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Phil Isenberg: Logue's Delta Plan
concerns mlsplaced
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State Assemblyman Dan Logue’s recent opinion piece ("Delta
Plan could devastate Morth State”) expressed concemns about the
Delta Flan. Those concerns are misplaced. Let me share some
facts and the law that guides the Delta Stewardship Council and
the Delta Plan.

The Delta Stewardship Council, by law, cannot set flow standards.
Further, state law now requires balancing the state's water supply
reliability and its environmental needs — the co-equal goals —
which is a guiding principle of the Delta Plan process. The law
also reguires that state agencies use the best available science
and all operational tools to find that right balance.

The draft Delta Plan recommends that the State Water Resources
Control Board adopt and implement updated flow objectives for the
Delta by June of 2014. The council does not set — or even
recommend — what those flow standards should be.

For more than 40 years, the \Water Board has established water
quality standards - and flow criteria - for rivers and streams in
California, including the Delta. In this process, the Water Board
balances many interests: water supplies, electric power
generation. wildlife and fish, the environment, and local
communities’ views. The Water Board's 2010 study of
environmental flows for the Delta was orderd by the Legislature,
but the statute also made it clear that the study would not have
regulatory effect.




The council agrees with Assemblyman Logue that water storage is a critical component of any solution to
meet the state’'s water supply and environmental needs. Over the past several years, almost 520 million has
been spent to plan new or expanded reservoirs in the Central Valley. The studies show these projects will be
expensive — for example, more than 31 billion to enlarge Shasta Dam. Unfortunately, no water customers
who would benefit from new dams have yet stepped forward to share these projects’ costs.

In 2009, as part of the same package of bills that created the Delta Stewardship Council, up to 33 billion was
authorized for new storage in California. | note that Assemblyman Logue voted against this measure, perhaps
for other reasons.

A new water bond election, whether on the ballot this fall or in a later election, will reveal if water storage
prajects are a priority for California voters. In the meantime, however, we should not delay work to solve other
water and environmental problems.

California is not running out of water, but our supply is scarce and we must plan with that fact in mind. With
existing resources we can invest in the Delta ecosystem, help improve California’s water supplies and require
water use efficiency.

The Delta Stewardship Council will soon release the final staff draft Delta Plan, and responses to the
comment on our programmatic environmental impact report. Our process calls for making tough choices, but
we are committed to a transparent and inclusive process to achieve the coegual goals of providing a more
reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. This must
be done in a way that protects and enhances the unigue cultural, recreational, natural resource, and
agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place.

Phil [senberg is the chair of the Delta Stewardship Council and a former mayor of Sacramenio.



	Capture 1a.pdf
	Capture 2a

