
April 30, 2015 
 
 
Delivered via email to:  kelly.souza@deltacouncil.ca.gov  
 
 
To:  Delta Independent Science Board 
From:  San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority  
 
Re:  April 2, 2015 Draft of “Fishes and Flows in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: Strategic 
 Science Needs” 
 
Dear Members: 
 
 The San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the draft “Fishes and Flows” report. The draft report has helpful recommendations 
and descriptions of the challenges of managing flow and conducting science in the Delta. This 
high-level synthesis of needs is a step forward in organizing cross-agency scientific endeavors, 
resolving scientific questions, and informing management decisions. 
 
 SLDMWA supports the development and implementation of scientific studies that 
examine the mechanisms affecting fish abundance. Multiple independent scientific reviews 
have noted that much of the historical decision-making affecting management of the federal 
Central Valley Project and State Water Project has been based merely on statistical correlations 
without proper understanding of the operative mechanisms. Such understanding is long 
overdue and will allow for implementation of targeted management actions, which, in turn, will 
result in greater action efficacy, reduced social disruption, and stronger stakeholder “buy-in”. 
The inability to reliably make quantitative predictions of water management effects on fish 
populations is a major problem that the “Fishes and Flows” report may help resolve. 
 
 We enthusiastically support recommendation #5, “broaden species focus” as this would 
support improved understanding of the effects of management actions on a broader suite of 
native and non-native species, and is consistent with a better understanding of interactions 
between native and invasive species. Similarly, we also support recommendation #1 to expand 
integrative science approaches and focus on mechanisms to address the multitude of stressors 
affecting fish. As the report states, “science should be at an ecosystem, multi-species, multi-
stressor level distributed over the watershed scale.” We whole heartedly agree. 
 
Specific suggestions are as follows: 
 

1. The first part of the executive summary could better describe why understanding the 
relationship of fish to flows would be helpful to water management, beyond describing 
the coequal goals. That is, flow management for fish is often in direct conflict with water 
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supply, leading to contentious decisions with incomplete information. The report’s 
introduction makes this point. 

 
2. It would be relevant to mention the activities of the Collaborative Adaptive 

Management Team (CAMT) in this draft report. While still in progress, CAMT work is 
consistent with several recommendations on strategic science needs, such as cross-
agency cooperation and interdisciplinary approaches. This would be especially relevant 
if the ISB decides to include in the report a description of the types of scientific questions 
and activities underway (per the April 10, 2015 ISB meeting discussion). 
 

3. The draft report would be strengthened by organizing recommendations according to 
what is relevant to agency heads and managers vs. scientists, in addition to the overall 
thematic sections of text that both groups should read. For example, monitoring vital 
rates is more important for scientists while developing stable funding is a priority for 
managers. This is consistent with SFCWA Science Program Manager Valerie Connor’s 
suggestion at the January 15, 2015 meeting that recommendations be partitioned 
according to scientist vs. regulatory perspectives. 
 

We hope these suggestions are helpful, and look forward to the finalized report and continued 
cooperation in efforts to improve the science so dramatically affecting millions of Californians. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ara Azhderian 
Water Policy Administrator 
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 


