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Attachment 4
Nichol, Eric@DeltaCouncil
Erom:  Mraz, David [dmraz@water.ca.gov]
Sent: Maonday, July 18, 2011 3:43 PM
To: Stevens, Chris@DeltaCouncil
Cc: Nichol, Eric@DeltaCouncil; Newton, Gaill@WATER BOARDS; Yeadon, Robert
Subject: Agueduct Protection Projects
Chris,

Late last year the Department presented a number of projects to complete work to reinforce sections of the levees on
islands with potential to suffer breaches or failure and cause harm to aqueducts that cross the Delta. In compliance with
Water Code Section 83002 we requested DSC approval for a total of 10 projects that we believed met the intent of the
law. At that time, DSC provided approval, contingent upon completion of CEQA prior to receipt of full funding for
construction.

Based on responsiveness of the RDs to the above referenced section of Water Code and the concurrence of DSC, the
Department provided funding needed to develop the scapes of wark in sufficient detail to assess CEQA compliance. To
date, five Reclamation Districts, identified by project funding agreements for Upper lones Tract, agreement Uj-10-3.0,
Lower lones Tract, agreement L J-10-1.0, Lower Roberts, agreement RL-10-1.0, Orwood & Palm Tract, agreement OP-
10—2.0, and Woodward Island, agreement WD-10-1.0, have filed the necessary notices of exemption to comply with
CEQA and meet the requirements for full funding.

DWR staff has reviewed the Notices of Exemption filed with the county for each of these projects and is ready to make
its recommendation to DWR management that the RDs have defined the scopes of work in each of the projects listed in
sufficient detail to determine CEQA compliance, that CEQA has been complied with, that the Department has completed
its duties as a responsible agency under CEQA, and that FESSRO staff will recommend approving full funding for
construction of each of these 5 projects.

We look forward to receiving your notice that your staff is satisfied with the data provided of the RDs’ compliance with
CEQA, and that you have completed DSC’s duties as a responsible agency under CEQA, and that you support the
Department’s interest to provide fult grant funding for completion of the contemplated construction. The DWR will
provide staff to attend the upcoming DSC public meeting in support of the RD’s request for project approval.

Please contact me or Robert Yeadon (916} 651-7012 with questicns or comments on this matter.

Respectfully,

David Mraz, Branch Chief,

Delta Levees and Environmental Engineering Branch

FloodSAFE Environmental Stewardship and Statewide Resources Office
(916) 651-7017

Here' s the Water Code Section to refresh your memory:

83002. The sum of eight hundred twenty million nine hundred
seventy-three thousand dollars ($820,973,000} is hereby appropriated
in accordance with the following schedule:

{a) Oof the funds made available pursuant to Chapter 1.699
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{commencing with Secticn 5096.8C0) of Division 5 of the Public
Regources Code, the sum of two hundred eighty-five million dollars
($285,000,000) is hereby appropriated as follows:

(1) Pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 5096.821 of the Public
Regources Code, the sum of one hundred thirty-five million dollars
{$135,000,000) to the department for the acquisition, design, and
construction of essential emergency preparedness supplies and
projects. Prior to the design or construction of any project funded
pursuant to this paragraph, the California Bay-Delta Authority, or
ite successor, shall approve the gpecific project or program.
Preference shall be given to projects that protect and improve Delta
water quality and drinking water supplies. Of the amount made
available pursuant to this paragraph, not less than thirty-five
million dollars ($35,000,000) shall be expended by the department for
projects to reinforce those sections of the levees that have the
highest potential to suffer breaches or failure and cause harm to
municipal and industrial water supply aqueducts that cross the Delta
and which are vulnerable to flood damage, including the installation
of scour protection on the supports of the aqueducts in those areas
located adjacent to the sections of the levees that have been
identified as having the highest risk for breaches or failure.





