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Approval of Association of Bay Area Governments Contract 
 
 
Requested Action: Staff is requesting Council approval for a new contract in the 
amount of $851,000 with the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG).  
  
 
Recommendation 
 
Approve a new contract in the amount of $851,000 with ABAG to support Delta Science 
Program core functions over the next three fiscal years including 1) providing 
independent science experts 2) conference planning, organization, and logistical 
support, and 3) prepare and publish science communication products. 
 
Background  
 
As identified in the Delta Reform Act, the mission of the Council’s Delta Science 
Program is “to provide the best possible scientific information for water and 
environmental decision making in the Bay-Delta system.” The Delta Science Plan, a 
recommended outcome of the Delta Plan, identifies key Delta Science Program 
functions including peer review, synthesis, and science communication. This contract 
will help implement these program elements efficiently and effectively.     
 
The Council has a long-standing relationship with ABAG to provide a unique 
combination of services contributing to the success of the Science Program. Working 
with Council staff, ABAG has been able to provide independent science experts on very 
short notice. These experts are essential to the Program’s independent scientific 
reviews and scientific synthesis efforts. ABAG’s expertise with organizing the State of 
the Estuary Conference and Bay-Delta Science Conference on alternate years is 
essential to their success and to communicating to the science community, managers, 
and decision-makers the most recent advances in knowledge and implications for 
decision-making. Communication products prepared under this agreement also help 
bridge the gap between scientists and the layperson.  
 
The ABAG is a Joint Powers Authority comprised of one hundred one (101) cities and 
nine (9) counties, including two Delta Counties, in the San Francisco Bay Area including 
the Suisun Marsh. ABAG provides institutional support for multi-agency planning, 
environmental, and scientific projects in a region that overlaps with the Council’s 
authority, and ABAG staffs the San Francisco Estuary Partnership, of which the Council 
is a member. Working with ABAG also improves the Council’s connections to San 
Francisco Bay and Suisun Marsh scientists, agencies, and programs.  
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Budget Detail 
  

• Science Experts – ($350,000). This will provide for approximately 2,000 
hours of science expertise at our standard rate of $150/hour over the three 
years of the agreement, enough for four major science reviews or synthesis 
workshops. Independent reviews of research proposals are also included in 
this part of the budget with enough funding for more than 150 review stipends 
($300 each). This funding will cover reviews or synthesis efforts that support 
Council priorities or support Delta Plan implementation. Many other reviews 
conducted by the Delta Science Program are requested and funded by other 
agencies. Prior year expenditures have been about $150,000 per year. 
Recent examples of work funded from this contract budget item include the 
2015 Delta Challenges Workshop and the 2014 Data Summit. 

 
• Conferences – ($270,000). This includes $20,000 for the 2015 State of the 

Estuary Conference to complement $30,000 provided through our existing 
ABAG contract, $200,000 for the 2016 Bay-Delta Science Conference, and 
$50,000 for the 2017 State of the Estuary Conference. These conferences 
are an important component of the Delta Science Plan communication 
element providing annual opportunities for sharing information about the 
latest science. These amounts cover staff time for planning and organization, 
venue charges, printing, and other conference costs. Council support for 
these conferences keeps registration fees down, encouraging broad 
participation. 

 

• Science Communication – ($120,000). This item provides approximately 
$20,000 per year of matching funds for the San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership’s “Estuary News” and $20,000 per year for Chris Austin’s “Plain 
English” articles covering Delta Science Program events.  

 

• ABAG administrative costs at 15% - ($111,000). Included here are contract 
reporting, invoice preparation, and subcontract development and 
management.   

 
Fiscal Information 
 
Funding for a new Delta Science Fellows agreement will be provided from the General 
Fund. 
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