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to 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (CEQA) FINDINGS AND 
STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION FOR THE DELTA PLAN 

 
 
Revise Section X, subsection F, page 92, to read (deletions in strikeout; additions 
underlined): 
 

F. The No Project Alternative 

CEQA requires consideration of a no project alternative.  Consistent with the State CEQA 
Guidelines, the No Project Alternative assumes the continuation of existing plans and policies. 
For example, the No Project Alternative assumes that existing statutory provisions requiring 
agencies that receive Delta water to engage in conservation and efficiency planning would 
remain in place in the future. It also includes physical projects that are permitted and funded at 
this time, such as the Phase I expansion of Los Vaqueros Reservoir, new diversions for Freeport 
Regional Water Authority and Stockton, and initial construction of the Dutch Slough ecosystem 
restoration project.  
 
The No Project Alternative would not meet the Project objectives. Exports of Delta water would 
comprise abe greater percentage of Delta-water-users’ water portfolios under the No Project 
Alternative than under the Delta Plan, thus decreasing water supply reliability because of 
decreased water-source diversification; in other words, increased source diversification (from 
Delta-Plan-encouraged projects) inherently increases reliability given the increasing unreliability 
of Delta water (due to seismic risk, regulatory risk regarding endangered species, etc., as stated 
in Delta Plan Chapter 3).   Because it would not encourage any of the projects that the Delta Plan 
determines are important to further achievement of the coequal goals and inherent objectives, 
such as ecosystem restoration projects and the development of local and regional water supplies, 
the No Project Alternative would not advance those goals and objectives.  It is also legally 
infeasible, as the Delta Reform Act requires adoption of a Delta Plan.   
 
In addition, under the No Project Alternative, conditions related to water supply reliability, water 
quality, ecosystem health, and flood risk would continue to degrade, particularly in the Delta.   
 
For the foregoing reasons, the No-Project Alternative is hereby rejected. 
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