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LATEST NEwWS

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE CONFIRMS THREE
CouNCIL MEMBERS AND GOVERNOR MAKES
FINAL APPOINTMENT, FELICIA MARCUS

Former Assemblyman Phil Isenberg, San Joaquin Valley
Farmer Randy Fiorini and San Diego Business Executive
Hank Nordhoff, all gubernatorial appointees, have been
unanimously recommended by the Senate Rules
Committee for confirmation by the full Senate. That vote
likely will occur this week.

Governor Schwarzenegger also made his fourth
appointment to the Council - Felicia Marcus. Marcus
has served as the Western Director of the Natural
Resources Defense Council since 2008. Her confirmation
hearing before the Senate Rules Committee is scheduled
for Aug. 25.

Two other Council members, former Senator Patrick
Johnston of Stockton and Gloria Gray of Inglewood, were
named by the Legislature. The final member, Don
Nottoli, was automatically placed on the Council because
he is Chairman of the Delta Protection Commission.
These three do not require Senate confirmation.

The mandate of the seven-member Delta Stewardship

Council is to achieve the State’s coequal goals of providing

a more reliable water supply for California and protecting,
restoring and enhancing the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals are to be achieved in

a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural,
recreational, natural resource and agricultural values of
the Delta as an evolving place. A comprehensive Delta
Plan will further the coequal goals and guide state and
local agency activities related to the Delta.

Greetings
From The

Chair

Phil Isenberg

California’s water supply is not growing, but demand for
more water is growing. At the same time, the Delta
ecosystem is suffering because of reduced fresh water
flowing into the Delta, increased exports from the Delta,
a variety of pollution and invasive species, threats from
floods and earthquakes, and a host of other factors. The
piecemeal solutions of the past have proved ineffective.

That is why the Legislature and Governor
Schwarzenegger adopted a major water/Delta reform
package in 2009. The legislation mandated water
conservation, strict enforcement of existing water rights,
increased monitoring of groundwater, and a new policy
goal: the coequal values of a more reliable water system
for California, and an improved Delta ecosystem. Part of
this legislation created the Delta Stewardship Council
and told us to adopt by January 2012, a legally
enforceable Delta Plan, that will guide state and local
policy. The problems of our Delta will not be fixed
overnight, but we have to start now.

The challenge to develop a workable Delta Plan is
substantial. It cannot be done without public
involvement.

| urge you to give us written comments and public
testimony as well. This newsletter is just one way to find
out about our activities. | urge you to get involved, and
stay involved.

~ PHIL ISENBERG



Interim Plan To Be
Presented Aug 26-27

An Interim Plan to guide the work of the Council is being
drafted. The first draft was circulated for public comment
and input in May, and a revised draft is available for
comment now. The third and final draft Interim Plan will
be presented to the Council at its August 26 and 27
meeting for consideration and adoption. The Interim Plan
will include recommendations for early actions, projects
and programs that the Council will focus on in the
coming months.

The Interim Plan, which the Council is required to
develop, is intended to provide a framework to fulfill the
requirements of its mission, taking preliminary steps
toward addressing the crisis in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta.
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A MAZE OF ISLANDS PROTECTED BY 1,100 MILES

OF LEVEES, THE DELTA IS THE HUB OF THE STATE AND
FEDERAL WATER SYSTEMS AND THE LARGEST WETLAND
ON THE WEST COAST.

The Interim Plan will provide a linkage and smooth
transition to adoption of the Delta Plan by January 1,
2012. This Interim Plan is considered the starting point
for building the roadmap that will guide state, regional
and local plans and projects in the Delta.

The Council understands the enormous responsibility
that it has been given and wants to ensure that all
stakeholders have many opportunities for their voices to
be heard throughout the development of the Interim
Plan and the Delta Plan.

To read the second draft of the Interim Plan and submit
your comments, please visit: www.deltacouncil.ca.gov.



