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Date: March 18, 2013 
 

To: Delta Stewardship Council Members 
 

From: Christopher Knopp, Executive Officer 
 

Subject: Council Meeting on March 28-29, 2013 
 
 
 
The March 28-29, 2013 Council meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Downtown Plaza, 300 J 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. The agenda and supporting materials for the meeting are 
attached.  Some additional handouts may be provided at the meeting. 
 
Delta Plan (Agenda Item 6)  
Cindy Messer, Delta Plan Program Manager for the DSC, will report to the Council on three 
separate actions; one on the Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR); one on the 
Rulemaking Package; and one on the Delta Plan. She will also review the history of public 
involvement in the Delta Plan’s development, and provide a broad overview of public 
comments received during recent reviews of the Delta Plan’s Draft PEIR and its implementing 
regulations. 
 
Ms. Messer will also introduce three draft resolutions that the Council will be asked to adopt at 
the meeting including: 1) direction to continue preparation of the Final PEIR; 2) final direction 
on several modifications of the Rulemaking Package along with conforming revisions to the 
Delta Plan’s policies and recommendations; and 3) approval of various minor drafting, editing 
and other corrections for the Delta Plan. 
 
Before the Council adopts the Delta Plan, it will need to approve the plan’s Program 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). To prepare the Council for that action, Ms. Messer will 
provide an overview of the basic requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, a 
review of the EIR/CEQA process to date for the Delta Plan, a summary of what was learned 
from the Delta Plan PEIR and public comment process, and a description of next steps for 
completing the Final PEIR for Council certification in May 2013.  
 
Regarding the Rulemaking Package, Ms. Messer will present a summary of public comments 
received on the regulations proposed to implement the Delta Plan’s policies. She will offer a list 
of the changes to the regulations that staff is recommending, including a rationale for each 
recommended change. The recommended changes do not significantly alter the outcome of 
the policies and are consistent with previous Council direction on Delta Plan policies. 



 
Finally, regarding the Final Draft Delta Plan, Ms. Messer will provide a summary of the 
comments received on the document and any staff proposed revisions in response to those 
comments. Along with seeking direction on those revisions, staff will prepare a “redline” 
version of the Final Delta Plan for consideration for adoption by the Council at its May meeting.   
 
Because of the large amount of material requiring discussion, this agenda item is expected to 
consume all of Thursday’s meeting schedule and most of Friday’s. 
 
Lead Scientist’s Report (Agenda Item 10) 
DSC Lead Scientist Dr. Peter Goodwin will brief the Council on five items including: 1) 
Delta Science Program (DSP) funded research web pages; 2) planning for joint DSP - 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife predation workshops; 3) overview of the Lead 
Scientist’s recommendations to the State Water Resources Control Board on the Bay Delta 
Plan Update’s next steps; 4) highlights of the 2013 Delta Science Fellow solicitation; and 5) a 
summary of the current numbers relevant to Delta water and environmental management. 
 
Delta Independent Science Board Report (Agenda Item 11) 
Delta ISB Chair-elect Dr. Tracy Collier will brief the Council on the DISB’s recent public 
teleconference held on March 27, 2013, which included the following action items: 1) a report 
entitled DISB review of science programs that include habitat restoration in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta and Suisun Marsh; 2) a comment letter based on the State Water 
Resources Control Board’s Substitute Environmental Document entitled Comment Letter – 
Bay-Delta SED; and 3) a comment letter based on the Bay Delta Conservation Plan’s chapter 
on its planned implementation structure entitled Review of BDCP Chapter 7, administrative 
draft of December 12, 2012. 
 

As always, time for public comment on these agenda items, as well as any item of relevance to 
the Council, will be available. If I can answer any questions or provide any information, please 
contact me at (916) 445-4500 or chris.knopp@deltacouncil.ca.gov 

 
 


