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COMMENTS TO THE DELTA FLOOD MANAGEMENT INVESTMENT STRATEGY
PRINCIPLES DATED MAY 28, 2015

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Delta Flood Management Investment
Strategy Principles, Agenda ltem 11, Attachment 5, dated May 28, 2015. The San
Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency will be seeking future State and Federal funding to
help improve levees along the city of Stockton’s western front to address sea level rise
and provide existing residents and businesses with a 200-year level of protection. In
addition, leveed rivers will also be impacted by sea level rise and need to be improved
to reach an urban 200-year level of protection.

Comments:
Page 2, second paragraph, second to last sentence: “They should pay more towards
levees improvements, because they can.”

Concern:
Funding a local levee project will require a Proposition 218 election for assessing the

properties that receive a benefit from the project. While the areas that need 200-year
protection in the city of Stockton are densely populated, the area receiving a benefit
from a levee system is relatively small compared to the funding needed to improve the
flood protection system. Also, areas in Stockton can be categorized as disadvantaged.
It is very difficult for these limited urban areas to fund these very costly 200-year flood
protection projects without considerable help from the State.

Page 3, Number 11.

Input
Flood Districts beneficiaries should include roads and highways.

Page 3. Number 3. “Multi-benefit proposals should rank higher than single purpose
funding requests.”
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Concern:

In fully urbanized areas, multi-benefit projects may not be available or cost effective.
While it is important to seek multi-benefit projects, understanding the geographical and
local funding constraints can determine the feasibility of multi-benefit projects. For this
reason, urban flood protection projects should not be penalized where there are limited
opportunities to obtain multi-benefit projects. Projects in urban areas that have a high
risk reduction benefit should not receive a lower ranking due to conditions that do not
allow favorable multi-benefit projects when multi-benefit opportunities have been
evaluated.

ROGER CHURCHWELL
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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