
Delta Stewardship Council
August 2016 Legislative Report

AB 300 (Alejo D)   Safe Water and Wildlife Protection Act of 2016.
Introduced: 2/12/2015
Last Amend: 8/17/2015
Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was 2 YEAR on
8/28/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
Dead Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would enact the Safe Water and Wildlife Protection Act of 2016, which would require the
State Water Resources Control Board to establish and coordinate the Algal Bloom Task Force,
comprised of specified representatives of state agencies, including the conservancy, in consultation
with the Secretary for Environmental Protection, and would prescribe the functions and duties of the
task force.

AB 761 (Levine D)   Carbon sequestration: working lands.
Introduced: 2/25/2015
Last Amend: 6/2/2015
Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was 2 YEAR on
8/28/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
Dead Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would require the Department of Food and Agriculture, upon an appropriation of moneys
therefor, to establish a grant program to fund voluntary projects that increase carbon sequestration
and greenhouse gas emissions reductions on working lands, as defined. The bill would require the
department, in consultation with the Department of Conservation, the Department of Resources
Recycling and Recovery, the State Air Resources Board, and the Department of Water Resources, to
develop and adopt project solicitation and evaluation guidelines for the program, as specified.

AB 935 (Salas D)   Water projects.
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 9/4/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
9/10/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 9/11/2015-S. 2 YEAR
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal 2 year Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Current law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the Department of Water
Resources, which manages and undertakes planning with regard to water resources in the state. This
bill would require, upon appropriation by the Legislature, the department to provide funding for certain
projects, provided that certain conditions are met.

AB 937 (Salas D)   Groundwater planning: technical assistance: disadvantaged communities.
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 7/16/2015
Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was 2 YEAR on
8/28/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
Dead Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to provide technical assistance to
disadvantaged communities so that they may participate in groundwater planning, including, but not
limited to, plans for regional groundwater banking, with any county or other local agency.

AB 938 (Rodriguez D)   Sustainable Groundwater Management Act: adjudicated basins.
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 3/9/2016
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Status: 3/9/2016-From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to committee.
Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/9/2016-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would authorize the watermaster or local agency administering an adjudicated basin to
elect that the adjudicated basin be subject to the provisions of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act. The bill would authorize the court with jurisdiction over the adjudicated basin to
issue an order setting a hearing to determine whether the adjudicated basin shall be subject to the
act, as prescribed. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

AB 954 (Mathis R)   Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Program.
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 7/6/2015
Status: 8/27/2015-In committee: Held under submission.
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 8/27/2015-S. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish a program to provide
low-interest loans and grants to local agencies for low-interest loans and grants to eligible applicants
for specified purposes relating to drinking water and wastewater treatment. This bill would create the
Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Fund and provide that the moneys in this fund are available,
upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the board for expenditure for the program. This bill would
transfer to the Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Fund $10,000,000 from the General Fund. This
bill contains other related provisions.

AB 1061 (Gallagher R)   Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District: powers.
Introduced: 2/26/2015
Last Amend: 6/1/2015
Status: 8/17/2015-In committee: Set, first hearing. Hearing canceled at the request of author.
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 7/15/2015-S. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would authorize the Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District to sell, lease, or rent, or
otherwise dispose of a right of way, easement, or property, as specified, and to take, receive, and
apply for purposes of flood control the income, profit, and revenue received from the sale, lease,
rental, or other disposal. By adding a new source of revenue to a continuously appropriated fund, this
bill would make an appropriation. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

AB 1201 (Salas D)   Fish and wildlife: Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: predation by nonnative species.
Introduced: 2/27/2015
Last Amend: 8/17/2015
Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was 2 YEAR on
8/28/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
Dead Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

Summary: Would require the Department of Fish and Wildlife, by June 30, 2016, to develop a science-
based plan that addresses predation by nonnative species upon species of fish listed pursuant to the
California Endangered Species Act that reside all or a portion of their lives in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta and that considers predation reduction for all Chinook salmon and other native species
not listed pursuant to the act.

AB 1242 (Gray D)   Water quality and storage.
Introduced: 2/27/2015
Last Amend: 9/1/2015
Status: 9/11/2015-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was THIRD READING on
9/2/2015)
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 9/11/2015-S. 2 YEAR
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  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal 2 year Conf.
Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

1st House 2nd House
  Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to increase statewide water storage

capacity by 25% by January 1, 2025, and 50% by January 1, 2050, as specified. The bill would require
the department, on or before January 1, 2017, to identify the current statewide water storage capacity
and prepare a strategy and implementation plan to achieve those expansions in statewide water
storage capacity, and would require the department to update the strategy and implementation plan
on January 1, 2018, and every 2 years thereafter, until January 1, 2050.

 

  AB 1704 (Dodd D)   Water rights: small irrigation use: lake or streambed alteration agreements.
  Introduced: 1/25/2016
  Last Amend: 6/20/2016
  Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. on

8/11/2016)
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Dead Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The Water Rights Permitting Reform Act of 1988 provides that the State Water Resources
Control Board is not required to adopt general conditions for small irrigation use until the board
determines that funds are available for that purpose and that a registration for small irrigation use
pursuant to the act is not authorized until the board establishes general conditions for small irrigation
use to protect instream beneficial uses, as specified. This bill would require the board, on or before
January 1, 2018, to adopt general conditions that would permit a registrant to construct a facility that
would store water for small irrigation use during times of high streamflow in exchange for the
registrant reducing diversions during periods of low streamflow, as specified.

 

  AB 1755 (Dodd D)   The Open and Transparent Water Data Act.
  Introduced: 2/2/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
  Status: 8/12/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(14). (Last location was APPR. on

8/11/2016)
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/12/2016-S. DEAD
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Dead Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Would enact the Open and Transparent Water Data Act. The act would require the
Department of Water Resources, in consultation with the California Water Quality Monitoring Council,
the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, in accordance with
a specified schedule, to create, operate, and maintain a statewide integrated water data platform
that, among other things, would integrate existing water and ecological data information from multiple
databases and provide data on completed water transfers and exchanges. This bill contains other
existing laws.

 

  AB 1842 (Levine D)   Water: pollution: fines.
  Introduced: 2/9/2016
  Last Amend: 8/2/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Action From THIRD READING: Read third time.Passed Senate to CONCURRENCE.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. CONCURRENCE
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law imposes a maximum civil penalty of $25,000 on a person who discharges
various pollutants or other designated materials into the waters of the state. This bill would impose an
additional civil penalty of not more than $10 for each gallon or pound of material discharged. The bill
would require that the civil penalty be reduced for every gallon or pound of the illegally discharged
material that is recovered and properly disposed of by the responsible party. This bill contains other
related provisions and other current laws.

 

  AB 1928 (Campos D)   Water efficiency: landscape irrigation equipment.
  Introduced: 2/12/2016
  Last Amend: 8/15/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time and amended. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. THIRD READING
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  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

1st House 2nd House
  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #456  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Current law requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development

Commission, in consultation with the Department of Water Resources, to adopt, by January 1, 2010,
performance standards and labeling requirements for landscape irrigation equipment and, on or after
January 1, 2012, prohibits that equipment from being sold unless it meets the performance standards
and labeling requirements. This bill would postpone the date by which the commission is to adopt the
performance standards and labeling requirements to January 1, 2019, and would prohibit the sale or
the offer for sale of that equipment manufactured on or after the effective date of the performance
standards and labeling requirements unless the equipment meets the performance standards and
labeling requirements and is certified by the manufacturer as meeting the performance standards.

 

  AB 2087 (Levine D)   Regional conservation frameworks.
  Introduced: 2/17/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
  Status: 8/16/2016-Action From SECOND READING: Read second time and amended.To THIRD READING.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/16/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #67  SENATE SEN SECOND READING FILE - ASSEMBLY BILLS
  Summary: Would authorize the Department of Fish and Wildlife, or any other public agency, to

propose a regional conservation framework that would be required to contain specified information,
including a regional conservation assessment. The bill would authorize the department to approve a
regional conservation framework, or approve the framework with amendments, for an initial period of
up to 10 years after certain public meetings and a public comment period regarding the proposed
framework have been held and after it finds that the framework meets certain requirements.

 

  AB 2444 (Garcia, Eduardo D)   California Parks, Water, Climate, and Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access
For All Act of 2016.

  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
  Status: 8/16/2016-Action From SECOND READING: Read second time and amended.To THIRD READING.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/16/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #57  SENATE SEN SECOND READING FILE - ASSEMBLY BILLS
  Summary: Would enact the California Parks, Water, Climate, and Coastal Protection and Outdoor

Access For All Act of 2016, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in
an amount of $2,000,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a parks,
water, climate, and coastal protection and outdoor access for all program. This bill contains other
related provisions.

