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DRAFT 8/7/13 – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

For Review and Adoption by the DSC at the September 26, 2013 Meeting 
 

DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 
August 22, 2013 

Holiday Inn Capitol Plaza  
300 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
 
August 22, 2013, 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions  

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m., August 22, 2013, by Chair Phil Isenberg.  
Roll call was taken and the following members were present:  Patrick Johnston, Randy 
Fiorini, and Phil Isenberg.  Due to lack of a quorum, the Council acted as a committee, 
and without objection, recessed into Closed Session. 
 
3. Closed Executive Session – Litigation:  (Not open to the public) (Government  
 Code §1126 (e)(2)(a), (e)(2)(B)(i)) (Action Item) 
 Lawsuits:  San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority/Westlands vs. Delta  
 Stewardship Council 
 North Coast Rivers Alliance vs. Delta Stewardship Council 
 City of Stockton vs. Delta Stewardship Council 
 State Water Contractors/Metropolitan Water District of Southern California vs.  
 Delta Stewardship Council  
 Friends of the River, et al vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 Save the California Delta Alliance vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 Central Delta Water Agency, et al vs. Delta Stewardship Council  
 
Noting the absence of a quorum, the Council recessed into Closed Session.  The 
Closed Session of the Delta Stewardship Council convened at 9:10 a.m., with Chair Phil 
Isenberg presiding.   
 
4. Reconvene Open Session 
 
The Closed Session adjourned at 9:54 a.m. and the Open Session of the Delta 
Stewardship Council reconvened at 10:32 a.m., with no announcements made.   
 
2. Roll Call – Establish a Quorum (Water Code §85210.5)  
 
Roll call was taken and a quorum was established.  The following members were 
present: Patrick Johnston, Gloria Gray, Randy Fiorini, Phil Isenberg and Don Nottoli.  
Absent:  Hank Nordhoff and Frank Damrell. 
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5. Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Isenberg stated he did not have anything to report and without objection from the 
Council, Agenda Item 7, Adoption of the July 25, 2013 meeting summary, was taken out 
of order and heard next. 
 
7. Adoption of the July 25, 2013 Meeting Summary (Action Item) 
 
Chair Isenberg asked if there were any questions, suggestions or comments from the 
Council or public regarding the July 25, 2013 Meeting Summary - there were none.   
 
Motion: (Offered by Fiorini; seconded by Johnston) to approve the July 25, 2013, 
meeting summary.  
 
Vote: (4/0: Johnston, Gray, Fiorini, Isenberg) and the motion was adopted.  
 
The video showing this vote can be found at: http://dsc.videossc.com/archives/082213/ 
Agenda Items 4 through 5 and 7.  Archive Segment Number 2 of 25 at 01:05. 
 
6. Executive Officer’s Report (Information Item) 
 
Executive Officer Chris Knopp began by introducing Taryn Ravazzini as the Council’s 
new Implementation Committee Coordinator.  Mr. Knopp then updated the Council on 
the status of the Delta Plan, stating the Office of Administrative Law, on August 7th, 
approved the Plan’s regulations which will become effective September 1.  Mr. Knopp 
briefly discussed the new roles of the Council – accountability role, appellate body for 
actions covered by the Delta Plan, overseeing a Delta Plan Implementation Committee, 
and the coordination of science in the Delta and developing an adaptive management 
program.  Mr. Knopp stated that these new roles are interlinked, complex and require 
capabilities that the current staff does not fully possess.  Mr. Knopp stated staff is 
working on identifying these issues and changes needed to support the Council in its 
new role will be discussed in more detail at the September meeting.  Next, Mr. Knopp 
briefly discussed the training that is being prepared for other agencies to make 
certification of consistency determinations. 
 
At the conclusion of Mr. Knopp’s update, without objection, the Council moved to 
Agenda Item 11.  The Legislative Update, Agenda Item 6a, was heard after the Council 
returned from lunch. 
 
11. Bay Delta Conservation Plan (Information Item) 
 
Without objection from the Council, Agenda Item 11 - Bay Delta Conservation Plan, was 
taken out of order and heard after Agenda Item 6, Executive Officer’s Report.   
 
Dan Ray opened the item by introducing Karla Nemeth, Natural Resources Agency; 
Gordon Enas, Department of Water Resources; and Carl Wilcox, Department of Fish 
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and Wildlife.  Mr. Ray stated the final draft of the BDCP would be released in October, 
following a review by the federal permitting agencies and shortly thereafter DWR would 
be releasing a public review draft of BDCP’s associated EIR/S.  Mr. Ray stated the 
Council, as a responsible agency, will be commenting on the BDCP’s draft EIR.  Mr. 
Ray stated a series of briefings have been scheduled, with today’s being an overview of 
the fundamentals of the BDCP and how it contributes to the overall Delta Solution.  
September’s briefing will focus on costs, the governance structure and adaptive 
management program and October’s will focus on construction of the facilities and the 
anticipated impacts to the Delta.   
 
Next, Ms. Nemeth provided the Council with a PowerPoint on BDCP that has been 
posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_11_BDCP_Presentatio
n.pdf . Following Ms. Nemeth’s presentation, Gordon Enas, the BDCP project engineer, 
described recent adjustments made to BDCP and Carl Wilcox discussed how the 
Conservation Measures fit into the Ecosystem Restoration Program’s restoration 
strategies.  Throughout the BDCP update, the panel and Mr. Ray answered Council 
members’ questions and provided clarification.   
 
