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The Data & Information Problem 

 $ millions spent each year collecting  

water quality and ecosystem data in California 

 Data must be turned into information 

 

 

 Inconsistent monitoring objectives 

 Inconsistent methods  

to collect and assess the data 

 Often impossible to integrate  

data from different studies 

 No single user-friendly place  

to access the data 
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The Response – Senate Bill 1070 

 Required formation of the  
California Water Quality Monitoring Council 
 Memorandum of Understanding between 

 California Environmental Protection Agency 

 California Natural Resources Agency 

 Develop recommendations – December 2008 

 Maximize efficiency and effectiveness of existing water 
quality data collection and dissemination 

 Ensure collected data available to decision makers and 
public 

 A Comprehensive Monitoring Program Strategy 
– December 2010 



 Initially focus on the . . . efforts of state agencies, 

including, but not limited to 

 State and Regional Water Boards 

 Department of Water Resources 

 Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 California Coastal Commission 

 State Lands Commission 

 Department of Parks and Recreation 

 Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

 Department of Pesticide Regulation 

 Department of Public Health 
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Government Organizations  

Listed in SB 1070 
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Monitoring Council Members  

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.casqa.org/Default.aspx
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The Monitoring Council’s Solution 

Don’t get mired in technical details! 
 

 Focus first on streamlined data access 

 Theme-based web portals 

 Directly address users’ questions 

 Single global point of entry 
 

 Theme-specific workgroups 
 

 Overarching Monitoring Council guidance 



California Water Quality Monitoring Council 7 

Theme-Specific Workgroups  
Issue-experts represent key stakeholders  

 

Develop 

monitoring & 

assessment methods 

& data management 

procedures 
 

Coordinate 

monitoring 

programs 

 

Achieve 

standardization  

to meet users’  

needs 
 

Monitoring Council 

Develop web portal 



Achievements 

 Formation of six theme-specific  

interagency workgroups 

 Bioaccumulation Oversight Group 

 Wetland Monitoring Workgroup 

 Healthy Streams Partnership 

 Estuary Monitoring Workgroup 

 Safe Drinking Water Workgroup 

 Safe to Swim Workgroup 

 (Ocean and Coastal Workgroup – scoping phase) 

 Formation of a data management workgroup 

 Data management, GIS and web development 
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Achievements 

 Public release of six question-based,  

easy to use My Water Quality portals 

 Is it safe to swim in our waters? 

 Is it safe to eat fish and shellfish from our waters? 

 Are our aquatic ecosystems healthy? 

 Wetlands 

 Streams and rivers 

 Estuaries – initial focus on SF Bay-Delta Estuary 

 Rocky intertidal habitats (tide pools) 

 (Is our water safe to drink? – mockup approved) 
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Achievements 

 Consistent tools for monitoring,  

assessment, reporting, and data management 

 Wetland and riparian area mapping 

 California Aquatic Resources Inventory (CARI) 

 Rapid wetland assessment (CRAM) 

 Data management and visualization 

 CEDEN, EcoAtlas, Estuary Monitoring Workgroup tools 

 Partnering with SWAMP for scientifically validated 

 Monitoring protocols 

 Quality assurance procedures 

 Data quality documentation 

 Data management 
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Achievements 

 Wetland and Riparian Area  

Monitoring Plan 

 State-federal partnership  

for wetland monitoring and assessment 

 First comprehensive statewide survey of 

contaminants in sport fish in California waters 

 First statewide integrated multi-metric 

assessment of watershed health 
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Recommendations for Delta Plan 

 Build on and reinforce Monitoring Council’s 

existing collaborative structure 

 Comprehensive Monitoring Program Strategy 

 Collaborative interagency  

theme-specific workgroups 

 Data Management Workgroup 

 Workgroup-developed tools and methods for 

monitoring, assessment, data management, 

data visualization, and reporting 
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