 

  AB 2446 (Gordon D)   State Water Resources Control Board: judicial review.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
  Status: 8/2/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/2/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #182  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, within 30 days of any action or failure to act

by a California regional water quality control board under specified law, authorizes an aggrieved
person to petition the State Water Resources Control Board to review that action or failure to act.
Current law authorizes the state board, in the case of such a review, upon notice and hearing, if a
hearing is requested, to stay in whole or in part the effect of the decision and order of a regional
board or of the state board. This bill would expand that provision to authorize the state board to issue
a stay in the case of review by the state board of a decision or order issued under authority delegated
to an officer or employee of the state board where the state board by regulation has authorized a
petition for reconsideration by the state board.

 

  AB 2480 (Bloom D)   Source watersheds: financing.
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  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/15/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time and amended. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: N
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #484  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Would declare it to be state policy that source watersheds are recognized and defined as

integral components of California's water infrastructure. The bill would state the particular importance
to maintaining the reliability, quantity, timing, and quality of California's environmental, drinking, and
agricultural water supply as climate change advances of source watersheds that supply the majority of
the state's drinking and irrigated agricultural water.

 

  AB 2488 (Dababneh D)   Protected species: unarmored threespine stickleback: taking or possession.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 6/21/2016
  Status: 8/2/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/2/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #184  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Would permit the Department of Fish and Wildlife to authorize, under the California

Endangered Species Act, the take of the unarmored threespine stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus
williamsoni) attributable to the periodic dewatering, inspection, maintenance, modification, or repair of
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California's Foothill Feeder water supply facility from
Castaic Dam to the Joseph Jensen Treatment Plant in the County of Los Angeles, as specified, if certain
conditions, including the adoption of an adap tive management process, are satisfied.

 

  AB 2515 (Weber D)   Water Conservation in Landscaping Act: model water-efficient landscaping ordinance.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 5/27/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #389  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources, on or before January 1, 2020, and

every three years thereafter, to either update the model water-efficient landscaping ordinance or make
a finding that an update to the model water-efficient landscaping ordinance at that time is not a useful
or effective means to improve either the efficiency of landscape water use or the administration of the
ordinance.

 

  AB 2551 (Gallagher R)   Contract procurement: surface storage projects.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/3/2016
  Status: 8/9/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/9/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #247  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Would allow a local agency to use the construction manager at-risk, design-build, or

design-build-operate method of delivery on a surface storage project, as described. The bill would
require these contracts to be awarded on a best value basis or to the lowest responsible bidder, and
establish a procurement process for these contracts. The bill would require the bidder to certify
specified information under penalty of perjury. By expanding the crime of perjury, the bill would impose
a state-mandated local program.

 

  AB 2594 (Gordon D)   Stormwater resources: use of captured water.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
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  Status: 8/9/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/9/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #248  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Current law, the Stormwater Resource Planning Act, authorizes one or more public

agencies to develop a stormwater resource plan that meets specified standards to address the
capture of stormwater, as defined, and dry weather runoff, as defined. This bill would authorize a
public entity that captures stormwater, in accordance with a stormwater resource plan, before the
water reaches a natural channel to use the captured water under certain circumstances.

 

  AB 2800 (Quirk D)   Climate change: infrastructure planning.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/2/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/16/2016  #407  SENATE SEN THIRD READING FILE - ASM BILLS
  Summary: Would until July 1, 2020, require state agencies to take into account the expected impacts

of climate change when planning, designing, building, and investing in state infrastructure. The bill, by
July 1, 2017, would require the Natural Resources Agency to establish a Climate-Safe Infrastructure
Working Group for the purpose of examining how to integrate scientific data concerning projected
climate change impacts into state infrastructure engineering, as prescribed.

 

  AB 2912 (Committee on Natural Resources)   Oil spills.
  Introduced: 3/15/2016
  Last Amend: 6/30/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Senate amendments concurred in. To Engrossing and Enrolling.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-A. ENROLLMENT
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Would require each owner or operator of a tank vessel, nontank vessel, vessel carrying oil
as a secondary cargo, or facility to submit, upon request of the administrator for oil spill response, a
copy of a federally approved oil spill response plan at the time of approval of the plan. The bill also
would revise and add various definitions within the Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Oil Spill Prevention and
Response Act and would make nonsubstantive changes to these and other provisions.

 

  SB 7 (Wolk D)   Housing: water meters: multiunit structures.
  Introduced: 12/1/2014
  Last Amend: 9/4/2015
  Status: 1/1/2016-Set for Hearing.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 1/1/2016-A. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #84  ASSEMBLY MOTION TO RECONSIDER
  Summary: Would express the intent of the Legislature to encourage the conservation of water in

multifamily residential rental buildings through means either within the landlord's or the tenant's
control, and to ensure that the practices involving the submetering of dwelling units for water service
are just and reasonable, and include appropriate safeguards for both tenants and landlords. This bill
contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

 

  SB 37 (Vidak R)   Kings River East Groundwater Sustainability Agency Act.
  Introduced: 12/1/2014
  Last Amend: 8/4/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-From consent calendar on motion of Assembly Member Cooper. Ordered to third

reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-A. THIRD READING
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  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

1st House 2nd House
  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #284  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: Would create the Kings River East Groundwater Sustainability Agency and would require

the agency's initial boundaries to be established by the boards of supervisors of the Counties of
Fresno and Tulare after a noticed public hearing. The bill would authorize the boundaries of the agency
to be adjusted, as specified. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

 

  SB 223 (Galgiani D)   Division of Boating and Waterways: oversight committee: invasive aquatic plants.
  Introduced: 2/13/2015
  Last Amend: 4/30/2015
  Status: 8/27/2015-August 27 hearing: Held in committee and under submission.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/27/2015-A. APPR.
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The Division of Boating and Waterways within the Department of Parks and Recreation is
the lead agency in the state for purposes of cooperating with other state, local, and federal agencies
in identifying, detecting, controlling, and administering programs to manage invasive aquatic plants in
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, its tributaries, and the Suisun Marsh, and prescribes the duties of
the division with regard to the management and control or eradication of those plants. This bill would
require the division, no later than 90 days after the effective date of the bill, to establish, and
designate and provide staff support to, an advisory and oversight committee to evaluate and monitor
the activities of the division relating to the management and control or eradication of those plants.

 

  SB 554 (Wolk D)   Delta levee maintenance.
  Introduced: 2/26/2015
  Last Amend: 1/4/2016
  Status: 8/11/2016-Action From APPR. SUSPENSE FILE: Do pass as amended.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/11/2016-A. APPR. SUSPENSE FILE
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law establishes a delta levee maintenance program pursuant to which a local
agency may request reimbursement for costs incurred in connection with the maintenance or
improvement of project or nonproject levees in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. This bill would
declare legislative intent to reimburse up to 75% of those costs incurred in any year for the
maintenance or improvement of levees in excess of $1,000 per mile of levee and would authorize the
board to advance funds in an amount that does not exceed 75% of the estimated state share to an
eligible local agency.

 

  SB 837 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review)   State government.
  Introduced: 1/7/2016
  Last Amend: 6/12/2016
  Status: 6/27/2016-Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 32, Statutes of 2016.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 6/27/2016-S. CHAPTERED
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Would, among other things, change the name of the Medical Marijuana Regulation and
Safety Act, the Bureau of Medical Marijuana Regulation, and the Medical Marijuana Regulation and
Safety Act Fund to the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act, the Bureau of Medical Cannabis
Regulation, and the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act Fund, and would change references to
medical marijuana or marijuana to medical cannabis or cannabis, respectively. The bill would authorize
licensing authorities, as defined, to adopt rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of that act
and emergency regulations, as specified.

 

  SB 919 (Hertzberg D)   Water supply: creation or augmentation of local water supplies.
  Introduced: 1/27/2016
  Last Amend: 8/11/2016
  Status: 8/11/2016-Read third time and amended. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/11/2016-A. THIRD READING
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  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered

1st House 2nd House
  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #177  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: Would require the Public Utilities Commission, before January 1, 2018, in consultation with

the Independent System Operator, to address the oversupply of renewable energy resources through
a tariff or other economic incentive for electricity purchased by customers operating "facilities that
create or augment local water supplies," as defined, to reduce the cost of electricity to those facilities.
This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

 

  SB 1172 (Hancock D)   Tidelands and submerged lands: City of Albany.
  Introduced: 2/18/2016
  Last Amend: 8/9/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read third time. Passed. Ordered to the Senate.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-S. SENATE
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law grants in trust to the City of Albany certain designated tidelands and
submerged lands, both filled and unfilled, for specified uses. This bill would delete specified provisions
and instead require that, on and after January 1, 2022, the use of those trust lands, as described,
conform to an approved trust lands use plan, prescribed by the bill, and all leases or agreements
proposed or entered into by the City of Albany, as trustee of those lands, also be consistent with the
public trust doctrine, as defined, and conform to the plan.

 

  SB 1188 (McGuire D)   Wildlife management areas: payment of taxes and assessments.
  Introduced: 2/18/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #260  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: Current law regulates real property acquired and operated by the state as wildlife

management areas, and authorizes the Department of Fish and Wildlife, when income is directly
derived from that real property, as provided, to annually pay to the county in which the property is
located an amount equal to the county taxes levied upon the property at the time it was transferred to
the state. This bill would require, instead of authorize, the department to make these payments
subject to appropriation by the Legislature.

