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5-26-16    via email to:  pat.rogers@deltacouncil.ca.gov  and eric.alvarez@deltacouncil.ca.gov 

To:  Delta Stewardship Council 

        DSC Independent Science Board, Chair Jay Lund;  Brian Atwater, USGS Surveyor 

From:  Nicole (Nicky) Suard, Esq.  Managing Member, Snug Harbor Resorts, LLC  located on a peninsula of Ryer Island, 

Solano County, California   sunshine@snugharbor.net  

Re:  Your continued use of incorrect data regarding both Ryer Islands located in Solano County, California 

This letter and attached screen prints are provided as comment to the DSC 5/26/16 meeting,  

Agenda Item #10, “Update on Delta Levees Investment Strategy” 

Dear DSC board members and DISB board members: 

     Please be advised that the Levee Investment Strategy document under review at the meeting today utilizes outdated 

technical baseline data as referenced on page 30, specifically referenced to DRMS Phase 1 technical data and 2011 DWR 

“Attributes of Levees” study.  (screen print of page below).  As you know, there are two islands named “Ryer” located in 

the county of Solano.  One “Ryer” is located in the Suisun bay area and was/is the subject of restoration under the BCDC 

(not BDCP) with restoration planning and design by URS in approximately 2005.  The other “Ryer” is located in the North 

Delta region and is bordered by Steamboat Slough, Sutter Slough, Cache Slough.  I shall refer to this one as “Ryer-North”. 

     DSC levee investment strategy refers to DRMS Phase 1 study dates that indicate use of baseline data before the 

corrections were made related to Ryer-North.  More specifically, early versions of DRMS Phase 1 incorrectly state Ryer- 

North flooded “three to 5 times” in the last 100 years.  In fact, Ryer-North has flooded zero times in the last 108 years.  

DRMS Phase 1 falsely listed Ryer-North as flooded in 1986, as an example.  Correct flood history for Ryer-North was 

provided, along with a spreadsheet showing the flood totals for other Delta islands based on all past published studies 

by DWR, USBR or USACE.  That spreadsheet based on the previous published Delta flood history established the fact 

DRMS Phase 1 study inflated or exaggerated not just Ryer-North flood history but also at least seven other listed major 

or target Delta islands.  DWR representatives recognized at least part of the incorrect data and thereafter published a 

correction in December 2009.  Your current document references an earlier date and therefore it must be assumed you 

are using the incorrect baseline data, once again.  (I brought this to the attention of DSC/Delta Vision board members 

starting in 2009).  

      Island flood history, island seismic risk, island assets and infrastructure are all elements of the “risk” factor.   Since 

DSC proposed to make determinations of expenditures based on individual island risk factors, shouldn’t you first 
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determine if the factors you are using are correct?  Other mistakes made by DRMS Phase 1 baseline data regarding the 

Ryer Islands:  Ryer-Suisun is located in a high shake zone, while Ryer-North is not.  DRMS incorrectly showed Ryer-North 

in a high seismic risk or shake zone.   

Ryer-North is circled in red.  Ryer-Suisun was erased from the 

URS map, yet at the same time URS was the consultant for Ryer-

Suisun BCDC restoration planning.  (I am sure Mr. Atwood could 

verify that Ryer-Suisun has undergone several name changes 

over the years, including “Long Point Island” and more recently 

per Delta Vision maps “River Island”) . 

 

     DSC is also using incomplete asset data, complied around 

2004-2005 originally most likely, which then keeps resurfacing 

without corrects.  The incorrect asset data for many of the islands 

of the Delta results in undervaluation of the worth of the islands.  

For example, Ryer-North asset values omitted to list or value at 

least 30 residential home parcels valued between $300,000 to 

$1,000,000 each, not including the farm or ranch homes also 

ignored.  Also not included in Ryer-North asset values are two 

marinas and an RV and mobile home park, with store and gas 

dock.  Also not included was a major electrical line that crosses 

from Egbert Tract to Ryer Island, then from Ryer Island to Grand 

Island, to the Grand Island Electrical platform located mid-island.  

In other words, it is estimated that Ryer-North assets are 

undervalued by at least $35,000,000.  Note also that the number 

of residents of Ryer-North was also greatly understated, listing 75 

residents instead of using the last census which indicates over 

400 residents.  Please see screen print below.  Specifically related to Ryer-North, your delta levees investment strategy 

inflates flooding probability, does not account for all assets of the island and therefore under estimates consequence, to 

come up with an “annual risk” assumption that ignores the reality the value of Ryer-North.   In fact, the delta levees 

investment strategy uses incorrect baseline data for many major islands of the Delta. 

       DSC board members often make the claim the “best available science” is being utilized.  However, if you withhold 

available data from the scientists/consultants that are hired to do a particular report or study, clearly that is 

intentionally and knowingly failing to use “best available science”.    Screen prints below relate to current documents 

under review by DSC, or the reports and studies used as baseline material for the Delta levee investment strategy.  In 

addition, you can find more details regarding “Ryer-North” at http://www.ryerisland.com and specifically note the 

following DRMS summary at http://www.ryerisland.com/images/floods/delta_floods_final.pdf  and  

http://www.ryerisland.com/DRMS_wrong_on_ryer_island.htm   and 

http://www.ryerisland.com/images/floods/DRMSf1_wrong_on_Ryer.pdf   Corrections by DWR:  

http://www.ryerisland.com/ryer_flood_history_email.jpg  compare the visual changes: 

http://www.ryerisland.com/images/smalls/drms-using_maps_to_hide_mistakes.jpg    More maps related to incorrect 

Delta data:  http://deltarevision.com/more_wrong_maps_of_the_delta_3.html    compared to 

http://deltarevision.com/Delta_maps/Floods-Islands-Levees.htm .    
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      Please review the screen prints below, the links as well, and consider requesting a full revaluation of all physical 

assets of the islands of the Delta, utilizing a method that includes visual inspection of each island from the ground and 

the water, not from a computer screen.  DSC should not be making important decisions regarding expenditures based on 

false, incorrect and misleading data. 

Yours truly, an affected party,    Nicky Suard, Esq.  (via email) 
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See above in full detail at http://deltarevision.com/Issues/wrong_maps_data/mwd-dwr-

drms/DRMS/using_maps_to_hide_mistakes.JPG and http://deltarevision.com/more_wrong_maps_of_the_delta_3.html  

 

http://deltarevision.com/Issues/wrong_maps_data/mwd-dwr-drms/DRMS/using_maps_to_hide_mistakes.JPG
http://deltarevision.com/Issues/wrong_maps_data/mwd-dwr-drms/DRMS/using_maps_to_hide_mistakes.JPG
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