroelectric power generation at the SWP and CVP reservoirs is
primarily used to convey SWP and CVP water. Water releases from the
SWP and CVP reservoirs could continue to generate electricity, although
in a different time of the year, and could be used to meet a portion of



California's energy supply. Also, if less water is conveyed through the Delta by
SWP and CVP, than there would be less demand for energy for conveyance of this
water. The Delta Plan does not direct or encourage reservoir operations that would
increase the risk of flooding in upstream locations, nor does it direct or encourage
reservoir operations designed solely to protect the Delta from flooding. As stated on
page 131 of the Delta Plan, “DWR is leading a System Reoperation Task Force with
Reclamation, USACE, and other State, federal, and local agencies to study and
assess opportunities for reoperating existing reservoir and conveyance facilities to
improve flood protection and capture of available water runoff, particularly in the
context of climate change.”



Response to comment 1103-6

The proposed BDCP is a reasonably foreseeable future project that is not
part of the Delta Plan. It is being evaluated by the Department of Water
Resources as the CEQA lead agency. As described in Section 23 of the
Recirculated Draft Program EIR, if completed and approved by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the BDCP must be considered
by the Delta Stewardship Council and included in the Delta Plan as
required by the Delta Reform Act (Water Code section 85320

et seq.).Water Code section 85320 establishes a process for incorporation
of the BDCP into the Delta Plan, including a requirement that the BDCP
complies with the requirements for preparation of an Natural Community
Conservation Plan (NCCP) (Chapter 10 [commencing with Section 2800]
of Division 3 of the Fish and Game Code) which generally includes a
monitoring program. Please refer to Master Response 1.



Response to comment 1103-7
Please refer to Master Response 1.

Response to comment 1103-8

As described in Section 2A of the Draft Program EIR, the Delta Plan and
all the alternatives encourage users of Delta water to reduce reliance on
the Delta, in accordance with the Delta Reform Act, through
implementation of water use efficiency program and local and regional
water supplies, including future desalination facilities and recycled water
and stormwater reuse projects, as described in Subsection 2.2.1.4 and
2.2.1.5, respectively, of the Draft Program EIR.



Response to comment 1103-9
Comment noted.
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* Revising related monitoring and assessment programs using insights gained from the portal
development process

+ Expanding outreach to new partners, both within state agencies and outside of state
government, and their inclusion in both existing and new theme-specific workgroups

+ |dentifying the next set of priorities for portal development

* Adapting lessons learned from recent efforts to the Monitoring Council’s developing plans
and procedures

* Designing and implementing the more permanent technical and institutional infrastructure
needed to support this expanded and ongoing effort

December 23, 2010
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the theme-specific workgroups would also be appropriate bodies to provide direction and
coordination on effectiveness monitoring.

A plan for improvements to monitoring associated with state funded improvement projects will
require an estimate of the amount of grant dollars spent on monitoring.

December 23, 2010
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* Recommends that the Monitoring Council should work with its member agencies, the - n/ a-
Gontrol Agencies, the Governor's Office, and the Legislature to identify ways to address the
contracting and implementation constraints summarized in Section 3.3.3 above

December 23, 2010
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