 

  SB 1191 (Berryhill R)   Fish and wildlife: management plans.
  Introduced: 2/18/2016
  Last Amend: 4/5/2016
  Status: 4/22/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(5). (Last location was S. N.R. & W. on

4/5/2016)
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 4/22/2016-S. DEAD
  Desk Dead Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Current law authorizes regulations that the Fish and Game Commission adopts to
implement a fishery management plan or plan amendment for that fishery to make inoperative, in
regard to that fishery, any fishery management statute that applies to that fishery. This bill would
establish a similar process for the management of wildlife resources on land and the inland waters of
the state.

 

  SB 1262 (Pavley D)   Water supply planning.
  Introduced: 2/18/2016
  Last Amend: 6/15/2016
  Status: 8/4/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/4/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #155  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, requires all groundwater basins
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designated as high- or medium-priority basins by the Department of Water Resources that are
designated as basins subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be managed under a groundwater
sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2020, and requires
all other groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2022,
except as specified. This bill would, if a water supply for a proposed project includes groundwater,
require certain additional information to be included in the water supply assessment.

 

  SB 1317 (Wolk D)   Groundwater extraction permit.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 6/20/2016
  Status: 7/1/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(13). (Last location was L. GOV. on

6/20/2016)
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 7/1/2016-A. DEAD
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Dead Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: Would prohibit a groundwater extraction facility in a high- or medium-priority basin from
being developed without a valid groundwater extraction permit, with certain exceptions. The bill would
not require a city or county overlying a medium- or high-priority basin to have a process for the
issuance of a groundwater extraction permit for the development of a groundwater extraction facility
on or after January 31, 2022, or once the department has evaluated a groundwater sustainability plan
for the basin the city or county overlies and determined the plan to be adequate and likely to achieve
the sustainability goal for the basin, whichever comes first.

 

  SB 1318 (Wolk D)   Local government: drinking water infrastructure or services: wastewater
infrastructure or services.

  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 6/1/2016
  Status: 7/1/2016-Failed Deadline pursuant to Joint Rule 61(b)(13). (Last location was L. GOV. on

6/9/2016)
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 7/1/2016-A. DEAD
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Dead Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Summary: The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 governs the
procedures for the formation and change of organization of cities and special districts. This bill would
additionally authorize a local agency formation commission to initiate a proposal by resolution of
application for the annexation of a disadvantaged unincorporated community, as specified. This bill
contains other related provisions and other current laws.

 

  SB 1328 (Lara D)   Stormwater capture and treatment projects: funding.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 6/21/2016
  Status: 8/15/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/15/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #269  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: Would authorize the State Water Resources Control Board to expend moneys from the

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to provide grants to public
entities to implement stormwater and dry weather runoff collection and treatment projects that are
intended to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing the demand for electricity needed to
pump, transport, and deliver water from natural sources to serve water consumers, as prescribed. This
bill contains other existing laws.

 

  SB 1340 (Wolk D)   Water Conservation in Landscaping Act.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 6/21/2016
  Status: 8/11/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/11/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House
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  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #202  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: The he Water Conservation in Landscaping Act requires the Department of Water

Resources to update a specified model water efficient landscape ordinance by regulation and
prescribes various requirements for the updated model ordinance. Current law requires each local
agency to adopt either the updated model water efficient landscape ordinance or an ordinance that is
at least as effective in conserving water as the updated model ordinance. If the local agency does not
make a selection, the model ordinance shall apply within the jurisdiction of the local agency. This bill
would allow the governing body of a local agency to adopt an ordinance prescribing fees for filing an
application for the permit, subject to the restrictions that the fees not exceed the amount reasonably
required to review applications and issue the permits and that the fees not be levied for general
revenue purposes

 

  SB 1386 (Wolk D)   Resource conservation: working and natural lands.
  Introduced: 2/19/2016
  Last Amend: 8/1/2016
  Status: 8/4/2016-Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/4/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #161  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: W
 

  SB 1473 (Committee on Natural Resources and Water)   Natural resources.
  Introduced: 2/29/2016
  Last Amend: 8/11/2016
  Status: 8/11/2016-Read third time and amended. Ordered to third reading.
  Is Fiscal: Y
  Location: 8/11/2016-A. THIRD READING
  Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.

Conc. Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
1st House 2nd House

  Calendar:  8/18/2016  #186  ASSEMBLY THIRD READING FILE - SENATE BILLS
  Summary: The California Constitution provides for the delegation to the Fish and Game Commission of

powers relating to the protection and propagation of fish and game. Current statutory law delegates
to the commission the power to regulate the taking or possession of birds, mammals, fish, amphibians,
and reptiles, except as provided. Current law establishes procedures that are specific to regulations
adopted by the commission pursuant to this authority. This bill would clarify that those procedures
apply generally to any commission regulation that governs the take or possession of any bird,
mammal, fish, amphibian, or reptile, except as provided.

Total Measures: 39
Total Tracking Forms: 39
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AMENDED IN SENATE AUGUST 2, 2016

AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 16, 2016

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 12, 2016

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 18, 2016

california legislature—2015–16 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2800

Introduced by Assembly Member Quirk

February 19, 2016

An act to add and repeal Section 71155 to of the Public Resources
Code, relating to climate change.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 2800, as amended, Quirk. Climate change: infrastructure planning.
Existing law requires the Natural Resources Agency, by July 1, 2017,

and every 3 years thereafter, to update the state’s climate adaptation
strategy to identify vulnerabilities to climate change by sectors and
priority actions needed to reduce the risks in those sectors.

This bill bill, until July 1, 2020, would require state agencies to take
into account the expected impacts of climate change when planning,
designing, building, and investing in state infrastructure. The bill, by
July 1, 2017, would require the agency to establish a Climate-Safe
Infrastructure Working Group for the purpose of examining how to
integrate scientific data concerning projected climate change impacts
into state infrastructure engineering, as prescribed. The bill would
require the working group to consist of registered professional engineers
with specified relevant expertise from the Department of Transportation,
the Department of Water Resources, the Department of General
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Services, and other relevant state agencies and agencies; scientists with
certain specified expertise from the University of California and
California, the California State University systems. University, and
other institutions; and licensed architects with specified relevant
experience. The bill would require the working group, by July 1, 2018,
to recommend to the Legislature a process for integrating scientific
knowledge of projected climate change impacts into state infrastructure
design and addressing information gaps in a timely manner.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
 line 2 following:
 line 3 (a)  The impacts of climate change are already being felt in
 line 4 California and include record-breaking drought, wildfires, flooding,
 line 5 sea level rise, coastal erosion, and heat waves. These impacts are
 line 6 projected to worsen with a future punctuated by what are now
 line 7 considered extreme weather events.
 line 8 (b)  As the climate warms, California will need to design and
 line 9 maintain infrastructure, including, but not limited to, roads, bridges,

 line 10 buildings, and water systems, to withstand increasingly severe
 line 11 impacts.
 line 12 (c)  The scientific community is developing sound scientific
 line 13 understanding of projected impacts from climate change. The
 line 14 engineers responsible for overseeing, designing, and building state
 line 15 infrastructure must consider the influence of climate change
 line 16 impacts on siting and design standards and specifications.
 line 17 (d)  As California spends billions of dollars on infrastructure,
 line 18 expecting it to last many decades, state engineers should be
 line 19 provided with information on projected climate change impacts
 line 20 that they should consider when establishing standards and planning
 line 21 and designing structures that are critical to California’s economy
 line 22 and public safety.
 line 23 (e)  Prolonged heat waves, extreme precipitation events, severe
 line 24 drought, increasing wildfires, and other potentially dangerous
 line 25 climate change impacts will require significant changes in
 line 26 designing and building projects, such as roads, bridges, buildings,
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 line 1 and water infrastructure, and require planning for the resilience
 line 2 and restoration of natural systems.
 line 3 (f)  There is a significant body of climate science being
 line 4 developed and continually updated to inform decisionmakers and
 line 5 provide guidance on the predicted impacts. Infrastructure project
 line 6 planning and design must incorporate design standards and
 line 7 specifications for climate change impacts.
 line 8 (g)  Due to Executive Order B-30-15, current efforts by state
 line 9 agencies provide built-in resources, processes, and expertise that

