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November 15, 2011

Ms. Terry Macaulay
Delta Stewardship Council
980 Ninth Street, Suite 1500
Sacramento, CA 95814
Submitted Via Email: eircomments@deltacouncil.ca.gov

RE: PEIR Comment Period Extension Request

Dear Ms. Macaulay:

The 5-Delta County Farm Bureau Caucus appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
recently released Delta Plan, Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). As the lead agricultural
organizations that represent many of the Delta farmers and ranchers in the primary and secondary
zones of the Delta, we continue to express our concerns with the Delta Plan process, primarily the
review period that has been established for this document.

First and foremost, we request the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) to immediately extend the
comment period for the review of this document to no less than 120 days. We are very understanding
of the pressing timeline the DSC is facing; however, we equally understand that a document of this
magnitude and importance requires a thorough analysis by all stakeholders. A 60 day period simply
does not allow ample time to thoughtfully produce comments that are meaningful towards the analysis
of the PEIR. Furthermore, consideration and timing of this review seems to negate the traditional
holiday periods in November, December and into January that will without doubt reduce the actual days
for review. For these reasons we urge the DSC to extend the review period for the betterment of the
process and as a commitment to all stakeholders that their critical input is valued.

I look forward to receiving a written response to this request as soon as possible. Should you
have any questions, you may contact Delta Caucus staff member Katie Patterson at (209) 931-4931 or
kpatterson@sjfb.org.

Sincerely,

247/ Y27
Russell E. van Loben Sels
Chairman




