
I 
II I MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
II.# 

WATER 8c POWER 

September 6, 2016 

VIA EMAIL 

Mr. Anthony Navasero, P.E., Senior Engineer 
Delta Stewardship Council 
980 Ninth St., Suite 1500 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
oal amendsingle@deltacouncil.ca.gov 

Re: Proposed Amendment to 23 CCR § 5001(dd) to extend the excl usion for single-year 
water transfers. 

Dear Mr. Navasero, 

The Merced Irrigation District (MID) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the 
proposed amendment to the regulatory definition of "significant impact" (23 CCR 5001(dd)) to make 
permanent the exclus ion for single-year transfers of water, currently scheduled to expire at the end of 
this year. The effect of the proposed amendment would be to extend the exist ing condition that single­
year water transfers are not included in the statutory definition of a "covered action" requiring 
certificates of consistency with the Delta Plan. MID previously submitted comments, dated June 7, 
2016, t o the Delta Stewardship Council's (Council) Draft PEIR Addendum for the proposed amendment. 

As a steward of the Merced River, MID owns and operates a reservoir and more than 800 miles 
of delivery facilities that provide water through conjunctive management to more than 175,000 acres of 
prime farmland, supporting local farms, communities and towns in eastern Merced County. MID has 
historically been, and continues to be proactive in pursuing projects and opportunities that have 
multiple objectives and serve multiple beneficial uses of water. 

It is the established policy of the state to facilitate the voluntary transfer of water and state 
agencies are directed by the Legislature to encourage such transfers. (Water Code§ 109.) The ability to 
transfer water from one area to another is one of the most important tools that water managers, such 
as MID, have to maximize the beneficial use of water. 

In particular single-year or temporary water transfers are a critical too l to quickly and efficiently 
move water from areas where available surface water supplies are more plentiful to areas where there is 
a critica l need. While there is often time to ana lyze the benefits and effects of a long-term transfer, 
opport unities to move water in a single year are almost always short-lived with, as noted by the Council, 
a narrow window of time in order to meet regulatory requirements on Delta pumping operations, 
availabil ity of supplies for transfe r, timing of demand and availability of conveyance and storage capacity. 
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Single-year water transfers are intended to be flexib le, allowing for the prompt movement of water 
without unnecessary delay. 

Unfortunately and despite the fact that transfers help improve water supply reliability, the 
complexity of our state's water conveyance and legal/regulatory systems often create substantial 
roadblocks to the efficient movement of water. Even during this historic drought, water transfers 
developed for the benefit of fish species and habitat in local rivers and streams followed by additional 
benefits of a sma ll, incrementa l water supply for water users downstream have been extremely difficult, 
if not impossible, to complete . 

For these and other reasons, the Council has determined that the proposed amendment to the 
regulatory definition of "significant impact" re lated to single-year water transfers is necessary to carry 
out the coequal goal of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restor ing, 
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. MID appreciates the opportunity to support the Council's proposed 
action, and looks forward to working with other water managers across the state to proactively 
maxim ize the beneficial use of our limited surface water supplies. 

Sincerely, 

Hicham Eltal 
Deputy Genera l Manager Water Rights/Supply 