 line 10 can be utilized to provide coordination between scientists and those
 line 11 responsible for designing, building, and overseeing critical state
 line 12 infrastructure.
 line 13 SEC. 2. Section 71155 is added to the Public Resources Code,
 line 14 to read:
 line 15 71155. (a)  State agencies shall take into account the expected
 line 16 impacts of climate change when planning, designing, building,
 line 17 and investing in state infrastructure.
 line 18 (b)  (1)  By July 1, 2017, the agency shall establish a
 line 19 Climate-Safe Infrastructure Working Group for the purpose of
 line 20 examining how to integrate scientific data concerning projected
 line 21 climate change impacts into state infrastructure engineering,
 line 22 including oversight, investment, design, and construction.
 line 23 (2)  The working group shall consist of the following:
 line 24 (A)  Professional engineers registered in accordance with Chapter
 line 25 7 (commencing with Section 6700) of Division 3 of the Business
 line 26 and Professions Code with relevant expertise in state infrastructure
 line 27 design from the Department of Transportation, the Department of
 line 28 Water Resources, the Department of General Services, and other
 line 29 relevant state agencies, as applicable.
 line 30 (B)  Scientists from the University of California and California,
 line 31 the California State University systems with University, and other
 line 32 institutions who have expertise in climate change projections and
 line 33 impacts in California, including scientists who produce publicly
 line 34 available climate data concerning California and its regions. across
 line 35 California.
 line 36 (3)  Membership of the working group shall be reasonably and
 line 37 equitably distributed between the groups specified in paragraph
 line 38 (2).
 line 39 (C)  Licensed architects with relevant experience in state
 line 40 infrastructure design, as applicable.
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 line 1 (3)  The two groups specified in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
 line 2 paragraph (2) shall be equitably represented in the membership
 line 3 of the working group, to the extent reasonable and appropriate.
 line 4 (4)  The working group shall work in coordination with other
 line 5 climate adaptation planning efforts and shall consider and build
 line 6 upon existing information produced by the state, among other
 line 7 resources.
 line 8 (c)  The working group may wish to consider and offer
 line 9 recommendations on the following issues:

 line 10 (1)  The current barriers to integrating projected climate change
 line 11 impacts into state infrastructure design.
 line 12 (2)  The development of practicable guidelines for planning and
 line 13 designing infrastructure that is more resilient to the expected
 line 14 impacts of climate change.
 line 15 (3)  The identification of gaps in the critical information that
 line 16 engineers responsible for infrastructure design and construction
 line 17 need to address climate change impacts.
 line 18 (4)  Consideration of the appropriate engineering design for
 line 19 multiple projected scenarios for future climate change.
 line 20 (5)  Consideration of a platform or process to facilitate
 line 21 communication between climate scientists and infrastructure
 line 22 engineers.
 line 23 (d)  By July 1, 2018, the working group shall recommend to the
 line 24 Legislature a process for integrating scientific knowledge of
 line 25 projected climate change impacts into state infrastructure design
 line 26 and for addressing the information gaps in a timely manner.
 line 27 (e)  For the purposes of this section, “infrastructure” has the
 line 28 same meaning as defined in Section 13101 of the Government
 line 29 Code.
 line 30 (f)  This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2020, and,
 line 31 as of January 1, 2021, is repealed, unless a later enacted statute,
 line 32 that becomes operative on or before January 1, 2021, deletes or
 line 33 extends the dates on which it becomes inoperative and is repealed.

O
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SENATE RULES COMMITTEE 
Office of Senate Floor Analyses 
(916) 651-1520    Fax: (916) 327-4478 

AB 2800 

THIRD READING  

Bill No: AB 2800 
Author: Quirk (D)  
Amended: 8/2/16 in Senate 
Vote: 21  

  
SENATE NATURAL RES. & WATER COMMITTEE:  7-2, 6/14/16 
AYES:  Pavley, Allen, Hertzberg, Hueso, Jackson, Monning, Wolk 
NOES:  Stone, Vidak 
 
SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE:  6-1, 6/29/16 
AYES:  Wieckowski, Bates, Hill, Jackson, Leno, Pavley 
NOES:  Gaines 
 
SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:  6-1, 8/11/16 
AYES:  Lara, Bates, Beall, Hill, McGuire, Mendoza 
NOES:  Nielsen 
 
ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  59-19, 6/1/16 - See last page for vote 
  

SUBJECT: Climate change:  infrastructure planning 

SOURCE: Union of Concerned Scientists 

DIGEST: This bill requires the California Natural Resources Agency to establish 
a Climate-Safe Infrastructure Working Group by July 1, 2017 to examine how to 
integrate scientific data concerning projected climate change impacts into state 
infrastructure engineering. 
 
ANALYSIS:   

Existing law: 

1) Defines infrastructure as real property, including land and improvements to the 
land, structures and equipment integral to the operation of structures, 
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easements, rights-of-way and other forms of interest in property, roadways, and 
water conveyances. 

2) Establishes the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) as the 
comprehensive state planning agency and requires OPR to assist state, regional, 
and local agencies in a variety of research and planning efforts, including 
climate adaptation. 

a) There is an advisory council to OPR comprised of members from a range of 
scientific and technical disciplines with expertise in the intersection of 
climate change and various sectors. 

b) The Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program coordinates 
regional and local adaptation efforts with state climate adaptation strategies 
and programs. This includes: 

i) Working with and coordinating local and regional efforts for climate 
adaptation and resilience, and  

ii) Coordinating and maintain the state’s clearinghouse of certain climate 
resources, as specified.   

3) Establishes the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) and requires it, 
by July 1, 2017, and every three years thereafter, to update the state’s climate 
adaptation strategy to identify vulnerabilities to climate change by sectors, 
priority actions needed to reduce the risks in those sectors and identify a lead 
agency or group of agencies to lead adaptation efforts in each sector.  
Transportation is among the specified sectors.  Actions taken to implement the 
strategy are required to be reported to the CNRA. 

4) Establishes the Office of Emergency Services and directs it, as specified, to 
update the Adaptation Planning Guide, within one year of an updated climate 
adaptation strategy being released.  The guide provides tools and guidance to 
regional and local governments and agencies in creating and implementing 
climate adaptation and community resiliency plans and projects. 

5) Requires that state agencies work to maximize, where applicable and feasible, 
educating the public about the consequences of climate change; ensuring there 
is a continuous repository for scientific data on climate change and adaptation 
to help identify climate change risks and facilitate educated state and local 
policy decisions. 

6) Establishes the Strategic Growth Council and requires it to identify and review 
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activities and funding programs of state agencies that may be coordinated to 
address, among other goals, the strategies and priorities developed in the 
climate adaptation plan. 

This bill establishes a Climate-Safe Infrastructure Working Group (working group) 
with specified tasks to address how to integrate scientific data regarding projected 
climate change impacts into state infrastructure engineering.  Specially, this bill: 
 
1) Requires state agencies to take into account the expected impacts of climate 

change when planning, designing, building, and investing in state infrastructure. 

2) Requires, by July 1, 2017, the CNRA establish a Climate-Safe Infrastructure 
Working Group (working group) to determine how to integrate scientific data 
about projected climate change impacts into state infrastructure engineering, as 
specified. 

3) Requires the working group include the following members with relevant 
experience and/or expertise, as specified: 

a) Professional engineers from Caltrans, the Department of Water Resources, 
the Department of General Services and other state agencies, as applicable. 

b) Scientists from the University of California and California State University 
and other California-based institutions. 

c) Licensed architects. 

4) Specifies the working group membership be equitably distributed among the 
membership categories, as specified, shall work in coordination with other 
planning efforts and build upon existing available information. 

5) Requires the working should consider and make recommendations on: 

a) Barriers between integrating projected climate change impacts and state 
infrastructure design,  

b) The development of guidelines for infrastructure planning and design that 
are climate-resilient, 

c) Identification of relevant critical information gaps, 

d) Appropriate engineering design for different climate scenarios, 
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e) The facilitation of communication between climate scientists and 
infrastructure engineers. 

6) By July 1, 2018 the working group will report back to the Legislature on a 
process to integrate climate science and projected climate change impacts into 
state infrastructure design and for addressing information gaps.  

7) Sunsets on July 1, 2020, as specified. 

8) Makes appropriate and relevant legislative findings. 

 
Background 
 
Administration policies regarding climate change adaptation. Executive Order S-
13-08 (Schwarzenegger), among other things, requires the CNRA, through the 
Climate Action Team, to coordinate with local, regional, state, federal and private 
entities to develop a state Climate Adaptation Strategy.  This strategy is required to 
summarize the best known science on climate change impacts to the state, assess 
the state’s vulnerability to these impacts and outline solutions to be implemented 
by or across state agencies to promote resiliency to these impacts. 
 
Executive Order B-30-15 (Brown), in addition to establishing a 40% greenhouse 
gas emission reduction goal by 2030, also updated and revised the state’s strategy 
for climate adaptation. These include, among others, that: 
1) The CNRA update the state’s climate adaptation strategy every three years and 

ensure that its provisions are fully implemented. The state’s strategy must 
identify vulnerabilities to climate change by sector and regions, as specified, 
outline primary risks to residents, property, communities and natural systems, 
identify priority actions needed to reduce these risks and identify a lead agency 
or group of agencies to lead adaptation efforts in each designated sector. 

2) Each sector’s lead prepare an implementation plan by September 2015 to 
outline the adaptation actions taken as identified in the strategy and report back 
to the CNRA on these actions. 

