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  Stephen A. Forbes 

 
Achieving the coequal goals mandated by the 2009 Delta Reform Act will require an 
integrated aquatic science program based on adaptive management. An integrated 
science program is one that shares a single, unifying conceptual model and a common 
goal with quantifiable performance measures.  
 
This talk will describe a simple, unifying conceptual model developed by Stephen A. 
Forbes, the father of American ecology, for flowing water systems. This conceptual 
model will then be used to show how experimental manipulation of the Delta can be 
unified and quantified. The talk will conclude with a description of initial implementation 
steps.  
 
 
 
 
Contact Martina Koller at (916) 445–5838 or martina.koller@deltacouncil.ca.gov if you have any 
questions. 
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