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The Delta Plan 
 

 

 

Jan. 11, 2013 

 

 



2009 Delta Reform Act – A Legislative Milestone 

Landmark changes to California water management: 

– Established the coequal goals – putting the protection of the 
ecosystem on equal footing with water supplies 

– Required “reduced reliance on the Delta for future water 
supplies” 

– Included bills on statewide conservation, groundwater  
monitoring, water rights enforcement, bond and … 

– Created 7-member independent Council with actual 
authority to achieve the coequal goals 
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Delta Plan Development Process  

February 2011 – August 2011 
 Five staff drafts released 

November 2011 
 Programmatic Environmental Impact Report circulated 

February 2011 – February 2012 
 250+ organizations & individuals submit 10,000+ comments 

May 2012 
 Final staff draft released 

June-November  2012 
                 Council revises staff draft – changes  

Nov. 30, 2012 – Jan. 14, 2013 
  Comments on Final Draft Delta Plan, Recirculated Draft PEIR & Draft Rulemaking  
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Meeting the coequal goals  
 

 

Builds on earlier efforts, including CALFED and Delta Vision 

Takes “Common sense approach” based on best available 
science 

Knits together the various regulations, policies and plans 
already in place, in progress, or planned 
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Meeting the coequal goals  

 

 

1) Increase water supply reliability  
 

Better water management throughout California, including 
more conservation, diversification of water supplies 

 Improved Delta conveyance & expansion of groundwater and 
surface storage 
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 2) Protect and enhance the ecosystem  
 

 Update Delta water quality objectives  

 Protect 6 high-priority restoration areas      

 Recommendations to reduce ecosystem stressors 
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Meeting the coequal goals  

 



 
 

 

 

Complete & successfully permit Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
 

 Improved conveyance and habitat                                        

are among the most essential actions                                        

to achieve ecosystem restoration                                         

and water quality improvements 
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Meeting the coequal goals  

 



 

3. Achieve in a manner that protects and enhances the 
values & unique, “evolving” characteristics of the Delta    

 

 Locate new urban development                                                                    
in urban and urbanizing areas 

Protect rural lands for agriculture 

Designate the Delta                                                                                      
as a National Heritage Area 

Protect historic communities 

 

Meeting the coequal goals 
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Reduce Risk 

 

 

The Delta is inherently flood-prone …    
 

 Improve flood preparedness and emergency response 

• Delta Flood Risk Management District 

Reduce Delta exposure to flood risk 

• Enhance floodplains, create setback levees 

 Set state priorities for investment in Delta flood protection  
by 2015 
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Flooding in Mossdale, 1997 



DELTA PLAN 
  
RECIRCULATED DRAFT  

PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL  

IMPACT REPORT (EIR) 
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About the Draft Program EIR 

A Draft Program EIR evaluating the fifth Staff Draft Delta 
Plan was released in November 2011 

 

The Recirculated Draft Program EIR evaluates the Final 
Draft Delta Plan, which was  released on  Nov. 30, 2012 

 

The Final Draft Delta Plan is considered the “Revised 
Proposed Project” for this EIR 
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Changes in the Revised Project  

Expanded discussion of background and need for proposed 
policies and recommendations 

Clearly defined goal for water management plans for agencies 
benefitting from a covered action 

Includes recommendations encouraging Delta watershed 
agencies to develop and implement water and groundwater 
management plans 

Performance measures to assist in implementation of the 
policies and recommendations were added 

Issues identified for future evaluation and coordination 
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About the Alternatives Analysis 

 

Finds the Revised Project would be more effective than the 

Proposed Project at reversing or arresting the decline in 

Delta water supply reliability, and thus would do more to 

reduce environmental impacts caused by an uncertain 

water supply 
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DELTA PLAN 
  
REGULATIONS AND 

RULEMAKING PROCESS 
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Rulemaking Package 

Proposed regulations are based on – and carry out –  

the 14 policies in Final Draft Delta Plan 

Process to date 
 Proposed regulations released Nov. 30 for 45-day public review 

 Public hearing after close of comment period – Jan. 24, 2013 

Regulatory Package 
 Proposed Regulations & relevant Delta Plan appendices 

 Initial Statement of Reasons 

 Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement (Form STD 399) 

 Cost analysis for proposed regulations 
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Cost Analysis for Proposed Regulations 

Most Covered Actions 
Low-Cost 

A Few Covered Actions 
with Potentially High 

Cost 



Cost Analysis for Proposed Regulations 

2% 3% 

25% 

24% 

2% 

45% 

Agencies CC 

Council - CC 

Council - Levee 

Agencies - Adap 

Agencies - Other 

Agencies - Levee 

State/Local Agencies - 
Consistency Certification 

Council - Consistency 
Certification 

Council - Levee 
Prioritization 

State/Local Agencies - 
Adaptive Management 

State/Local Agencies - 
Other Policies 

State/Local Agencies - 
Evaluate Levee Setback 



Next Steps 

Jan. 24, 2013 
– Public hearing on draft regulations 

February-April 2013 
– Review comments to make any necessary revisions to final draft Delta Plan 

May 2013 
– PEIR comments and responses will be published in the Final Program EIR 

– Rulemaking comments & responses published in Final Statement of Reasons 
accompanying Rulemaking submission to OAL 

– Council certifies EIR and adopts Delta Plan and associated regulations 

July 2013 
– Delta Plan regulations take effect after completion of state rulemaking 

process 
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