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The Delta Plan calls for the development of performance measures in order to track the 
effect of habitat restoration and water quality improvements over time in the Delta 
ecosystem. Monitoring various ecosystem parameters is essential to determine if 
performance goals are attained. The USGS currently maintains an extensive monitoring 
network in the Delta that includes 35+ flow stations. Turbidity, suspended sediment and 
a suite of suspended sediment optical properties are also measured at some of the flow 
stations. The data from the monitoring network are used to support a wide array of 
scientific studies and inform management of the Delta ecosystem. This presentation will 
describe the monitoring network, scientific studies, and management implications. The 
discussion will also address challenges of deducing seasonal, annual, and interannual 
signals in data sets where the data are collected less frequently than at tidal timescales 
(e.g., 12 and 24 hours).  

Contact: Garrett Liles at (916) 445 – 5694 or garrett.liles@deltacouncil.ca.gov 
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