Delta Stewardship Council Meeting

Council Names Delta
Science Panel

In June, ten prominent scientists were named to the
Delta Independent Science Board (Delta ISB) to provide
oversight of scientific research and to monitor and
assess programs in the Delta. The Delta ISB will report to
the Delta Stewardship Council and, by law, its reviews
must be scheduled to ensure that all Delta scientific
research, monitoring and assessment programs are
revisited at least once every four years.

The 10 members were recommended by the Council's
Interim Lead Scientist Dr. Cliff Dahm, in consultation with
former CALFED Science Board Chair Jeffrey Mount and
Delta Stewardship Council Chair Phil Isenberg. Each
member will serve a five-year term. ISB members can
serve up to two terms.

The members of the Delta ISB are:
e Brian Atwater, Geologist, U.S. Geological Survey, and

Affiliate Faculty, University of Washington

e Elizabeth Canuel, Professor, Department of Physical
Sciences, School of Marine Science, The College of
William & Mary

INDEPENDENT BDCP CONSULTANT NAMED

e Tracy Collier, Science Advisor, Oceans and Human
Health Program, National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration

e Mike Healey, Professor Emeritus, Institute for
Resources, Environment and Sustainability,
University of British Columbia

e Edward Houde, Professor, University of Maryland,
Center for Environmental Science

e Judy Meyer, Professor Emeritus, Odum School of
Ecology, University of Georgia

e Jeffrey Mount, Founding Director, Center for
Watershed Sciences, University of California at Davis

e Richard Norgaard, Professor, Energy and Resources
Group; Professor, Agriculture and Resource
Economics, University of California at Berkeley

e Vincent Resh, Professor of Entomology, Department
of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management,
University of California at Berkeley

e John Wiens, Emeritus University Distinguished
Professor, Colorado State University; Chief
Conservation Science Officer, Point Reyes Bird
Observatory

For complete biographies of the ISB members, please
visit www.deltacouncil.ca.gov.

In July, the Delta Stewardship Council named ARCADIS U.S. as an independent Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) consultant
to provide expertise and objectivity when relaying information about the BDCP to the Council. ARCADIS is an international
company that provides consulting, engineering and management services in infrastructure, environment and buildings.



‘Three Workgroup
Meetings Held

The Delta Stewardship Council held its first workgroup
meetings in July and August. The meetings addressed
three topics:

e riskreduction and coequal goals
e governance and implementation

e communications and outreach

The purpose of the workgroup meetings is to gather
public input on specific questions linked to the issues
the Council must address in the course of its work.

Approximately 40 people participated in the risk
reduction and coequal goals workgroup. These
participants represented several industries and
interests, including engineering, water districts, Delta
residents, flood protection boards and local cities and
counties. The discussion centered on three main
themes: 1) levee risks, 2) flood preparedness; and 3)
land use. The group also began a dialogue about how
the Council could use existing resources.

The governance and implementation workgroup
discussed what the Council could do to assist other
agencies and promote implementation. Ideas from
the participants included having the Council develop
a project tracking system for reporting status and
updates, clearly defining the statute and providing
specific information for different sectors.

The communications and outreach workgroup will
assist the Council in developing a communications
plan for the Council focused on achieving statewide
outreach and two-way dialogue.

Meeting materials, notes and videos are available at
www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/meeting.
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

AuUG. 27 Interim Plan presented to Council

Nov. 19 Delta Plan Project Description
(Council Approval)

DEC. 17 Publish NOP/NOI

JAN 2011 Scoping Meetings

JUNE 2011 Public Draft EIR/EIS and

Draft Delta Plan
JUNE - AUG 2011 Public Review of EIR/EIS
Nov 2011 Draft Final EIR/EIS

DEC. 15, 2011 Final EIR, NOD, and Final Delta Plan

For more information on these dates and documents,
please visit www.deltacouncil.ca.gov.
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