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2015 Long-term Operations Biological Opinions Annual Science Review 
Panel Biographies 

 
Dr. Jim Gore 
Dr. Gore is a Professor of Biology and the Dean of the College of Natural and 
Health Sciences at the University of Tampa. Dr. Gore received his B.A. degree 
from the University of Colorado and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Zoology from the 
University of Montana. Dr. Gore has held professorships at the University of 
Tulsa, Eminent Scholar Chair in Environmental Science in the Alabama 
University system, Professor and Chair of the Department of Environmental and 
Health Sciences at Columbus State University, and Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Environmental Science, Policy and Geography at the University of 
South Florida St. Petersburg. He is a Fulbright scholar having held senior 
research fellowships in Israel and southern Africa. Dr. Gore has over 135 
publication credits including three books, The Restoration of Rivers and Streams, 
Alternatives in Regulated River Management, and Rapid Bioassessment of 
Stream Health plus more than 75 papers, book chapters and technical reports in 
aquatic biology and hydrology. Dr. Gore’s primary research interest is in the 
influence of channel hydraulics on the distribution of riverine biota, establishing 
conservation flows for river ecosystems, and the potential impacts of climate 
change on the success of invasive species. He is currently authoring two papers 
and editing a special edition of Freshwater Biology on the ecology and 
restoration of the Rhone River. 
 
Dr. Ronald T. Kneib 
Dr. Kneib is a private ecological consultant (RTK Consulting Services) based in 
Hillsboro, New Mexico and Senior Research Scientist Emeritus at the University 
of Georgia, where he served on the resident research faculty of the University of 
Georgia Marine Institute on Sapelo Island from 1980 to 2010. He received his 
B.S. in Zoology from Pennsylvania State University, and earned master’s and 
doctoral degrees in Ecology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Dr. Kneib’s national and international research programs and scientific 
publications have explored the roles of fishes and invertebrates in ecological 
processes, production dynamics and functional genomics within coastal 
landscapes across a range of spatial and temporal scales. He has served on the 
editorial boards of several international journals including Marine Ecology 
Progress Series, Wetlands, and Endangered Species Research. Dr. Kneib is 
certified as a Senior Ecologist by the Ecological Society of America’s Board of 
Professional Certification and has assisted citizen groups, private industry and 
government agencies with major restoration projects and management of tidal 
wetlands on the Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific coasts of the U.S. for over 20 years.  
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He has been actively involved with issues In the San Francisco Bay-Delta region 
as an invited participant in workshops to develop models and approaches for the 
Delta Regional Ecosystem Restoration Implementation Plan (DRERIP), the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP), and served as a science advisor in the process 
of developing BDCP Goals & Objectives for fish species. He has been an invited 
member of numerous technical review panels including the Inter-agency 
Ecological Program on Pelagic Organism Decline (POD, 2005/06), 
Environmental Water Account (EWA, 2006), and the 2008 U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Biological Opinion on long-term Operations Criteria and Plan (OCAP) for 
coordination of joint federal-state water projects (2009). He also served as chair 
and/or lead author on the first two OCAP Annual Review Panels in 2010 and 
2011. 
 
Dr. James J. Anderson 
Dr. Anderson is a Research Professor in the School of Aquatic and Fisheries 
Sciences at the University of Washington and Co-Director of Columbia Basin 
Research, a group that focuses on salmon issues in the Columbia Basin. 
Dr. Anderson has been teaching at the University of Washington since 1983. 
Prior to joining the faculty at the University of Washington, he did research work 
at the University of Kyoto in Japan, the National Institute of Oceanography in 
Indonesia, and the Institute of Oceanographic Sciences in Wormley, UK. For 
three decades he has studied the effects of hydrosystems and water resource 
allocations on salmon and other fish species. He has developed computer 
models of the migration of juvenile and adult salmon through hydrosystems and 
heads the DART website, an internet database serving real-time environmental 
and fisheries data on the Columbia River. His other research interests include 
mathematical studies in ecosystems, biodemography, toxicology and animal 
behavior. He has served on a number of regional and national panels and has 
testified numerous times before Congress on the impacts of hydrosystems on 
fisheries resources including the National Research Council Committee on 
Sustainable Water and Environmental Management in the California Bay-Delta. 
He has over 100 scientific publications and has supervised twenty-five graduate 
students. He received his B.S. and Ph.D. in oceanography from the University of 
Washington.  
 
Dr. Nancy Monsen 
Dr. Monsen's research has focused on multi-dimensional hydrodynamic modeling 
of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for the last twenty years. Her Ph.D. 
research was based on the TRIM3D hydrodynamic model and recently she has 
been working on Stanford's SUNTANS hydrodynamic model. She also has 
consulting experience with the DELFT3d hydrodynamic model. She is a visiting 

http://www.cbr.washington.edu/dart/dart.html
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scholar in the Environmental Fluid Mechanics Laboratory, part of the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Department, at Stanford University. She has worked 
previously as a research associate at Stanford for two years, a consultant for 
ESA PWA (formerly Philip Williams and Associates) for a year and a half, and at 
the U.S. Geological Survey (Menlo Park, National Research Program) for ten 
years. She has recently been on several science review panels including the 
Independent Review of the Draft Bay Delta Conservation Plan Effects Analysis 
(2014) and the State of the Science Workshop on Fish Predation on Central 
Valley Salmonids in the Bay-Delta Watershed (2013). Dr. Monsen earned her 
doctorate in Civil and Environmental Engineering at Stanford University. 
 
Dr. S. Geoffrey Schladow 
Dr. Schladow is a Professor at the UC Davis Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and the founding Director of the Tahoe 
Environmental Research Center (TERC), which supports multidisciplinary 
research, education and public outreach on aquatic systems and their 
contributing watersheds. In 2011 he was a guest researcher at the Disaster 
Prevention Research Institute in Kyoto University, Japan. Dr. Schladow’s area of 
interest is the interaction between fluid transport and mixing processes with water 
quality in natural and engineered systems. Examples of such systems include 
lakes, rivers, estuaries and mining pits.  Using a combination of field 
experimentation, detailed laboratory studies and numerical modeling, he is better 
quantifying the critical flux paths in these systems. The results of this work will 
lead to improved methods of managing and controlling our water resources. Dr. 
Schladow earned his bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University 
of Western Australia, his master’s degree in Engineering from U.C. Berkeley, his 
doctorate in Civil Engineering at the University of Western Australia and 
completed his postdoctorate in Civil and Environmental Engineering at Stanford 
University.  
 
Dr. John Van Sickle 
Dr. Van Sickle is a consulting environmental statistician, recently retired from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Research and Development. 
Since 1998, his research has focused on the monitoring and assessment of 
freshwater ecosystems, with an emphasis on indicators of health for multispecies 
biological assemblages, and on estimating the risks of aquatic stressors to biota. 
Prior to 1998 Dr. Van Sickle taught and did research in systems modeling, 
mathematics, statistics and ecology at Oregon State University and the 
University of Zimbabwe. He has served as an associate editor for the Journal of 
the North American Benthological Society, and is currently a member of the State 
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of California’s Biological Objectives Scientific Steering Committee. Dr. Van Sickle 
earned his B.S. and M.S. in mathematics, and his Ph.D. in systems science, from 
Michigan State University, and also received an M.S. in statistics from Oregon 
State University. 
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