Agenda Item 7 - Presentation
Meeting Date: September 24, 2015
Page 1

Water Transfers

September 24, 2015

Bill Croyle
Deputy Director o
Department of Water Resources




Agenda Item 7 - Presentation
Meeting Date: September 24, 2015
Page 2

Observations on Cross-Delta
Water Transfers

Background and History of Water Transfers - 1995 to Present

Occur About 1/3 to 1/2 of the Time

— 1995 - 2007 (13 years) Only 2 Years of Non-EWA Transfers
— Conveyance Capacity Limited

DWR’s Role has Changed - Water Market Matured

2014 - >400 TAF - Most Since 1991 Water Bank

Water Transfer Processes are Improved

2015 Drier than 2014 - Fewer Water Transfers
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2014/15 Transfer Activity Through Delta

Water Transfers by Use Type from North of Delta to South and West

2014 North to South and West of the Delta
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Water Transfers by Type from North of Delta to South and West

Comparing 2014 and 2015 by Type of Water Transfer
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Water Transfer Conveyance
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Basic Rules on Water Transfers

 Water Rights - “No Injury Rule”
— Applies to Both Pre and Post 1914 Water Rights (WC1706)
— State Water Board (WC 1702, 1707, 1725, 1735)
— DWR (WC 1810)
e Fish and Wildlife - No Unreasonable Effects
— State Water Board (WC 1725, 1735)
— DWR (WC 1810)

e Economy - No Unreasonable Effects on Overall Economy of
the County from Which the Water is Transferred
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Protecting Water Rights

 Water Rights - “No Injury Rule”
Applies to Every Transfer

— 25+ Years of Experience with Water Transfers

— Measures to Protect other Legal Water Users from
Injury, Including Local Groundwater Users

 Monitoring and Avoidance Measures by Local Agencies

e Verification in the Field by DWR, USBR and Local Districts
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Protecting the Environment

* Every Cross-Delta Transfer Reviewed
State Water Board, if Changes Needed
DWR or USBR, if Conveyance Used
CEQA by Sellers and Buyers, Unless WC 1725 Used
NEPA, if USBR Conveyance or Approval Needed

 Environmental Protection Measures
— CEQA, NEPA, ESA, State Water Board, DWR (WC 1810)
— White Paper Identifies Actions and Monitoring to Avoid Effects

e Water Transfers Can Help Address Environmental Issues
— YCWA, SJR Pulse Flows, Sacramento Temperature




Agenda Item 7 - Presentation
Meeting Date: September 24, 2015
Page 9

Cumulative Effects of
Temporary Transfers

Each Year is Different
— Amounts, Buyers, Sellers, Timing

USBR EIS/R Evaluated for Long-term Effects

— Cumulative Impact Avoidance Measures Same as the
DWR/USBR White Paper

BiOps Limits Evaluated 600 to 800 TAF of Water Transfers
— Water Transfer Window of July - Sept

— Only Expanded if Federal Fish Agencies Concur




Recommendations

Support Existing Transparent Process
Continue Interagency Coordination and Outreach

Up to Date Posting of Cross Delta
Water Transfers During the Year
Additional Review

— May Provide No Additional Value
— Could Impede Rather Than Streamline
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Sacramento Valley
Groundwater Substitution Transfers

vs. Total Groundwater Pumping
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