
Delta Independent Science Board Meeting 
 May 8, 2014 

Teleconference Summary 

May 8, 2014 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 11:04 a.m., on May 8, 2014, by the Chair of the Delta 
Independent Science Board (ISB or the Board), Dr. Tracy Collier. One member of the Board 
was physically present: Jay Lund. Seven members participated by phone: Elizabeth Canuel, 
Tracy Collier, Harindra (Joe) Fernando, Judy Meyer, Richard Norgaard, Vince Resh, and John 
Wiens. Two members were absent: Brian Atwater and Steve Brandt. 

None of the Board members made any new disclosures. 

Delta Science Program (DSP) Staff in attendance: Peter Goodwin, Rainer Hoenicke, Lauren 
Hastings, Marina Brand, Jennifer Bigman, and Joanne Vinton. 

 

2. Delta ISB Business Matters 
Collier said that the Board will discuss its program reviews at the June 12-13 Board meeting. He 
asked program review teams to prepare brief verbal or written reports describing their plans for 
their assigned reviews, both content and timing. The reviews and teams are: 

• Water quality: Collier and Canuel 

• Levees: Atwater 

• Water reliability: Lund 

• Delta as place: Norgaard 

• Adaptive management interim report (new possibility): Lund and Resh, with Hastings 

Tracy sent thank you notes to presenters at the April 17 bus tour of the south Delta, but he still 
needs to send thank you notes to Chris Knopp (former Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) 
Executive Officer) and Anke Mueller-Solger (outgoing Lead Scientist for the Interagency 
Ecological Program). 

 

3. Discuss and approve the Delta ISB comment letter on the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan (BDCP) Draft Environmental Impact Report / Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIR/EIS) 

The Board discussed the Overview of its report on the BDCP DEIR/EIS. Members were 
satisfied with it, except for minor editorial changes from Meyer and Canuel. Meyer and Canuel 
will send their changes to Collier, who will make sure that the changes are just grammatical and 
not changes in meaning or intent. Wiens will assemble comments on the Overview. 

The Board discussed Appendix A. Members were satisfied with it. Meyer had minor comments, 
which she will send to Collier and Atwater. Collier said that he will check the proposed edits to 
make sure that they do not change the meaning of the report. 

The Board discussed Appendix B, which was edited by Laura Walker, the DSC’s research 
writer. Board members will send changes to Brand and Bigman. 

1 
 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Overview-Review-of-the-Draft-EIR-EIS.pdf
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Appendix-A-Responses-of-the-Delta-Independent-Science-Board.pdf
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Appendix-B-Comments-by-the-Delta-Independent-Science-Board.pdf


Delta Independent Science Board Meeting 
 May 8, 2014 

Collier said that he agreed to review Chapter 24 (Hazards and Hazardous Materials), but did not 
have time to do it. He asked the Board if he should try to review it over the weekend. Board 
members said no, but suggested adding a caveat to Appendix B to explain why the Board did 
not review all chapters. The caveat should also explain that review of all chapters would not 
change the Board’s overall assessment of the DEIR/EIS. Collier will write a draft of the caveat 
and send it to Board members for review. Appendix B should also include an introduction that 
explains how the chapter reviews were done—in small groups. 

Meyer will move the decision tree discussion to the end of the Chapter 3 review. 

The target date for finalizing the entire comment memo is May 15, as requested by the DSC. 

The Board discussed the cover letter. Brandt’s name needs to be added to the letterhead. 
Collier, Norgaard, Atwater (via email), and Lund suggested minor changes. Collier will 
incorporate changes and work with DSP on the final product. 

 

4. Public Comment 
Audrey Patterson, San Joaquin Tributaries Authority. Patterson commended the Board on the 
open process it used to review the BDCP DEIR/EIS and hopes the Board will conduct all of its 
future reviews in the same manner. She said that it was helpful to have speakers from the 
Department of Water Resources come to ISB meetings to make presentations during the 
Board’s review process. She asked for a recap of the Board’s fish and flows discussion from the 
April meeting. Meyer will talk to her after the meeting. 

Burt Wilson, Public Water News Service. Wilson is a spokesperson for opposition to the BDCP. 
He liked how the Board did the BDCP DEIR/EIS review and said that it is clear that the Board is 
independent. He said that Chapter 22, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases, said little about 
carbon offsets and other air pollutants. Offsets were proposed, but they can be anywhere in the 
world, so pollution will stay in the Delta. He said that environmental justice issues will be raised 
because BDCP is available only in English, so many people in the Delta could not read it. He 
asked what will happen now that Board comments are almost done. He also asked about the 
way adaptive management is handled in the BDCP; he was concerned that decisions will be 
made by a policy group. 

Collier recommended that the speakers submit their comments in writing. He assured Wilson 
that the Board will be reviewing adaptive management and told Wilson that environmental 
justice issues do not fall within the ISB’s purview. 

The Board voted to approve its BDCP report. All present approved it with minor changes. 

 

5. Discuss Lead Scientist recruitment 
Michelle Shouse, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), discussed recruitment of the next Lead 
Scientist. She is refining the process that was used in the past, and she will send it out before 
the next ISB meeting. The recruitment bulletin is ready, and ISB members can begin to contact 
possible candidates. 

Goodwin, Collier, Randy Fiorini (DSC Chair), Lund, and others will be on the interview panel. 
The general process is that the USGS will make a recommendation to the Board, the Board will 
evaluate the recommendation, and then make a final recommendation to the DSC. 

The Lead Scientist position is a USGS appointment. An appointment can be made from 
government or academia using an Interagency Personnel Agreement (IPA). Generally, 
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academic candidates are given a two-year leave of absence from their institution with a possible 
third-year extension. An appointment lasting more than three years has negative impacts on the 
candidate’s leave, retirement, and other benefits. Candidates who have recently retired 
generally can get courtesy appointments from the university that they retired from, which avoids 
the more time-consuming USGS application process through USA Jobs. At this time, the USGS 
does not intend on advertising through USA Jobs 

Resh and Meyer will recruit candidates from an upcoming aquatics conference in Portland, 
Oregon. Collier will recruit from federal agencies. Canuel and Fernando will send out the 
recruitment bulletin to academic colleagues. Goodwin asked Board members to emphasize that 
the Lead Scientist position is an opportunity to advertise the quality of the science being done in 
California, which could help with future funding opportunities. Collier said that the recruitment 
bulletin does not convey the importance of the job, so Meyer will write a draft preamble to 
include with the bulletin. Goodwin asked Board members to mention the bulletin at the end of 
any talks they might give at conferences. He also asked members of the public to advertise the 
position. 

Shouse said that the bulletin will not be advertised in journals. It is expensive, and when she 
tried it in the past, no one responded. If Board members know of any list serves, they can send 
the links to Shouse. 

The position will be open until filled. 

The Board will discuss this again during the June meeting, possibly during closed session. 

 

6. Public Comment (For matters that were not on the agenda, but within subject matter 
jurisdiction of the Delta ISB.) 

None. 

11:59 a.m. – Adjourned  
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