
Hill Slough Tidal Marsh 
Restoration Project

950 acres of diked seasonal and 
perennial wetlands in Suisun Marsh 



Location



Existing Conditions
 7 Ponds managed mainly 

for waterfowl and other 
wildlife--no hunting 
allowed

 Levees need constant 
maintenance

 Mosquitoes are attracted 
to ponded water

 Adjacent portions of Hill 
Slough Wildlife Area to 
the east are tidal

 Public use is mainly dog-
walking and fishing--
access can be difficult



January, 2006



January, 2006



Pond 5



Levees



Pond 4 perennial marsh



Pond 4A



Pond 1/2



Pond 4A upland



 Restore up to 950 acres of tidal marsh and 
associated upland edge through the natural 
processes of estuarine sedimentation, 
vegetation establishment, and tidal channel 
scour

 Create special-status species habitat for the 
juvenile salmonids, splittail, California clapper 
rail and salt marsh harvest mouse

 Reduce existing mosquito habitat by reducing 
the quantity standing water 

 Enhance and restore existing managed and 
seasonal wetlands

Opportunities



Constraints
 Land subsidence has resulted in low initial site 

elevations;
 The persistence of existing artificial site features 

(e.g. levees and borrow ditches) that will hinder 
site evolution (e.g. development of sinuous tidal 
channels);

 The need to provide access and protection to 
the PG&E towers located on the site

 The need to protect Grizzly Island Road from 
flooding impacts



Project Alternatives

 Alternative 1 –Tidal 
and Mixed Wetlands 
Complex 

 Alternative 2 - Full 
Tidal 

 Alternative 3A – West 
Side Tidal (Raised 
Road)

 Alternative 3B – West 
Side Tidal (Levee)

 No Project Alternative 



Preferred alternative

 Raise Grizzly Island 
Road

 Improve PG&E 
towers and access

 Improve some levees
 Breach levees
 Create public access 

trails and parking



Preferred Alternative 
projected habitats



Project timeline

Draft EIR to public January 2013?

 Permits and Final EIR by June 2013

Road construction 2013/2014

 Pond construction 2014/2015
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