


 The Delta is a dynamic agricultural and 
economic system both physically, biologically 
and economically.   
 

 Three key functions- Agriculture, Environmental 
quality, and Water conveyance are normally in 
conflict- trade-offs are needed. 

 
 Knowledge asymmetry--Much more is known 

about the impacts of policy on agriculture and 
conveyance than the environment 
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 Most residents 
(98%), economic 
activity (96%), and 
growth in the more 
urbanized 
“secondary zone” 

 “Primary zone” 
economy is 
heavily 
agricultural 



 The fish don’t have any money- but need a lot to 
survive 

 
 The most profitable Delta agriculture takes place 

on the least threatened lands- prop 218 
complications 

 
 The only deep pockets are from the water 

conveyers- and even these are limited 
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Current conditions

Dual conveyance

1 ft SLR

1 ft SLR & dual conveyance

3 ft SLR

3 ft SLR & dual conveyance

Historical hydrology, operations, and exports 
 (1981-2000), with average exports of 4.9 maf/year   (Fleenor et al. 2008) 
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About two-thirds of all losses are “direct” and would occur in the primary zone 
• About 15 percent of primary zone economy 
• About 1 percent of total Delta economy (and probably less, given 
     continued growth in other sectors) 
 

Water Quality Land Availability Total 

Dual 
conveyance 
& 1 ft SLR 

Habitat 
conversions 

 

Flooding of 
“no-repair” 

zone 

Jobs 16 2 397 1,379 1,793 

Revenue 1.4 0.3 38 180 219 

Value-
Added 

0.8 0.2 21 107 129 

State & 
Local taxes  
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 What is the marginal productivity of policies on 
environmental outcomes- which are the most 
ecologically productive ? 

 
 Balancing equity and efficiency of levee policies- some 

triage will be needed 
 
 How to equate ecological and economic asset flows- 

economic and ecological viability is required. 
 
 Balancing the costs of Mitigation versus Prevention in 

Delta policies. 
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