
From: Tracy Collier
To: Erik Ringelberg
Cc: Souza, Kelly@DeltaCouncil; Hastings, Lauren@DeltaCouncil
Subject: Re: LAND DISB Question
Date: Monday, April 06, 2015 3:04:28 PM

Hi Erik

Thanks for your interest in the Delta Independent Science Board, and for your email of 
February 10 requesting our comments on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers policy about water-
side vegetation on Delta levees. 

The Board discussed your request during our meeting in Sacramento on March 5. We noted 
that the Delta Reform Act of 2009 instructs us to review science programs in the Delta 
(California Water Code sec. 85280 (http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0001-
0050/sbx7_1_bill_20091112_chaptered.html).  Our current efforts accordingly focus on 
programmatic reviews of science, not of policy and process.  Thus we decided it was beyond 
our mandate to undertake the review you requested.

However, the Board's plans for reviews of science currently include an assessment of research 
and monitoring programs related to Delta levees. The Board expects to include research on 
levee vegetation in this ongoing review, and we would welcome technical information that 
may inform us.

Also, please accept my apology for the delay in sending you our response—I intended to reply
 immediately after our March 5 meeting, but I didn’t, and that’s all on me.  Mea culpa!

Best regards,

Tracy

Tracy K. Collier, PhD
Delta Independent Science Board

206-780-1931 (home office)
206-369-2779 (mobile)

On Feb 10, 2015, at 12:59 PM, Erik Ringelberg <eringelberg@bskinc.com> 
wrote:

Hi Tracy,

Please let me know if this is sufficient of if you need a formal letter:
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Local Agencies of the North Delta (LAND) respectfully requests the Delta Independent 
Science Board consider review and synthesis of the following Delta ecological-public policy 
question:

 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) requires the removal of vegetation on levees to 
maintain their status.  While some vegetation management is critical to be able to perform 
levee safety evaluations that are primarily associated with the back (dry side) of the levees.
 Reclamation Districts, ecologists and fishery agencies support the maintaining of the native
 vegetation on the water side of the levees.  After two conferences, successful litigation 
against the ACE Friends of the River, et. al. v. United States Army Corps of Engineers, et. 
al., wide support from ecologists and Delta levee engineers, the Sacramento District of ACE
 appears to be the final step in adopting what we see as a much needed policy.

 

What are the current impediments to the waiver and its implementation?

Thanks,

Erik Ringelberg