3) State agencies take climate change into account in their planning and 
investment decisions, and use full life-cycle cost accounting to evaluate and 
compare infrastructure investments and alternatives.  In addition, state agencies’ 
planning and investments shall be guided by the principles of preparedness for 
climate change, provide flexibility and adaptive approaches for uncertain 



AB 2800 
 Page  5 

 

climate impacts, be protective of vulnerable populations and prioritize natural 
infrastructure solutions for climate change. 

4) The state’s Five-Year Infrastructure Plan will take current and future climate 
change impacts into account for all infrastructure projects. 

5)  The Office of Planning and Research establish a technical advisory group to 
help state agencies incorporate climate change impacts into planning and 
investment decisions. 

6) The state continues its climate change research program to understand the 
impacts of climate change and how best to prepare and adapt to these impacts. 
 

The Legislature passed three laws, AB 1482 (Gordon, Chapter 603, Statutes of 
2015), SB 246 (Wieckowski, Chapter 606, Statutes of 2015), and SB 379 (Jackson, 
Chapter 608, Statutes of 2015) that build on this Executive Order in various ways 
to strengthen and codify several climate adaptation efforts within the state.  
 
The existing Caltrans Highway Design Manual (dated July 1, 2015) recognizes that 
the typical assumption for infrastructure design, which was that previously-
experienced hydrology and climatology will be a good predictor of the hydrology 
and climatology the project experiences over its lifetime, may no longer be a valid 
assumption, although there is no apparent consensus on an alternative. 
 
The state’s reports on climate adaptation strategy.  Pursuant to the existing 
Executive Order, a California Climate Adaptation Strategy was released in 2009.  
The CNRA recently updated this strategy with the Safeguarding California reports.  
According to the CNRA’s web-site, an early 2017 update to Safeguarding 
California is anticipated.  Information on other related state-level climate change 
assessments, planning tools and other activities is available on the CNRA’s web-
site. 
 
Comments 
 
There is a role for the working group.  Addressing state infrastructure-specific 
engineering design challenges for climate change adaptation appears to be a gap in 
the current statutory state planning process for climate change adaptation.  The 
coordination requirement with other climate adaptation planning efforts should 
help to avoid duplication of efforts given the multiple climate adaptation planning 
efforts currently underway. 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No 
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According to the Senate Appropriations Committee analysis, the costs associated 
with this bill are as follows: 

1) Approximately $150,000 to the CNRA (General Fund) for staff and contracting 
costs. 

2) Unknown costs, likely absorbable, for the state agency members of the working 
group (Department of Transportation, Department of Water Resources, and 
Department of General Services). 

3) Unknown costs, likely absorbable, for the California State University and 
University of California to participate on the working group. 

4) Absorbable costs for state agencies to account for the impacts of climate change 
when investing in state infrastructure.  The recommendations provided by the 
working group may provide cost savings for state agencies' plans and projects. 

SUPPORT: (Verified 8/11/16) 

Union of Concerned Scientists (source) 
American Institute of Architects, California Council 
American Society of Civil Engineers, Region 9 
California League of Conservation Voters 
California Shore and Beach Preservation Association 
Climate Resolve 
Local Government Commission 
National Audubon Society 
National Parks Conservation Association 
Professional Engineers in California Government 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
University of Southern California Sea Grant Program 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 8/11/16) 

None received 
 
ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:  According to the author, “[w]hile California is at 
the cutting edge of understanding how climate change will impact our state’s 
population and natural systems, there is a disconnect with efforts to address these 
climate changes in our state’s infrastructure engineering, design, and construction.” 
 



AB 2800 
 Page  7 

 

“Simply put, California cannot afford to spend billions of dollars on new and 
upgraded infrastructure that will not be able to withstand anticipated changes to 
California’s climate and natural systems.” 
 
“To ensure that California’s public infrastructure can withstand the impacts of 
future climate change, state engineers need to engage with climate scientists to 
identify the gaps in practical information that are necessary to help state employees 
design and construct climate-resilient infrastructure.  Unfortunately, no such 
process currently exists to bring together state engineers and climate scientists.” 
 
“AB 2800 establishes a working group composed of state professional engineers 
and climate scientists to develop recommendations for integrating climate change 
impacts into state infrastructure design and construction. […] The working group 
will include state professional engineers from state agencies involved in 
infrastructure planning and construction, and scientists from state universities with 
expertise in climate change impacts.” 
 
“AB 2800 will build on other adaptation efforts to begin to ensure that the state 
identifies and incorporates climate-safe specifications into state infrastructure in 
order to save lives, property, and investments.” 
 
ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  59-19, 6/1/16 
AYES:  Achadjian, Alejo, Arambula, Atkins, Baker, Bloom, Bonilla, Bonta, 

Brown, Burke, Calderon, Campos, Chau, Chávez, Chiu, Chu, Cooley, Cooper, 
Dababneh, Daly, Dodd, Eggman, Frazier, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, 
Gatto, Gipson, Gomez, Gonzalez, Gordon, Gray, Hadley, Roger Hernández, 
Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Lackey, Levine, Lopez, Low, Maienschein, 
McCarty, Medina, Mullin, Nazarian, O'Donnell, Quirk, Ridley-Thomas, 
Rodriguez, Salas, Santiago, Mark Stone, Thurmond, Ting, Weber, Wilk, 
Williams, Wood, Rendon 

NOES:  Travis Allen, Bigelow, Brough, Chang, Dahle, Beth Gaines, Gallagher, 
Grove, Harper, Jones, Kim, Mathis, Mayes, Obernolte, Olsen, Patterson, 
Steinorth, Wagner, Waldron 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Linder, Melendez 
 
Prepared by: Katharine Moore / N.R. & W. / (916) 651-4116 
8/15/16 19:39:59 

****  END  **** 

 



AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 4, 2016

SENATE BILL  No. 554

Introduced by Senator Wolk

February 26, 2015

An act to add Section 167 to amend Section 12987.5 of, and to amend
and repeal Section 12986 of, the Water Code, relating to water.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 554, as amended, Wolk. California Water Commission:
disqualifying financial interest: removal from office. Delta levee
maintenance.

Existing law establishes a delta levee maintenance program pursuant
to which a local agency may request reimbursement for costs incurred
in connection with the maintenance or improvement of project or
nonproject levees in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Existing law
declares legislative intent to reimburse eligible local agencies under
this program, until July 1, 2018, in an amount not to exceed 75% of
those costs that are incurred in excess of $1,000 per mile of levee.
Existing law, until July 1, 2018, authorizes the board to provide funds
to an eligible local agency under this program in the form of an advance
in an amount that does not exceed 75% of the estimated state share.
Existing law, on and after July 1, 2018, declares the intent of the
Legislature to reimburse eligible local agencies under this program in
an amount not to exceed 50% of those costs that are incurred in any
year for the maintenance and improvement of levees.

This bill would declare legislative intent to reimburse up to 75% of
those costs incurred in any year for the maintenance or improvement
of levees in excess of $1,000 per mile of levee and would authorize the
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board to advance funds in an amount that does not exceed 75% of the
estimated state share to an eligible local agency.

Existing law, the Political Reform Act of 1974, prohibits a public
official at any level of state or local government from making,
participating in making, or in any way attempting to use his or her
official position to influence a governmental decision in which he or
she knows, or has reason to know, that he or she has a financial interest.
Existing law provides that a public official has a financial interest in a
decision if it is reasonably foreseeable that the decision will have a
material financial effect, distinguishable from its effect on the public
generally, on the official, a member of his or her immediate family, or
as specified.

