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Date: August 16, 2012 
 

To: Delta Stewardship Council Members 
 

From: Dan Ray 
 Chief Deputy Executive Officer 
 

Subject: Meeting, August 23-24, 2012 
 
 
The agenda and supporting materials for our August meeting are attached.  Some additional 
handouts may be provided at the meeting. Only the first day of the meeting, Thursday, August 
23, 2012, is open to the public, held at the Ramada Inn and Suites, 1250 Halyard Drive, West 
Sacramento. The second day, Friday, August 24, 2012, will be a Closed Executive Session 
held to discuss the recruitment process for a new DSC Executive Officer, held at Park Tower, 
980 9th Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Sacramento.   
 
Delta Science Program – Lead Scientist’s Report (Agenda Item 6a) 
Lead Scientist Dr. Peter Goodwin will offer his monthly report to the Council, which includes 
five items: 1) the recent independent scientific review of the Fall Low Salinity Habitat (FLaSH) 
Report and 2012 Draft Adaptive Management Plan, 2) the Delta Science Program’s role in the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s Public Workshops, 3) an update on the Delta Science 
Program Fellows selection, 4) a summary of the recent article entitled Restoring Native Fish 
Assemblages to a Regulated California Stream Using the Natural Flow Regime Concept and 
5) an update on the Delta Science Plan. 
 
Approval of Nominations of Independent Science Board Members (Agenda Item 7) 
Section 85280 of the Delta Reform Act grants the DSC authority to appoint members to the 
Delta Independent Science Board. With the departure of Dr. Michael Healy, and the pending 
departure of Dr. Jeffrey Mount, the Delta ISB will have two vacancies. Lead Scientist Dr. Peter 
Goodwin has drafted a letter addressed to the Council that offers nominations to fill those 
vacancies. The nominees must be nationally or internationally prominent scientists with 
appropriate expertise to evaluate the broad range of scientific programs that support adaptive 
management of the Delta, as outlined in the same section of the Reform Act. 
 
Recommendations Regarding Near Term Actions (Agenda Item 8) 
To achieve the coequal goals of the Delta Reform Act in a timely manner, a number of near-
term actions need to begin now. Action to improve reliability of the state’s water supplies and 
restore the health of the Delta ecosystem cannot delay for the several years that will be 
needed to complete the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) and the decade or more that 



may be needed to implement it, the Staff is recommending to the Council that it consider and 
agree upon principles and categories for selecting near-term actions, and then direct staff, 
after consulting with Delta agencies and stakeholders, to return with a program of 
recommended near-term actions for consideration in October and/or November. 
 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Update (Agenda Item 9) 
Section 85320(a) of the Delta Reform Act of 2009 requires BDCP be considered for inclusion 
into the Delta Plan should it meet the test of law as outlined in the same section of the Reform 
Act. In July, Governor Brown and Interior Secretary Salazar outlined a proposed path forward 
for the BDCP.  The Natural Resources Agency’s Karla Nemeth will provide the Council with an 
update on the status of the plan. DSC staff attorney Chris Stevens, accompanied by DSC 
extern Tori Sundheim and Tara Mueller from the California Attorney General’s office, will offer 
a PowerPoint presentation entitled The BDCP, a Refresher on the Requirement for Its 
Incorporation into the Delta Plan and the Council’s Role and Responsibilities. 
 
Public Comment (Agenda Item 10) 
Time for public comment on all of these agenda items will be available. If I can answer any 
questions or provide any information, please contact me at (916) 445-4500 or 
dray@deltacouncil.ca.gov 


