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Phil Isenberg, Chairman
Delta Stewardship Council
880 Minth Streel, Sulte 1500
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chaimnan Isenberg:

Pursuant to your testimony on July 3, 2012 before the Senate Natural Resources and VWater Committee
during the hearing on AB 1095 (Buchanan) and the direction and request by Chair Fran Paviey to
clarfy expeditiously the status of projects within the secondary zone, we are requesfing your prompt
attention and response to address and resolve our concams which were discussed at this hearing.

As you already know, during that hearing, you stated, in part:

"... in August 2011, we (the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC)) issued the 5" Draft Dalta Plan
saying that hin city boundaries and wit r of influence are not covered.
Ms. Buchanan has mentficned thres projects ... (1) the Mountain House project was specifically
listed as a project that was not intended to be covered by key elements of the Delta Plan and we
{the DEC) incorporated the County of San Joaquin map on the Mountain House proect (in the Delta
Plan), (2) Ms Buchanan rzised the issue of the Sanctuary project which is within the city limits of

Stocktom and, by definition, Is not covered. and (3] the River Islands project, which has been
around since 1954 and has gotten approval, is in the City of Lathrop..." {(Emphasis added in bold
and underling).

Based on the above-noted statements, | respectfully request written confirmation that development
proposals within an urban or urbanizing area in the Secondary Zone of the Delta (as shown in the Delta
Plan), which are |ocated within existing city limits andlor adopted sphere of influence or urban limit lines
are geographically exempt from the key provisions contained in the Final {6th) Draft Della Plan and,
therefore, exempt from the definition and certification requirements of covered actions. In addition,
pleass cite the specific language in the Delta Plan that containg the examption and/or exclugion of the
subject areas from the Della Plan and ils key covered actions provisions. Such clarification and written
canfirmation is urgently needed.

As you recall during that July 3, 2012 hearing, the proponents of AB 1085 (Buchanan) shared with the
commiltee the negative reactions of invesiors and oiher privale and public interests involved in
appraved and future planned projects in the urban areas of the secondary zone. The leck of clarity with
regard lo the potential impact of the covered actions provisions of the draft Delta Plan on planned
development within existing spherzs of influence casts a giant shadow on both approved and planned
development, halting activities already initiated or planned for, and threatening the economic
revitalization of several Dellta communities. Further, the City of Stockton provided the committee with
examples of the state and federal compliance orders required for the water treatment utilities to
upgrade their water freatment lechnologies and facilities in ord2r to meet the Clean Water Act
mandates, which we also belleve should be exempt from the definition and provisions of covered
actions.
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In conclusion, this letter requests that you provide clear guidance in the form of written confirmation that
planned development within urban and urbanizing areas in the Secondary Zone and kocated in existing
spheres of influence or urban limit lines are exempt from the provisions of the Delta Plan and will be
We are seehing lhal affiimative confirmation to IIft the dark cloud of
uncertainty which has placec the affected areas in limbo. It s essential that prograss within the bounds
of the secondary zone's urban area's spheres of influence or urban limit lines not be suspended during
the naxt B-18 months while the DSC approves a final Delta Plan and implements the regulations

deemed not a covered action

associated with the Plan.

We look forward to an expedited response to this request. If you need additional infermation or would
like to meet to discuss this request, we will make ourselves available as soon as possible.

Sin:aral_y.

ANN JOHNST,
MAYOR

L iy

Senator Fran Paviey, Chair, Senate Natural Rescurces & Water Committee (SNREAWC)

Senator Doug La Malfs, Vice Chair, SNRBWC

Senator Anthony Cannella, SNREWC

Senalor Noreen Evans, SMREWC

Senator Jean Fuller, SNRAWC

Senator Christine Kehoe, SNR&WC

Senator Alex Padilla, SHREWC

Genator Joe Simifian, SYR&WC

Senator Lois Walk, SNRAWC

Thz Honorable Joan Buchanan, Member of the Assembly

Tha Henorabla Bill Berryhill, Member of the Assambly

Tha Honerable Cathleen Galgiani, Member of the Assembly
Dennis O'Connor, Consuliant, Sanate Natural Resources & Water Commitiee
Barry Brokaw and Donne Brownsey, Sacramento Advocates, Inc.
Stockion City Council

Stockion City Manager

Delta Coalition

Stephen Qualls, League of Califarnia Cities

Cavid Jones, Emanuels Jones & Associates

Secretary John Laird, GA Natural Resources Agency

Joa Grindstaff, Exacutiva Director, DEC
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