This bill would remove a member of the California Water Commission
from office if after trial a court finds that the commission member has
knowingly participated in any commission decision in which the member
has a disqualifying financial interest in the decision.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 12986 of the Water Code, as amended by
 line 2 Section 3 of Chapter 549 of the Statutes of 2012, is amended to
 line 3 read:
 line 4 12986. (a)  It is the intent of the Legislature to reimburse an
 line 5 eligible local agency pursuant to this part for costs incurred in any
 line 6 year for the maintenance or improvement of project or nonproject
 line 7 levees as follows:
 line 8 (1)  No costs incurred shall be reimbursed if the entire cost
 line 9 incurred per mile of project or nonproject levee is one thousand

 line 10 dollars ($1,000) or less.
 line 11 (2)  Not more than 75 percent of any costs incurred in excess of
 line 12 one thousand dollars ($1,000) per mile of project or nonproject
 line 13 levee shall be reimbursed.
 line 14 (3)  (A)  As part of the project plans approved by the board, the
 line 15 department shall require the local agency or an independent
 line 16 financial consultant to provide information regarding the agency’s
 line 17 ability to pay for the cost of levee maintenance or improvement.
 line 18 Based on that information, the department may require the local
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 line 1 agency or an independent financial consultant to prepare a
 line 2 comprehensive study on the agency’s ability to pay.
 line 3 (B)  The information or comprehensive study of the agency’s
 line 4 ability to pay shall be the basis for determining the maximum
 line 5 allowable reimbursement eligible under this part. Nothing in this
 line 6 paragraph shall be interpreted to increase the maximum
 line 7 reimbursement allowed under paragraph (2).
 line 8 (4)  Reimbursements made to the local agency in excess of the
 line 9 maximum allowable reimbursement shall be returned to the

 line 10 department.
 line 11 (5)  The department may recover, retroactively, excess
 line 12 reimbursements paid to the local agency from any time after
 line 13 January 1, 1997, based on an updated study of the agency’s ability
 line 14 to pay.
 line 15 (6)  All final costs allocated or reimbursed under a plan shall be
 line 16 approved by the Central Valley Flood Protection Board for project
 line 17 and nonproject levee work.
 line 18 (7)  Costs incurred pursuant to this part that are eligible for
 line 19 reimbursement include construction costs and associated
 line 20 engineering services, financial or economic analyses,
 line 21 environmental costs, mitigation costs, and habitat improvement
 line 22 costs.
 line 23 (b)  Upon completion of its evaluation pursuant to Sections 139.2
 line 24 and 139.4, by January 1, 2008, the department shall recommend
 line 25 to the Legislature and the Governor priorities for funding under
 line 26 this section.
 line 27 (c)  Reimbursements made pursuant to this section shall reflect
 line 28 the priorities of, and be consistent with, the Delta Plan established
 line 29 pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 85300) of Part
 line 30 4 of Division 35.
 line 31 (d)  This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2018, and,
 line 32 as of January 1, 2019, is repealed, unless a later enacted statute,
 line 33 that becomes operative on or before January 1, 2019, deletes or
 line 34 extends the dates on which it becomes inoperative and is repealed.
 line 35 SEC. 2. Section 12986 of the Water Code, as amended by
 line 36 Section 2 of Chapter 549 of the Statutes of 2012, is repealed.
 line 37 12986. (a)  It is the intent of the Legislature to reimburse from
 line 38 the General Fund an eligible local agency pursuant to this part for
 line 39 costs incurred in any year for the maintenance or improvement of
 line 40 project or nonproject levees as follows:
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 line 1 (1)  No costs incurred shall be reimbursed if the entire cost
 line 2 incurred per mile of levee is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or less.
 line 3 (2)  Fifty percent of any costs incurred in excess of one thousand
 line 4 dollars ($1,000) per mile of levee shall be reimbursed.
 line 5 (3)  The maximum total reimbursement from the General Fund
 line 6 shall not exceed two million dollars ($2,000,000) annually.
 line 7 (b)  This section shall become operative on July 1, 2018.
 line 8 SEC. 3. Section 12987.5 of the Water Code is amended to read:
 line 9 12987.5. (a)  In an agreement entered into under Section 12987,

 line 10 the board may provide for an advance to the applicant in an amount
 line 11 not to exceed 75 percent of the estimated state share. The
 line 12 agreement shall provide that no advance shall be made until the
 line 13 applicant has incurred costs averaging one thousand dollars
 line 14 ($1,000) per mile of levee.
 line 15 (b)  Advances made under subdivision (a) shall be subtracted
 line 16 from amounts to be reimbursed after the work has been performed.
 line 17 If the department finds that work has not been satisfactorily
 line 18 performed or where advances made actually exceed reimbursable
 line 19 costs, the local agency shall promptly remit to the state all amounts
 line 20 advanced in excess of reimbursable costs. If advances are sought,
 line 21 the board may require a bond to be posted to ensure the faithful
 line 22 performance of the work set forth in the agreement.
 line 23 (c)  This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2018, and,
 line 24 as of January 1, 2019, is repealed, unless a later enacted statute,
 line 25 that becomes operative on or before January 1, 2019, deletes or
 line 26 extends the dates on which it becomes inoperative and is repealed.
 line 27 SECTION 1. Section 167 is added to the Water Code, to read:
 line 28 167. (a)  A member of the commission shall not participate in
 line 29 any commission decision in which the member has a disqualifying
 line 30 financial interest in the decision within the meaning of Section
 line 31 87103 of the Government Code.
 line 32 (b)  Upon the request of any person, or on the Attorney General’s
 line 33 own initiative, the Attorney General may file a complaint in the
 line 34 Superior Court for the County of Sacramento alleging that a
 line 35 commission member has knowingly violated this section and the
 line 36 facts upon which the allegation is based and asking that the member
 line 37 be removed from office. Further proceedings shall be in accordance
 line 38 as near as may be with rules governing civil actions. If after trial
 line 39 the court finds that the commission member has knowingly violated
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 line 1 this section, it shall pronounce judgment that the member be
 line 2 removed from office.

O
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Date of Hearing:  June 29, 2016 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Lorena Gonzalez, Chair 

SB 554 (Wolk) – As Amended January 4, 2016 

Policy Committee: Water, Parks and Wildlife    Vote: 10 - 3 

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No  Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill repeals the July 1, 2018 sunset date for the Delta Levee Subventions program.  
Specifically, this bill permanently establishes the state's 75% maximum share for Delta levee 
maintenance costs in excess of $1,000 per mile.   

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Potential annual cost pressures, likely in the millions of dollars (GF), to fund local projects to 
improve and maintain levees.  Without this bill, the state cost share formula would decrease from 
75% to 50% on July 1, 2018. 

According to the Department of Finance (DOF), eliminating the sunset date will result in greater 
state expenditures per project than would be the case under current law.  However, the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) indicates many local governments find it difficult to 
meet the current 25% local match, so it is unclear how many projects would be eligible for state 
funding at the 50% match level.  
 
COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author, the maintenance of Delta levees is important to reduce 
flood risk and ensure the Delta can continue to serve its many valuable uses such as fertile 
farmland, water conveyance, and a rich estuary ecosystem.  By continuing the current cost 
share formula, this bill will ensure Delta reclamation districts are able to afford to maintain 
and improve their levees.   

2) Background.  The Delta Levee Subventions Program provides state funding to local 
agencies for the rehabilitation and maintenance of levees in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. In 1996, the Legislature temporarily established the reimbursement rate to be up to 
75% of any costs incurred in excess of $1,000 per mile depending on the agency’s ability to 
pay. This rate was to be reduced to 50% on July 1, 2006.  However, the Legislature 
subsequently extended this date several times and the higher reimbursement rates are 
currently authorized until July 1, 2018.  

3) Funding history.  Chapter 718, Statutes of 2010 (SB 855) allocated $170 million of 
Proposition 1E and $32 million of Proposition 84 funding for projects intended to reduce the 
risk of levee failure in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

 
The 2016-17 Budget includes $60 million for local assistance expenditures in the Delta. 
DWR indicates that an additional $70 million is still available from the 2015-16 Budget Act. 



SB 554 
 Page  2 

Of these funds, about 40 percent, or $62 million, will go toward the Subventions program. 
The state's share of program costs ranges from $6 to$12 million annually, and state 
reimbursement of eligible costs is typically near 75 percent for projects.  Based on annual 
costs of $6 to $12 million a year, DWR predicts that available and eligible bond funding will 
last between 5 and 10 years. 
 
Proposition 1 provided $295 million to reduce the risk of levee failure and flood in the Delta, 
of which local assistance through the subventions program is an eligible use.  

4) Water Action Plan.   The Delta Stewardship Council, in consultation with local agencies 
and various state agencies, is in the process of developing state investment priorities for 
Delta Levees consistent with the Delta Reform Act of 2009, for levees that are a part of the 
State Plan of Flood Control, and for nonproject levees.  
 
The author may wish to consider extending rather than eliminating the sunset provision to 
coincide with the completion of the state's work to identify investment priorities. 
 
 

Analysis Prepared by: Jennifer Galehouse / APPR. / (916) 319-2081
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california legislature—2015–16 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 1755

Introduced by Assembly Member Dodd

February 2, 2016

An act to add Part 4.9 (commencing with Section 12400) to Division
6 of the Water Code, relating to water data.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 1755, as amended, Dodd. The Open and Transparent Water Data
Act.

Existing law imposes on the Department of Water Resources various
duties with respect to water in the state. Under existing law, the State
Water Resources Control Board administers a water rights program
pursuant to which the state board grants permits and licenses to
appropriate water. Existing law regulates water transfers and authorizes
a permittee or licensee to change the point of diversion, place of use,
or purpose of use due to a transfer or exchange of water or water rights
if certain conditions are met.

This bill would enact the Open and Transparent Water Data Act. The
act would require the department, by January 1, 2018, in consultation
with the California Water Quality Monitoring Council, the state board,
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and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, in accordance with a specified
schedule, to create, operate, and maintain a statewide integrated water
data platform that, among other things, would integrate existing water
and ecological data information from multiple databases and provide
data on completed water transfers and exchanges.

