June 13, 2012

Sent via email to: DeltaPlangommen;@deltacouncil.ca.gov

Phil Isenberg, Delta Stewardship Council Chair
Delta Stewardship Council members
Delta Stewardship Council staff

Re: City of Antioch comments on the Delta Plan 6% Draft
Dear Chair Isenberg, Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) council members and staff:

The City of Antioch (Antioch) is pleased to submit its comments regarding the Delta Plan 6™
Draft. The 6™ Draft is well-written and contains accessible language. It effectively serves as a
‘primer’ on the Delta and California’s water system, with all the competing interests and
conflicts.

Antioch would also like to commend the DSC for its approach to public involvement during the
Delta Plan process. The Delta Plan process has been the most open and transparent of the
current Delta related processes. This process is an example of how public involvement can
work, and should serve as a model for other programs currently going on in the Delta.

Antioch thanks the Council for including information that Antioch and others such as CCWD
have provided, such as historical records of a fresh, tidally influenced Delta, and the scientific
evidence for and importance of Delta outflow for species and beneficial uses.

Our comments on the 6" Draft Delta Plan are primarily about policies, language inconsistencies,
Delta flows, salinity, and the impacts of the BDCP on the co-equal goals. Our comments are
presented in table format, following this letter.

Key Issues we would like to bring to your attention:

¢ Language among Chapters is inconsistent regarding the role that water exports and
diversions from the Delta have played in the decline of fisheries and the increase in
salinity. The DSC provides correct information in some Chapters, and excludes it in
others.

® Language among Chapters regarding the Delta outflow as a key factor for fisheries
health is also inconsistent, despite the DSC Science Board’s findings regarding the
impacts that the reduction in Delta outflow has had on fisheries and beneficial uses.

® The Plan utilizes the term “Natural Functional Flow,” which is not clearly defined. It is
not clear how a “functional natural flow” concept would be measured or implemented,
and more clarity or explanation are requested.
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® Delta Plan incorporation of the BDCP

© The Delta Plan does not include discussion of other options besides the BDCP,
and whether other alternatives could help restore the Delta and meet the
coequal goals. Making the BDCP the centerpiece of the Delta Plan with respect
to water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration weakens the Plan and
jeopardizes attainment of the co-equal goals.

© How can DSC approve the BDCP if it decreases Delta outflow, increases Delta
water exports, and results in higher in-Delta salinity levels?

O Antioch is concerned that the Delta Plan may simply end up becoming the BDCP.

® Matching Water Supply and Water Demands - DSC does not take a strong enough role
in the Delta Plan. If DSC is not going to require this, who is?

®  While Antioch realizes that restoration of the Delta involves multiple and complex
issues, the City maintains that increased Flow— the key component to any restoration—
should be acknowledged as such in the Delta Plan.

The City of Antioch thanks the DSC for this opportunity to comment on the Delta Plan &% Draft.

Sincerely,

Darnd

Ron Bernal, P.E.
Director of Public Works/City Engineer
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