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Panelist 
 

Status Expertise Area Relevance   

James K. Mitchell 
University Distinguished 
Professor – Emeritus University 
Virginia Tech  

Confirmed 
 

Panel Chair 

Geotechnical - 
Seismic  

 

Member of National Academies of Science and Engineering, 
Internationally recognized leader in soil mechanics, earthquake 
engineering and former chair of UC Berkeley Department of Civil 
Engineering. 

Nathalie Asselman 
Expert advisor Flood Risk 
Management – Deltares 

Confirmed Flood Management 
- Hydrology 

Expertise with flood risk management, flood inundation modeling and 
evaluating levee protection standards with emphasis on the effects of 
land use/ economic development and climate change.   

John Bolte  
Professor & Department Head 
Biological & Ecological 
Engineering Oregon State 
University  

Confirmed Integrated 
Modelling 

 

Leads the ENVISION – Integrated Modeling Platform project. Extensive 
experience developing mathematical models to characterize human-
environmental interaction and decision support systems. 

Susan Cutter  
Carolina Distinguished 
Professor of Geography – 
University of South Carolina 

Confirmed Human & Social 
Issues 

 

Director of Hazard Research Lab, Co-founding editor of interdisciplinary 
journal, Environmental Hazards and Fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. Recent research focused on levee 
failure and social vulnerability in the Sac-San Joaquin Delta. 

Martin W. McCann 
President Jack R. Benjamin & 
Associates, Inc. 

Confirmed Risk Management 
 

Consulting professor of Civil & Environmental Engineering – Stanford. 
Director of National Performance of Dams Program. Member of 
National Academy of Science review of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
flood loss assessment methodology. Extensive knowledge of the Sac-
San Joaquin Delta system and probabilistic risk analysis.  

Ari Michelsen  
Professor and Resident Director 
Texas A& M AgriLife Research 
and Extension Center – El Paso  

Confirmed Economics 
 

President of the Universities Council on Water Resources and Past 
President of the American Water Resources Association. Research 
focuses on water resource management, decision support systems and 
policy impacts at national and international levels.  

Kenneth Rose  
Professor Department of 
Oceanography and Coastal 
Sciences, LSU 

Confirmed Environment –  
Land Use Change 

Expertise with ecological modelling and risk assessment. Experience 
with Delta science and management issues serving on recent Delta 
interior and outflow peer review panels. 
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