The act would require the department, in consultation with the
California Water Quality Monitoring Council, the state board, and the
Department of Fish and Wildlife Wildlife, to develop protocols for data
sharing, documentation, quality control, public access, and promotion
of open-source platforms and decision support tools related to water
data and to submit to the Legislature a report on those protocols. The
act would require a recipient of state funds through a grant or contract
for research or projects a project relating to the improvement of water
or ecological data to adhere to those protocols or be ineligible for state
funding.

The act would create the Water Data Administration Fund. The act
would specify that moneys in the fund would be available, upon
appropriation, to the department, the state board, or the Department of
Fish and Wildlife for the collection, management, and improvement of
water and ecological data or for certain other the purposes of the act.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Part 4.9 (commencing with Section 12400) is
 line 2 added to Division 6 of the Water Code, to read:
 line 3 
 line 4 PART 4.9.  THE OPEN AND TRANSPARENT WATER DATA
 line 5 ACT
 line 6 
 line 7 Chapter  1.  General Provisions

 line 8 
 line 9 12400. This part shall be known, and may be cited, as the Open

 line 10 and Transparent Water Data Act.
 line 11 12401. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
 line 12 (a)  The recent drought reveals that California needs to integrate
 line 13 existing water and ecological data into an authoritative open-access
 line 14 platform to help water managers operate California’s water system
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 line 1 more effectively and help water users make informed decisions
 line 2 based on water availability and allocation.
 line 3 (b)  State and federal leadership, increased awareness by
 line 4 business, governmental, and nongovernmental organizations
 line 5 through open and transparent access to data, and improved
 line 6 technology and availability of open-source platforms create a
 line 7 unique opportunity that California should seize upon to integrate
 line 8 and increase access to existing water data.
 line 9 (c)  California is working to increase access to water data

 line 10 collected by state agencies. The state board is piloting a project to
 line 11 make water quality datasets available online through an open data
 line 12 portal. The portal creates an opportunity to foster collaboration
 line 13 among state agencies, share and integrate existing datasets, improve
 line 14 state agency operations through data-driven decisionmaking, and
 line 15 improve transparency and accountability.
 line 16 (d)  State agencies should promote openness and interoperability
 line 17 of water data. Making information accessible, discoverable, and
 line 18 usable by the public can foster entrepreneurship, innovation, and
 line 19 scientific discovery.
 line 20 (e)  Water data and research that is information technology tools
 line 21 and applications developed and gathered using state funds should
 line 22 be made publicly accessible. State delegation of data management
 line 23 to contractors should not result in the public losing access to its
 line 24 own information.
 line 25 (f)  The availability of open-source tools makes it easier to access
 line 26 and explore water and ecological data and could facilitate the
 line 27 creation of an online integrated water data platform without the
 line 28 need to create an expensive new centralized database.
 line 29 12402. Unless the context otherwise requires, the following
 line 30 definitions govern the construction of this part:
 line 31 (a)  “Department” means the Department of Water Resources.
 line 32 (b)  “Metadata” means data that describes data.
 line 33 (c)  “Platform” means the statewide integrated water data
 line 34 platform described in Section 12415.
 line 35 (d)  “State board” means the State Water Resources Control
 line 36 Board.
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 line 1 Chapter  2.  Statewide Water Data Integration

 line 2 
 line 3 Article 1.  General Provisions
 line 4 
 line 5 12405. The department, the state board, and the Department
 line 6 of Fish and Wildlife shall coordinate and integrate existing water
 line 7 and ecological data from local, state, and federal agencies. The
 line 8 purposes for integrating water and ecological data are to provide
 line 9 include, but are not limited to, providing adequate information to

 line 10 implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Part
 line 11 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720)), improve improving the
 line 12 management of the state’s water resources, and bring bringing
 line 13 greater transparency to water transfers and the market.
 line 14 12406. (a)  The department, in consultation with the California
 line 15 Water Quality Monitoring Council, the state board, and the
 line 16 Department of Fish and Wildlife Wildlife, shall develop protocols
 line 17 for data sharing, documentation, quality control, public access,
 line 18 and promotion of open-source platforms and decision support tools
 line 19 related to water data. The agencies department shall develop and
 line 20 submit to the Legislature, in compliance with Section 9795 of the
 line 21 Government Code and before the establishment of a statewide
 line 22 integrated water data platform pursuant to Section 12410, by
 line 23 January 1, 2018, a report describing these protocols. The report
 line 24 shall be developed in collaboration with the California Water
 line 25 Quality Monitoring Council, the state board, the Department of
 line 26 Fish and Wildlife, relevant federal agencies agencies, and interested
 line 27 stakeholders, including, but not limited to, technology and open
 line 28 data experts and water data users.
 line 29 (b)  Grant recipients Recipients of state funds through grants or
 line 30 contracts for research or projects relating to the improvement of
 line 31 water or ecological data that receive state funds shall shall, as a
 line 32 condition of the receipt of a grant or contract, adhere to the
 line 33 protocols developed by state agencies pursuant to subdivision (a)
 line 34 for data sharing, transparency, documentation, and quality control.
 line 35 (c)  A researcher or grant or contract recipient that does not
 line 36 comply with subdivision (b) is not eligible for state funding until
 line 37 the researcher or grant or contract recipient complies with those
 line 38 requirements.
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 line 1 Article 2.  Statewide Integrated Water Data Platform Creation
 line 2 
 line 3 12410. (a)  The department department, in consultation with
 line 4 the California Water Quality Monitoring Council, the state board,
 line 5 and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, shall create, operate, and
 line 6 maintain a statewide integrated water data platform in accordance
 line 7 with Section 12415 by January 1, 2018. and the following schedule:
 line 8 (1)  By January 1, 2018, the department shall do both of the
 line 9 following:

 line 10 (A)  Make public the protocols developed pursuant to Section
 line 11 12406.
 line 12 (B)  Publish a strategic plan for data management to guide the
 line 13 implementation of this part.
 line 14 (2)  By April 1, 2018, the department shall release any request
 line 15 for proposals necessary for the development of a statewide
 line 16 integrated water data platform.
 line 17 (3)  (A)  By September 1, 2019, the department shall make
 line 18 available existing water and ecological data held by state agencies
 line 19 on the platform.
 line 20 (B)  The department shall quarterly add the information
 line 21 described in subparagraph (A) not available as of September 1,
 line 22 2019, that becomes available at a later date.
 line 23 (4)  (A)  By August 1, 2020, the department shall make available
 line 24 on the platform available water and ecological data related to
 line 25 California water supply and management that is held by the
 line 26 following agencies:
 line 27 (i)  The United States Bureau of Reclamation.
 line 28 (ii)  The United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
 line 29 (iii)  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
 line 30 (iv)  The United States Geological Survey.
 line 31 (v)  The United States Forest Service.
 line 32 (B)  The department shall quarterly add the information
 line 33 described in subparagraph (A) not available as of August 1, 2020,
 line 34 that becomes available at a later date.
 line 35 (5)  By August 1, 2020, the department shall make available on
 line 36 the platform any other existing information listed in Section 12415.
 line 37 (b)  The department may partner with an existing nonprofit
 line 38 organization, with a new nonprofit organization that the department
 line 39 creates, organized under paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Section
 line 40 501 of Title 26 of the United States Code, or with another state
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 line 1 agency to create, operate, or maintain, or any combination thereof,
 line 2 the platform.
 line 3 (c)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the department may enter
 line 4 into an agreement with an existing nonprofit organization, with a
 line 5 new nonprofit organization that the department creates, organized
 line 6 under paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Section 501 of Title 26
 line 7 of the United States Code, or with another state agency for that
 line 8 nonprofit organization or state agency to create, operate, or
 line 9 maintain, or any combination thereof, the platform.

