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Strategy for State investments in Delta levees 
 
Consulting team: ARCADIS USA, RAND Corporation, and Environmental Science Associates 
 
In partnership with: the California Department of Water Resources, the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board, the Delta Protection Commission, Reclamation Districts, local government 
agencies, and the California Water Commission.  
 
Objectives of this effort: 
 

1. Create a comprehensive strategy for prioritizing limited state funding for Delta 
levees to ensure that the state has a coordinated and systematic approach for targeting the 
improvement of public safety, ecosystem conditions, and economic sustainability in this region.  
Includes: 

• Extensive stakeholder and public engagement  
• Independent peer review of methods to ensure best available science 
• CEQA compliance 

Deliverables include recommendations for investment priorities and a planning tool that can be 
used for future planning/investment purposes as circumstances change.  

2. Recommend priorities for state investments in Delta levees based on an island-by-island risk 
analysis that factors in state interests, assets, categories of beneficiaries, risks, environmental 
impacts, and stakeholder input.   

3. Identify appropriate level of flood protection based on flood risk tolerance and guided by 
existing federal, state and local agency criteria, regulations and legislation, e.g., FEMA recovery 
standards. 

4. Propose appropriate cost-allocation among those who benefit from the protection provided 
by the Delta’s levees.  Develop this proposal in conjunction with the Delta Protection 
Commission’s Delta Risk Management Assessment District Feasibility Study.  
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