






New or Improved Water Conveyance, Storage Systems, and the Operation of 
Conveyance and Storage is Needed Now. The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
watershed and California’s water infrastructure are in crisis and existing Delta policies 
are not sustainable. The current drought underscores this crisis.The current drought—and 
the likelihood of continually worsening climatic conditions--underscores this crisis. The 
current drought and expected future climatic challenges to water supply and ecosystem 
needs also underscore the fact that new or improved conveyance alone cannot resolve the 
crisis because no matter how much improved, conveyance cannot be of benefit when 
there is no available water to convey. Conveyance, storage, and the interoperation of both 
must be promptly addressed in an integrated manner in order to resolve the crisis. The 
Delta Plan includes a series of policies and recommendations intended to build regional 
self-sufficiency and reduce reliance on the Delta. However,Although regional actions 
alone will not be sufficient. After decades of study, decisions on, reducing reliance 
through regional self-sufficiency is essential to resolving the crisis and should be 
considered when developing and addressing conveyance, storage, and the operations of 
conveyance and storage need to be made promptly to further the coequal 
goals.interoperation.  
 
Delta Conveyance Principles 
 

1. New or improved Delta conveyance infrastructure that conveys Delta 
water, whether within or outside the statutory Delta (“Delta conveyance 
infrastructure”), should enhance the Delta ecosystem, including restoring 
more natural flows, and increase the reliability that water available for 
export supplies can be exported. 

 
2. Flexibility is key to new or improved Delta conveyance infrastructure. 

Conveyance improvements should be able to adapt to changing conditions 
(hydrology, climate change, and ecosystem  needs) both near-term and in 
the future while continuing to provide benefits to the ecosystem and 
reliably convey available water supplies. 

 
3. New or improved Delta conveyance infrastructure should increase 

resiliency of the state’s water supply systems in the face of future threats 
to climate change and levee failures due to sea level rise, more frequent 
flood events and earthquakes. 

 
4. The benefits of new Delta conveyance infrastructure should be maximized 

by contemporaneously integrating conveyance infrastructure projects with: 
1) new and expanded storage projects, implementing; 2) projects that 
increase water-use efficiency and conservation, improving; 3) projects that 
improve groundwater management,; and restoring4) projects that restore 
the structure and function of some key Delta ecosystems. New Delta 
conveyance infrastructure by itself does not create anany new supplies of 
water and by itself will not achieve a restored Delta. 

 



5. Because of the importance of integrating conveyance with new and 
expanded surface storage projects, projects that increase water-use 
efficiency and conservation, and projects that improve groundwater 
management and implement groundwater recharge and storage, major new 
conveyance projects should, as a part of their environmental review 
process, consider in detail the feasibility of including these elements as 
part of the preferred alternative or final alternative(s). 

 
Water Storage System Principles 
 

56. New or expanded water storage projects above and below the Delta are 
necessary. They should enhance the ability to divert and store water during 
wet periods, contribute additional flows during dry periods, improve 
system flexibility to meet the coequal goals, and where feasible should 
provide multiple additional benefits such as flood control, recreation, or 
hydropower generation. Projects enhance the Delta ecosystem when they 
help better manage water quality and water temperature—especially 
during dry years, and  when they increase the reliability of water supplies 
for wildlife refuges., and when they significantly contribute to restoring 
Delta flows.  Storing water in wet periods to use in dry periods also 
increasesis indispensible to increasing California’s water supply reliability 
over the long term. 

 
 

 
6. New or expanded storage projects should be cost effective. The amount of 

new storage that can be added to the system is limited by California’s 
hydrology and topography . Smaller regional surface water storage 
projects and groundwater storage projects can sometimes provide 
significant benefits at a more affordable cost. 

 
77. New and expanded regional groundwater storage projects are an essential 

element required to meet the coequal goals. Groundwater recharge and 
storage projects should be promptly implemented along with conveyance 
and surface storage projects in an integrated manner. 

 
8. Groundwater storage opportunities should be protected. Groundwater 

basins in the Central Valley provide the largest amount of existing 
capacity to store excess flows from wet years., which could be conveyed 
to groundwater storage sites by new Delta conveyance infrastructure. This 
Capacity is threatened by land use decisions and by land subsidence 
caused by groundwater overdraft. 

 
89. New or expanded storage projects should provide both immediate and 

enduring ecosystem and water supply benefits. Climate change and 



California’s changing hydrology will challenge the ability for existing 
storage systems to maintain the level of benefits they currently provide. 

 
910. New or expanded water storage projects are part of a system and should 

support a comprehensive approach to managing the water cycle. This also 
includes conjunctive management of rivers, groundwater, surface storage, 
floodplains, and wetlands, that enhance groundwater recharge and 
improvements in regional water self-sufficiency. 

 
Delta Water System Operational Principles 
 
1011. Water exported from the Delta should more closely match water supplies 

available to be exported. This should be based on water year type and 
consistent with the coequal goal of protecting, restoring, and enhancing 
the Delta ecosystem. 

 
1112. Storage and conveyance should be operated to provide more natural, 

functional flows to enhance Delta inflows and outflows by storing water in 
wet periods and reducing diversions in dry periods, consistent with the 
needs of the Delta ecosystem and water users. 

 
1213. Operational decisions should be based upon more accurate, timely, and 

transparent water accounting and budgeting. 
 
1314. Additional water supplies can be derived from more efficient reoperation 

of existing infrastructure. 
 
1415. Water storage operational guidelines should adopt multi-year planning 

horizonhorizons to ensure adequate carryover of stored water in surface 
and groundwater reservoirs at the end of each water year to buffer against 
multiple dry years. 

 
1516. Surface and groundwater storage, whenever feasible, should be operated 

conjunctively to reduce long term groundwater basin overdraft and 
improve groundwater basin recharge. 

 
1617. Conveyance and storage infrastructure and their operation should provide 

real benefit to the ecosystem, in contrast to just protecting the ecosystem 
from further degradation. 

 
1718. Operation of storage and Delta conveyance infrastructure should be 

informed by best available science, adequately monitored and evaluated, 
and adaptively managed to ensure progress towards well-defined 
performance measures that include, but are not limited to, specific 
numerical flow criteria such as a percentage of unimpaired flow, export to 
inflow ration, or other numeric flow objectives. 



 
1819. Ecosystem benefits should be assured through contracts, legally 

enforceable operations and governance protocols, or other enforceable 
agreements.  

 
12). Ecosystem benefits may also be assured through physical configuration of 

new infrastructure, such as sizing of conveyance capacity or 
citing/location/river stage elevation of intakes.  


