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The December 13, 2012 Council meeting will be held at the Ramada Inn and Suites, 1250
Halyard Drive, West Sacramento, CA 95691. The agenda and supporting materials for the
meeting are attached. Some additional handouts may be provided at the meeting.

Delta Independent Science Board Report (Agenda Item 6)

Delta ISB Chair Dr. Richard Norgaard will brief the Council on the Delta ISB’s recent public
meeting on November 29-30, 2012 including: 1) a virtual tour the Delta ISB took of Delta
habitat restoration projects using Google Earth; 2) a summary of presentations offered by
various federal agencies who are in support of the Delta ISB’s review of Delta habitat
restoration projects; 3) its draft charge for review of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan draft
Environmental Impact Report; and 4) comments on the 2012 Bay-Delta Science Conference.

Delta Plan

e Overview of the Recirculated Draft Program EIR (Agenda Item 7a)
The comments the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) received on the November 2011
Draft PEIR, as well as the draft Delta Plan itself, resulted in several changes to the draft
Plan. For instance, the Final Draft Delta Plan now contains a suite of 14 binding
regulatory policies (instead of 12) and 71 nonbinding regulations (instead of 61). The
Delta Plan also was substantially reorganized. In light of the reorganization, the Council
decided that an additional Draft PEIR volume - analyzing the November 2012 Final
Draft Delta Plan - was warranted for purposes of public review and comment (i.e.
“recirculation™). That additional DPEIR volume is Volume 3. The Recirculated DPEIR
(Volume 3) describes the environmental impacts of the 2012 Final Draft Delta Plan as
the "Revised Project.”

e Overview of the Draft Rulemaking Package (Agenda Item 7b)
The Delta Reform Act, which created the DSC, requires the Council to adopt a “legally
enforceable” Delta Plan. The State Administrative Procedures Act spells out the process
through which the policies of the Delta Plan may become enforceable state regulations,
including a review and approval by the state’s Office of Administrative Law (OAL). The

"Coequal goals" means the two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring,
And enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural,
recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place.”

— CA Water Code §85054



proposed regulations are based on, and carry out, the policies written into the final draft
Delta Plan. These draft regulations must be adopted by the Council after considering
public input and then approved by the OAL before they become effective. A 45-day
public review and comment period will commence when the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking is published in the California Regulatory Notice Register. During this time
all interested parties will have the opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations.
A specific rulemaking hearing will be held by the Council on Jan. 24 after the written
comment period closes.

e Cont. Review: Near-Term Strategies-Implementation Delta Plan (Agenda Item 7c)
Although the Delta Plan emphasizes planning for the long term (i.e. 50-to-100 years),
there is a need to focus on current and near-term actions necessary to pursue the Delta
Reform Act’s coequal goals. In response to the Council’s direction at its November 15,
2012 meeting, staff has prepared draft lists of projects and programs that are under way
or could be undertaken to implement the near-term strategies. These draft lists are not
yet complete, but the staff recommends the Council review them to assess whether the
staff’s efforts are producing the types of material the Council is seeking, and to use
them as the basis for discussion about next steps in identifying priority near-term
actions.

Presentation from State and Federal Contractors Water Agency on the Lower Yolo
Ranch Restoration Project (Agenda Item 8)

The Lower Yolo Restoration Project represents an ideal location to restore tidal wetlands in the
Delta, and is therefore considered a near-term action candidate that will meet a portion of the
state and federal requirements to restore 8,000 acres of wetland habitat in the Delta. The State
and Federal Water Contractors will offer a presentation on what they feel are the challenges
involved in facilitating the restoration. Public agencies and other stakeholders will be invited to
observe the presentation and then offer comment on the project.

Lead Scientist’s Report (Agenda Item 9a&b)

Lead Scientist, Dr. Peter Goodwin, will discuss three items before the Council. They are: 1)
the recent release of the 2012 Long-term Operations Opinions Annual Review Panel Report (it
provides recommendations to the agencies for making science-based adjustments to their
Reasonable Prudent Alternatives); 2) the Delta Science Program’s successful application for
two California Sea Grant State Fellows (the program provides opportunities to acquire “on the
job” experience in the planning and implementation of marine and coastal resource policies
and programs in California); and 3) the ongoing planning and development of the Delta
Science Plan (the Delta Science Plan will address, among other items, a collaborative
institutional and organizational structure for conducting science in the Delta).

As always, time for public comment on these agenda items, as well as any item of relevance to
the Council, will be available. If | can answer any questions or provide any information, please
contact me at (916) 445-4500 or chris.knopp@deltacouncil.ca.gov
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