 line 10 (d)  A nonprofit organization that participates in creating,
 line 11 operating, or maintaining the platform may receive public funds,
 line 12 court-ordered mitigation funds, or other funds to assist in carrying
 line 13 out the responsibilities for integrating and managing existing water
 line 14 and ecological data as described in Section 12415.
 line 15 (d)  The Department of Technology is deemed to have delegated
 line 16 to the department any authority over the implementation of this
 line 17 part granted to it pursuant to Section 11546 of the Government
 line 18 Code.
 line 19 (e)  Nothing in subdivision (a) shall prevent a state agency from
 line 20 disseminating, managing, or publishing data separately from the
 line 21 platform.
 line 22 
 line 23 Article 3.  Statewide Integrated Water Data Platform Features
 line 24 
 line 25 12415. The statewide integrated water data platform created
 line 26 pursuant to Section 12410 shall, at a minimum, do all of the
 line 27 following:
 line 28 (a)  Integrate existing water and ecological data information
 line 29 from multiple autonomous databases managed by federal, state,
 line 30 and local agencies and academia using consistent and standardized
 line 31 formats.
 line 32 (b)  Integrate, at a minimum, Integrate the following datasets:
 line 33 datasets, as available:
 line 34 (1)  The department’s information on State Water Project
 line 35 reservoir operations, groundwater use, and groundwater levels
 line 36 through California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring
 line 37 (CASGEM), levels, urban water use, and land use.
 line 38 (2)  The state board’s data on water rights, water diversions, and
 line 39 water quality through California Environmental Data Exchange
 line 40 Network (CEDEN).
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 line 1 (3)  The Department of Fish and Wildlife’s information on fish
 line 2 abundance and distribution.
 line 3 (4)  The United States Geological Survey’s streamflow
 line 4 conditions information through the National Water Information
 line 5 System.
 line 6 (5)  The United States Bureau of Reclamation’s federal Central
 line 7 Valley Project operations information.
 line 8 (6)  The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s, United States
 line 9 Forest Service’s, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric

 line 10 Administration Fisheries’ fish abundance information.
 line 11 (c)  Provide data on completed water transfers and exchanges,
 line 12 including publicly available or voluntarily provided data on the
 line 13 volume, price, and delivery method, identity of the buyers and
 line 14 sellers, and the water right associated with the transfer or exchange.
 line 15 (d)  Provide clear and careful documentation of data quality and
 line 16 data formats through metadata.
 line 17 (e)  Adhere to data protocols developed by state agencies
 line 18 pursuant to Section 12406.
 line 19 (f)  Be able to receive both spatial and time series data from
 line 20 various sources.
 line 21 (g)  Enable custom dashboards, visualizations, graphing, and
 line 22 analysis.
 line 23 
 line 24 Chapter  3.  Water Data Administration Fund

 line 25 
 line 26 12420. (a)  The Water Data Administration Fund is hereby
 line 27 created. All moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation,
 line 28 to the department, the state board, or the Department of Fish and
 line 29 Wildlife for the collection, management, and improvement of
 line 30 water data, for entering into an agreement with, or establishing, a
 line 31 nonprofit organization pursuant to Section 12410, or creating,
 line 32 operating, or maintaining the statewide integrated water data
 line 33 platform described in Section 12415, including the cost to verify
 line 34 data, and modernizing water information databases. and ecological
 line 35 data for the purposes of this part.
 line 36 (b)  The Department of Finance shall develop a standardized
 line 37 agreement to allow for the voluntary donation to the fund by any
 line 38 person, educational institution, government entity, corporation or
 line 39 other business entity, or organization.
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 line 1 12421. (a)  (1)  The department, the state board, or the
 line 2 Department of Fish and Wildlife may enter into an agreement to
 line 3 accept funds or services from any person, educational institution,
 line 4 government entity, corporation or other business entity, or
 line 5 organization for the maintenance, development, improvement, or
 line 6 enhancement of a designated agencies’ data, decision support tools,
 line 7 or information technology projects. Under the direction of the
 line 8 respective agency, the funds or services received shall supplement,
 line 9 but not replace, existing resources for the maintenance,

 line 10 development, improvement, or enhancement of designated agency
 line 11 data, decision support tools, or information technology systems.
 line 12 The respective agency and the sponsoring or donating person,
 line 13 entity, government, or organization shall specify in the agreement
 line 14 the level of service that is to be performed.
 line 15 (b)  Funds received pursuant to this section shall be deposited
 line 16 in the Water Data Administration Fund created pursuant to Section
 line 17 12420.

O
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator Ricardo Lara, Chair 

2015 - 2016  Regular  Session 

AB 1755 (Dodd) - The Open and Transparent Water Data Act 
 
Version: August 1, 2016 Policy Vote: N.R. & W. 8 - 0 
Urgency: No Mandate: No 
Hearing Date: August 1, 2016 Consultant: Narisha Bonakdar 

 
This bill meets the criteria for referral to the Suspense File. 
 
Bill Summary:  AB 1755 requires the Department of Water Recourses (DWR), in 
consultation with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and the California Water Quality Monitoring Council 
(CWQMC) to create and maintain a statewide integrated water data platform by August 
1, 2020, based on a specified schedule. 

Fiscal Impact:   
• One-time costs between $750,000 and $1.5 million to DWR to develop the data 

platform, plus annual staffing costs of $1.6 million to maintain and continue to 
develop the platform as it grows (General Fund). 
 

• Unknown, potentially significant, costs to CDFW to consult with DWR on required 
protocols, the required report, and the data platform.  
 

• Unknown, potentially significant, costs to SWRCB to consult with DWR on required 
protocols, the required report, and the data platform. 
 

• Unknown, potentially significant, costs to CWQMC to consult with DWR on required 
protocols, the required report, and the data platform. 

Background:  The authority to acquire information technology (IT) goods and services 
in state government is spread over three agencies. 
 
• The Department of Finance (Finance) is responsible for review and approval of 

funding related to IT project proposals.  
 

• The California Department of Technology (CDT) has broad responsibility and 
authority to guide the application of information technology (IT) in California State 
Government. CDT’s areas of responsibility include policymaking, interagency 
coordination, IT budget and procurement review, technical assistance, and 
advocacy. 
 

• The Department of General Services (DGS) is generally responsible for the 
acquisition of all IT goods and services. DGS also has statutory authority to delegate 
IT purchasing authority to those departments demonstrating the capability to make 
purchases that adhere to state statutes, regulations, policies, and procedures. 
 
According to the Department of Water Resources, they have delegated authority for 
IT goods and services costing up to $2 million. 
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State agencies frequently develop and maintain data regarding their activities and 
compliance with regulations.  For example: 
 
• The DWR maintains data associated with the State Water Project (SWP), 

groundwater monitoring, urban water management, and land use.  
 

• The SWRCB maintains data associated with water rights, water diversions, and 
water quality.   
 

• The CDFW maintains data associated with fish populations and locations.    

Proposed Law:   This bill would enact the Open and Transparent Water Data Act. 
Specifically, it would:  
 
1) Require DWR, the SWRCB, and the CDFW to “coordinate and integrate existing 

water and ecological data from local, state, and federal agencies.” 
2) Requires DWR, in consultation with the CWQMC, SWRCB, and the CDFW, to 

develop and submit to the legislature protocols for data sharing, documentation, 
quality control, and public access by January 1, 2018. 

3) Conditions the receipt of grant fund is on adherence to the protocols established 
4) Requires DWR, in consultation with the CWQMC, SWRCB, and the CDFW, to 

create and maintain a statewide integrated water data platform by August 1, 2020, 
based on a specified schedule. 

5) Delegates the CDT’s role over implementation of IT projects to DWR. 
6) Specifies that the integrated water data platform must, among other things, do the 

following:  

o Integrate existing water and ecological data information from multiple 
autonomous databases managed by federal, state, and local agencies and 
academia using consistent and standardized formats. 

o  Integrate, at a minimum, the following datasets: 

 The DWR’s information on the SWP reservoir operations, groundwater 
use, and groundwater levels through California Statewide Groundwater 
Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM), urban water use, and land use. 

 The SWRCB’s data on water rights, water diversions, and water quality 
through California Environmental Data Exchange Network (CEDEN). 

 The CDFW’s information on fish abundance and distribution. 

 The United States Geological Survey’s streamflow conditions 
information through the National Water Information System. 

 The United States Bureau of Reclamation’s federal Central Valley 
Project operations information. 
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 The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s, United States Forest 
Service’s, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Fisheries’ fish abundance information. 

o Provide data on completed water transfers and exchanges, including publicly 
available or voluntarily provided data on the volume, price, and delivery 
method, identity of the buyers and sellers, and the water right associated with 
the transfer or exchange. 

o Provide clear and careful documentation of data quality and data formats 
through metadata. 

o  Adhere to data protocols developed by state agencies pursuant to Section 
12406. 

o Be able to receive both spatial and time series data from various sources. 

o Enable custom dashboards, visualizations, graphing, and analysis. 

Related Legislation: AB 2304 (Levine, 2016) would have established the California 
Water Market Clearinghouse within the California Natural Resources Agency to 
enhance access to voluntary water market transactions.  This bill was set for hearing in 
Assembly Appropriations Committee, but was held at the request of the author. 

Staff Comments:  Purpose.  California keeps numerous data sets on water from urban 
use to environmental use and everything in between.  Those data sets are not 
coordinated and as a result do not produce a complete water information picture.  The 
value of these numerous data sets is diminished by the fact that they are piecemeal and 
while they may address overlapping problems of supply, use, and efficiency, they are 
only valuable to the extent they touch on any specific area. 

Having all water data in the state compiled and publicly available in a useable fashion 
would drive water policy innovation and likely produce many of the benefits that robust 
useable data have had on energy policy.    

According to the author, this bill improves access to water data by creating a statewide 
information system to integrate critical water data in a user friendly, publicly accessible 
website to simplify and expedite decision-making. 

Costs for consultation. Amendments were taken to require relevant departments to 
consult with DWR for specified activities rather than completing the required activities 
individually.  While this may in certain circumstances reduce costs, it is unclear to what 
extent given each agency’s unique expertise. 
 

-- END -- 
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