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Ecology of Water Management Games in the San Francisco Bay 
 

Social-ecological systems are governed by a complex ecology of “games” featuring multiple “actors”, policy 

institutions, and issues. The California Delta and San Francisco Bay are governed by a complex set of actors 

and institutions. Based on survey results from Delta stakeholders, this presentation will show the network of 

actors and policies in the context of the ecology of water management games, and identify the types of policies 

that are most central and considered more effective. This research showed that policy coordination is facilitated 

mostly by federal and state agencies and collaborative institutions that span geographic boundaries in the Bay-

Delta system. The results also will be compared to other estuaries in the world, namely Tampa Bay, FL and 

Parana, Argentina. Discussion will focus on how to develop policy recommendations for managing such 

complex water governance systems. Results from this research will help scientists understand the nature of 

institutional connectivity and interactions governing the socially and ecologically complex Bay-Delta system. 
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