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l. Legislative Calendar

January is typically a month full of activity, and this year was no exception, with bills introduced last year
needing to clear their house of origin by the end of the month, a number of new bills being introduced
in advance of the February 19" deadline, and the release of the Governor’s Budget. Two bills introduced

last year that passed out of their house of origin just yesterday are AB 501 and SB 554.

AB 501 by Assemblymember Levine would require a person conducting research in the Delta and who is
being funded, at least in part, with state funds, to share the results of that research with others.
Furthermore, this bill would require state agencies funding Delta research to adopt policies to facilitate

the sharing of this information.

I. SB 554 (Wolk) Subventions Program Sunset

Senator Wolk’s SB 554 was introduced last year to address a topic unrelated to Council interests and
was gutted and amended earlier this month to address DWR’s Levee Subventions Program. Current law
allows DWR to pay up to 75% of an eligible project’s costs. This cost share is scheduled to reduce to 50%
beginning in July of 2018. SB 554 would remove that sunset, making the current 75% cost share ceiling
permanent. It should also be noted that the current provision in statute that requires Subventions
expenditures to reflect the priorities of, and to be consistent with the Delta Plan, would also be

preserved under this legislation.

Given that both AB 501 and SB 554 were passed by their respective houses yesterday, both are now

awaiting policy committee assignments in the second house.
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Il. Eggman Legislation: Public Vote on Conveyance

And then other item of note from the State Legislature is AB 1713 by Assemblymember Eggman, which
was introduced yesterday and would require a public vote on any project that conveys water from a
diversion point directly in the Sacramento River to pumping facilities of the State Water Project or

Central Valley Project south of the Delta.

Given that this bill was introduced just this week it is currently awaiting assignment to its first policy

committee, which should occur in the next week or tw

Ill.  Federal Legislation (HR 4366/Valadao and Feinstein Drought Bill
Discussion Draft)

Late last week Senator Feinstein introduced draft legislation in response to ongoing drought
impacting the Western region. The proposal aims to address both long-term and short-term water
supply needs to improve the efficiency of the water delivery system. Examples of long-term
provisions include $600 million for water storage projects like Shasta, Sites, Temperance Flat, and
Los Vaqueros, $100 million specifically for 27 desalination projects, and $350 million to fund water
recycling projects. Short-term aspects of the proposal focus on extending the time period for water
transfers by five months' and requiring the Delta Cross Channel Gates to remain open as long as
possible to reduce salinity and avoid releasing water unnecessarily. The Senator plans to meet with
select stakeholders in the coming weeks, with a formal introduction of the bill anticipated soon

after.

! Current transfer window is July through September. This would extend the window to April through November.
All transfers must be consistent with BiOps.
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[l. Federal Legislation (HR 4366/Valadao and Feinstein Drought Bill
Discussion Draft)

The second piece of federal legislation to highlight is Congressman Valadao’s introduction of House
Resolution 4366, which would authorize last fall’s drainage settlement between Westlands Water
District and the Department of Interior. As the Council may recall, the negotiated terms of the
settlement require congressional authorization no later than January of 2017 in order for the agreement
to go into effect. Absent congressional action by the deadline, either party to the agreement can nullify

the deal should they choose or agree to an extension.

IV.  Governor’s Budget

Governor Brown issued his proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year earlier this month. The $122.6
billion General Fund budget is the result of strong revenue receipts and a growing state economy and

represents a 4 percent increase compared to the current year budget.

As part of the Governor’s Budget, the Council is seeking an additional $3.55 million to fund research that
will support science-based management decisions and fulfill the Delta Plan’s adaptive management and

implementation requirements.

Specifically, the request is comprised of two aspects. The first seeks $1.45 million for the two upcoming
fiscal years to update the Delta Plan, its regulations, and its recommendations relative to flood
management, ecosystem restoration, water supply, and the significant shift in policy from the Bay Delta
Conservation Plan (BDCP) to WaterFix and EcoRestore. The second aspect would provide $2.1 million on
an ongoing basis to bolster the Delta Science Program’s mission of providing best available science by
increasing support for monitoring and science investigations, as well as the Delta Plan Interagency

Implementation Committee’s High-Impact Science Actions.
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