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PARKS‐Boating &Waterways
Weed Control Mission

Control program
 Permissive, not mandatory program
Control and manage invasive aquatic 
plants for:

Public Health
Economy
Environment 

Agenda Item 3b - Presentation 
Meeting Date:  May 11, 2015 

Page 2



Controlling Weeds in the Delta

 Pursuant to Harbors & Navigation Code 64 and AB 763

 Coverage 68,000 acres of Delta & Tributaries

 Resource Intensive

 DBW is CA lead agency to cooperate with federal, state and 
local agencies to control:

 Water Hyacinth

 Egeria densa

 Sponge Plant

 Curly Leaf Pondweed
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2015/16 Budget Change Proposal

 Source from Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund

 One‐time allocation of $3,993,000

 Annual allocation $2,844,000

 8 Field Technicians ‐ ‐ 3 Scientists $816,000

 4 Trucks/Boats $32,400

 Herbicide $1,417,00

 Integrated Control Strategies $560,000

 Operating Expenses $18,600
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2015 1st & 2nd Quarter Report Card

Floating Aquatic Vegetation  
Water Hyacinth & Spongeplant
 Began Treatments March 4 across Delta
 50 sites, 99 treatments (409 acres)
 Efficacy is Moderate

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (12 weeks)
 Egeria Densa & Curly Leaf Pondweed
 Begin Treatments March 9 across Delta
 23 sites, 46 applications (1,529 acres)
 Efficacy is Moderate
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Integrated Control Strategy
Floating and Submerged Vegetation

Decision Support Tools

 Chemical Treatments

 Mechanical Harvesting

 Biological Controls

 Manual Removal

 Mapping 
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Leveraging Partnerships

STATE

Water Resources/Parks
Fish &Wildlife/Agriculture/

Delta Protection Commission, 
Delta Stewardship Council, Delta 

Conservancy)

LOCAL

Agricultural Commissioners
County Sheriff’s/Vector Control 
Districts/Reclamation Districts/

Water Purveyors

FEDERAL

Agriculture/Commerce/Interior/ 
Homeland Security/Army/NASA
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Treatment Plan 
Development

Public Notice & 
Press Release Public Engagement Solution Set

• Scientifically 
reviewed 2014 
treatment data

• Mapped locations 
-- highly infested 
submerged 
aquatic vegetation 

• I.D. water 
hyacinth 
propagation /seed 
bank sites through 
field observations

• Scientifically 
reviewed 2014 
treatment data

• Mapped locations 
-- highly infested 
submerged 
aquatic vegetation 

• I.D. water 
hyacinth 
propagation /seed 
bank sites through 
field observations

• February 17th       

Water Hyacinth 
and Spongeplant 

• February 20th

Egeria densa 
and Curly Leaf 
Pondweed

• Hyacinth & 
Spongeplant 
treatment began 
March 4th

• Egeria and Curly 
Leaf treatment 
began March 9th
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methods
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solutions to 
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growth
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events
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• Integrated 
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• Process 
improvements at 
DBW

• DBW to 
adaptively 
manage program 
with input from 
USDA-ARS 

• Integrated 
Control Strategy

• Harvesting Bid

• Scientific studies

• Funding

• Process 
improvements at 
DBW

• DBW to 
adaptively 
manage program 
with input from 
USDA-ARS 

2015Adaptive Approach 
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Aggregate 
Treatments/Harvesting

Year
Hyacinth Acres 

Chemically Treated
Egeria Densa Acres 
Chemically Treated

Hyacinth Acres 
Harvested

Spongeplant Acres 
Chemically‐

Physically Treated

2015
409* 1,529*

36,907** 
**CubicYards

2

2014
2,617 2,170 28

5

2013 2,252 1,218 238 < 1 acre

2012 851 2,663 0 ‐

2011 788 3,195 0 ‐

2010 1,024 641 0 ‐

2009 704 228 0 ‐

TOTAL 8,645 11,644 266 7

*   Preliminary
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Public Messaging

1. Learn to recognize invasive aquatic plants
2. See Fact Sheet for Control Options
3. Clean plant fragments from watercraft and 

equipment
4. Visit Parks-DBW website http://dbw.parks.ca.gov

1. Frequently Asked Questions
2. Fact Sheets
3. Annual Reports
4. Environmental Compliance Documents

5. Report Invasive Aquatic Plant Problems
1. AIS@parks.ca.gov with pictures
2. 1-888-326-2822
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