8. Delta Science Program 
a. Lead Scientist’s Report 
Dr. Goodwin briefed the Council on the “State of the Science Workshop on Fish 
Predation on Central Valley Salmonids in the Bay-Delta Watershed” that was held on 
July 22-23.  The workshop, co-hosted by the Delta Science Program, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the National Marine Fisheries Service, had an 
independent panel of experts summarize the current state of knowledge on predation of 
Central Valley salmonids by other fish and a report from the workshop panel is expected 
in late September.  Next, Dr. Goodwin reported on the 2013 Delta Science Fellows.  
California Sea Grant and the Delta Science Program are completing the process of 
selecting and funding the 2013 class of Delta Science Fellows.  The successful Delta 
Science Fellows will give brief presentations to the Council on their proposed research 
at the September Council meeting.  Dr. Goodwin provided the Council with the 
summary of current numbers related to Delta water and environmental management.  
“By the Numbers” is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_8a_Attach_1_BY_THE
_NUMBERS.pdf 
 
At the conclusion of Agenda Item 8a, the Council recessed to lunch at 12:02 p.m. and 
reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  Prior to continuing the Delta Science Plan update, without 
objection, the Council returned to the Legislative Update, Agenda Item 6a. 
 
6a. Legislative Update 
Jessica Pearson presented the Legislative Update.  Ms. Pearson reported that the 
Assembly and Senate had returned to session and were holding hearings.  Ms. Pearson 
also discussed SB 735 (Wolk) to amend the Sacramento-San Joaquin Reform Act to 
add a provision about local NCCPs stating the bill had been put over to next year to 
allow for further development and discussion.  She made brief remarks on an 
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informational joint hearing held the previous week by the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee and the Senate Governance and Finance Committee on BDCP.  Ms. 
Pearson also briefed the Council on a follow up hearing on a revised water bond that 
was held on August 15 and distributed a public review draft of the 2013 Water Bond 
Framework that has been posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_6a_2013_Water_Bond
_Framework.pdf as well as information on SB 42 (Wolk), The Safe Drinking Water, 
Water Quality & Flood Protection Act that is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_6a_SB42.pdf 
 
Throughout the Legislative Update, Ms. Pearson answered Council members’ questions 
and provided clarification.  At the conclusion of the Legislative Update, the Council 
returned to Agenda Item 8b, Delta Science Plan. 
 
8b. Delta Science Plan 
Dr. Goodwin presented a PowerPoint on the Draft Delta Science Plan that has been 
posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Item_8b_Delta_Science_Pla
n_Presentation_One_Delta_One_Science.pdf.  The Draft Delta Science Plan is a 
comprehensive blueprint encouraging discussion and collaboration among scientists 
about research in the Delta and sharing scientific resources.  The Second Draft of the 
Delta Science Plan is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Delta%20Science%20Plan%
20-%20Second%20Draft_082213_Final.pdf .  Dr. Goodwin stated the second draft will 
be discussed in greater detail at the September Council meeting where staff will ask for 
comments and direction from the Council before a final is released in October. 
 
Dr. Goodwin, joined by Delta Science Program staff Dr. Rainer Hoenicke, Dr. Lauren 
Hastings and Lindsay Correa, previewed the second draft of the Delta Science Plan and 
explained that extensive comments on the first draft had been received and discussed 
the major changes between the first and second drafts. Throughout the discussion of 
the Draft Delta Science Plan, the panel heard Council members’ comments, answered 
questions and provided clarification. 
 
Following the discussion of the Delta Science Plan, Chair Isenberg asked if there were 
any members of the public who wished to comment. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda Item 8b: 
 
Erik Ringelburg, Local Agencies of the North Delta, felt there is a need to take the 
multiplicity of different technical fields and synthesize the results.  Mr. Ringelberg 
believes we need to look at actionable science, using the best available science to 
achieve the coequal goals.  Mr. Ringelberg urged the inclusion of social science in the 
Delta Science Plan.  Mr. Ringelberg stated he would submit detailed written comments.   
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9. Interagency Agreement Regarding Levee Improvement 
 
Mr. Knopp explained that prior to the Council meeting, the discussions that occurred 
between the DSC and DWR made it necessary to bring the Interagency Agreement 
discussions to the Council; however, since posting the agenda, a solution had been 
reached. He said an update on the development of priorities for state investments in 
Delta levees would be provided at the September Council meeting.  At the conclusion of 
the discussions of Agenda Item 9, Gail Newton, Department of Water Resources, 
described efforts under way with the development of assessment of priorities for state 
investment in levees.  Mr. Knopp and Ms. Newton answered Council members’ 
questions and provided clarification.  Chair Isenberg asked if there were any questions 
or comments – there were none. 
 
10. Delta Plan Progress Report 
 
Cindy Messer and Keith Coolidge presented Agenda Item 10 – Delta Plan Progress 
Report.  Ms. Messer and Mr. Coolidge provided information on key activities and 
internal processes undertaken by the staff in preparation for the Delta Plan 
implementation.  These activities included publication of the final Delta Plan (staff 
expect the Plan will be available on the Council’s website the last week of August.  
Hardcopies of the Plan are expected mid-September.  CD’s and Executive Summaries, 
the last week of August); implementation of the online consistency 
determination/certification and appeals system and training for local and state agencies 
on using the system; early consultation; and staff’s role in reviewing and commenting on 
programs, projects and plans in the Delta that may occur under the jurisdiction of the 
Council. 
 
Throughout the report, Ms. Messer and Mr. Coolidge answered Council members’ 
questions and provided clarification.  At the conclusion of the Delta Plan Progress 
Report, Chair Isenberg asked if there were any member of the public who wished to 
comment on this item.  There were none. 
 
12. Public Comment 
 
Chair Isenberg asked if there were any members of the public who wished to address 
the Council.  There were none. 
 
13. Preparation for Next Council Meeting – Discuss (a) expected agenda items; 

(b) new work assignments for staff; (c) requests from Council members; and 
(e) confirm next meeting date – September 26-27, 2013. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.  
 


