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"Coequal goals" means the two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring,  

and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural, 
recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place.”  

– CA Water Code §85054 

 
October 15, 2015 

-  Meeting Notice - 
 

Delta Science Program Review 
 

2015 Long-term Operations Biological Opinions Annual Science Review  
 

November 5, 2015 – 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. PST 
November 6, 2015 – 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. PST 

 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 

1220 N Street, Main Auditorium 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
As a courtesy, this workshop will have a WebEx Conference link and a call-in line for audio. Public 

comment through this courtesy service will be limited to written comments. Public comment received 
through this mechanism may not receive a response during the meeting. 

 
WebEx Conference Links: 

November 5 
Meeting number:  923 996 291  

Meeting password: lobo2015 

November 6 
Meeting number:  925 177 116  

Meeting password: lobo2015 

Call-In Line for Audio: 1-877-402-9753, Participant Passcode: 1882129 
 

 
 

PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the annual review is to inform National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as to the efficacy of the prior year’s water operations and regulatory 
actions prescribed by their respective Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives (RPAs). The review will 
enable NMFS and USFWS to use lessons learned, incorporate new science, and make appropriate, 
scientifically justified adjustments to the implementation of the RPAs. The Independent Review Panel’s 
findings and recommendations provide objective feedback to agency staff for consideration in decision 
making. 
 

https://deltacouncil.webex.com/deltacouncil/j.php?MTID=m8b378475207a43528c72bc4f7f8bce6d
https://deltacouncil.webex.com/deltacouncil/j.php?MTID=m54b769996de04cd60de4c6192068af37


 
AGENDA 
Order of agenda items and listed times are subject to change 

 
Day 1 (November 5, 2015) 

 
I. Introduction 

 
9:00 – 9:10 Welcome Remarks – Cliff Dahm (Delta Science Program) 

 
9:10 – 9:40 Opening Remarks – Maria Rea (NMFS), Larry Rabin (USFWS), Ronald 

Milligan (Reclamation) 
 

9:40 – 10:35 Hydrologic/Water Year Review – Liz Kiteck (Reclamation), Tracy Petit 
(DWR) 

 
10:35 –10:50 Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A  

 
II. Sacramento River Water Temperature Management 

 
10:50 – 11:35 2015 Sacramento River Temperature Modeling, Monitoring and 

Management, Thuy Washburn (Reclamation) and Evan Sawyer (NMFS) 
 
11:35 – 11:45 Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A 

 
11:45 – 12:45  Lunch 

 
III. NMFS RAFT and Decision Support Tool for Shasta Reservoir Temperature 

Management 
 
12:45 – 1:15 River Assessment for Forecasting Temperature (RAFT) Temperature 

Decision Support Tool (DST) – Eric Danner (NMFS-SWFSC) 
 
1:15 – 1:25  Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A 

 
IV. Enhanced Particle Tracking Model (ePTM) 

 
1:25 – 2:15 Enhanced Particle Tracking Model:  Development and Pilot Application – 

Vamsi Sridharan (NMFS-SWFSC) and Barbara Byrne (NMFS) 
 
2:15 – 2:25 Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A  

 
V. USFWS Past, Present, Future Approaches to Incidental Take of Delta Smelt 

 
2:25 – 2:55 Overview of the Fish and Wildlife Service Report: Past, Present and 

Future Approaches to Incidental Take of Delta Smelt – Ken Newman 
(USFWS) 



 
2:55 – 3:05 Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A  

 
3:05 – 3:15  Break 

 
VI. General Presenter/ Review Panel Discussion 

              
3:15 – 4:40 Review Panel/ Presenter Q&A 

                                                  
VII. Public Comment 

 
4:40 – 5:00 Public Comment Period 

5:00  Adjourn 
 

 
Day 2 (November 6, 2015) 

 
VIII. Presentation of Initial Recommendations from the Review Panel 

 
2:00 – 3:00 Presentation of Initial Findings and Recommendations (Review Panel) 
    
3:00 – 4:30 Discussion between the Review Panel and Long-term Operations 

Biological Opinions Agencies 
 

IX. Concluding Remarks 
 

4:30 – 4:45 Public Comment  
 
4:45 – 5:00 Next Steps – Cliff Dahm (Delta Science Program) 
 

5:00  Adjourn 
 

• If you have any questions, please contact Nicole Stern at (916) 322-6545 or 
Nicole.Stern@deltacouncil.ca.gov.  

• Members of the public are encouraged to visit the Delta Science Program website for the meeting materials. 
A limited number of copies of these materials will be available at the meeting.  

• Reasonable time limits may be established for public comments (Government Code Sections 11125.7).  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


